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                                                 Roger Braley 

 

 
No Picture Available 

Born: 1672  
Married: Alice Abbott 

Died: 1707 Rhode Island, USA 
Parents: Unknown 

Roger Braley, according to early records in Portsmouth, RI, is believed to be the progenitor of the American family. His 
name was sometimes spelled "Brailey." 

Tradition says that  three Welshmen, who were brothers, were "pressed" into service on a British 
vessel. These men were of the Quaker faith. The tenets of their religion forbade participation in war, 
and accordingly, they availed themselves of the first opportunity to escape. 
 
The legend relates that because of destitution, they ate the soles of their shoes for food, and to 
conceal their identity, they changed the spelling of their last name to Braley. 
 
Of the three brothers, one is thought to have returned to Wales. Nothing is known of the other two. 
 
Perhaps one of these three was an ancestor of Roger Braley. 
 
There is very little known of this first Roger, the exception being that on 

 July 6, 1696, he was a witness in a drowning inquest. He was recorded as being a weaver in a land 
sale. 
 
He and his wife Alice had several children whose births are recorded in Portsmouth, RI. 
 
Elizabeth          June 25, 1697 

Roger               November 15, 1698 

Alice                 Marc h 28, 1700 

Ambrose          December 4, 1701 

John                  March 26, 1703 

Grace               February 22, 1704/05 

Sarah               March  25, 1707 
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