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Ralph Lee Peters

Born: 6 Jan 1924 Lenox, GA
Married: 25 Oct 1942
Died: 27 Nov 1975 Milton, FL
Parents: Virgil L Peters & Carrie Hiers

Occupations: Plumber, Pfc. US Army, Insurance Salesman, Electrician, Civilian Employee US Navy.
Family:
Wife: Mildred Hiers
Children:
Donna Lynn
Wayne
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Ralph Peters Birth Record

Pg 3/27

Ralph was involved in Boy Scouts as evidenced by this Scout
Leader’s certificate. I am not sure when Ralph and his family moved
from Lenox, GA to the Enterprise, FL area, but his picture is in a
1942 Deland High School Yearbook as a Junior. (see next page)
He and my mother, Mildred Hiers, married before graduating from
High School. It may be that during this time, as WWII was going on,
they may have decided to go ahead and marry, not knowing what the
future might hold. After their marriage, they lived for a while in
Daytona Beach, where Ralph worked for a Plumbing Company. I am
not sure if he was drafted, or just decided to join, but in March of
1943, he was inducted into the Army. What few records of his
service I could find are included on the following pages. After the
war, he worked for a while at Sanford Electric Co, in Sanford, FL,
and then as a salesman for Life & Casualty Life Insurance. His last
place of employment in Sanford was at the Sanford Naval Air
Station, in Sanford, FL.
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Deland High School 1942 Yearbook
Ralph Peters is the 4th young man from the left, top row
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After their marriage, Ralph and Mildred lived in an apartment in Daytona Beach, FL. Ralph was employed
by a construction company in Daytona Beach. Mildred remembers they on Palmetto Ave in Daytona Beach
and rode bicycles everywhere they went. Below is a picture of Ralph on a bike and I believe it was taken on
a street in Daytona.
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Seven months after their marriage, Ralph Peters either was drafted or joined the US Army to fight in WWII.

Ralph was inducted at Camp Blanding, FL.

Ralph went through training at Fort Meade, MD.

Above picture is of the reception center at Ft. George Meade
Mildred was able to live nearby while he trained at Ft. George Meade.
Picture below is of Ralph and Mildred, location unknown, but was taken not too long after Ralph entered the
service and may have been while he was stationed at Ft. George Meade.
After Ralph was sent overseas to Europe with the 160th Combat Engineers,
Mildred moved back in with her parents.
She worked at the H & A Department Store in Sanford until he returned.
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Picture of 160th Combat Engineers Battalion, Company A
Ralph is on the third row from the top, 9th man over from the left.
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Most of all Army service records for WWII were burned in a warehouse fire. These were the only ones I
could locate.
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World War II recruiting poster
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USS West Point
The 160th left for the European Theatre on this ship out of Boston Port on 27 June 1944
While Ralph served overseas, Mildred stayed with her parents.

Between 15 June 1941 and 28 February 1946, the USS WEST POINT (AP 23) sailed 436,144 nautical
miles, and transported 505,020 souls to their destinations all over the world. During that period of
time, she never lost a single passenger to hostile action.
WEST POINT had the largest capacity of any USN troopship in service during World War II. On one
voyage, she carried over 9,000 people, including the ship's company of approximately 750 sailors and
marines. Affectionately called "The Grey Ghost" by her faithful crew, she crossed the Pacific 15 times and
the Atlantic 41 times, almost always sailing alone and depending on her speed and maneuverability to avoid
the enemy
. http://usswestpoint.com/
April, 1944, was devoted to voyage repairs, overhaul, and a change of command. On April 8, Captain Dyer
was relieved by Captain Webb C. Hayes, USNR of Fremont, Ohio. The ship had been underway from San
Francisco only three days (April 30, 1944), when orders were received to sail the ship from Sydney, to
Milne Bay, to the Panama Canal, thence to Boston. A few other fast transports received similar orders. It
became evident a few weeks later that the purpose of this move to the Atlantic was to bolster the D-Day
invasion forces with an ever-increasing flow of men and supplies from the time of the invasion until the end
of the European war. The task in the Pacific was far from complete, but again the WEST POINT was called
to the area where the conditions of large capacity and high speed were most urgent. On D-Day the WEST
POINT was 24 hours west of Panama. She arrived in Boston on June 12, 1944.
http://www.trailblazersww2.org/history_troop_WestPoint.htm
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Between June 27, 1944 and June 24, 1945, WEST POINT crossed the Atlantic 27 times and carried 140,000
passengers to British ports, Oran, Casablanca, Marseilles and Le Havre. On her Boston-Liverpool crossing
of August 9-14, 1944, with part of the 95th Division she had 9,305 people aboard, the most carried on a
single U.S. vessel during the war. On westbound crossings she carried wounded or POWs.
In all, WEST POINT had accomplished l45 missions, made 15 Pacific crossings and 41 on theAtlantic,
steamed 456,144 nautical miles and carried 505,020 passengers - American Gls, British Tommies,
ANZACS, 4,000 WACS and WAVES, 16,000 wounded, civilians, diplomats, officials, USO stars
(including Red Skelton, Barbara Stanwyck and Hedylltnzarr), Red Cross workers, evacuees and 14,000
POWs. On a normal trooping run, 20 tons of food were consumed daily and more bottles of Coca Cola sold
than in any single land establishment and, it was said, more card and crap games played than on any other
vessel! Exemplfying Navy 'Can Do'' spirit, she largely operated without escort, experienced numerous close
calls, was reported sunk 7 times byAxis Sally, never suffered a mechanical breakdown and never failed to
carry out an assignment.

http://www.ss-australis.com/westpoint.htm
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160 Combat Engineers
In France
Timeline
1944
-27 June - left Boston for England
-33 days at Blithfield Hall (July)
-8 Aug – 10 Aug Southhampton, Eng marshalling area
-10 Aug – 2 nights and 1 day crossing English Channel to French coast (A-B)
-10-17 Aug – Moved through (C)Carentan, (D)Coutarce,(E) Avranches, (F)Alcencon.
-18 Aug – (G) Chartres: defended a bridge
-19 Aug – (H) Dreux: set up a perimeter defense and returned to Chartes
-21 Aug – (I) Malesherbes: repaired a bridge
-23 Aug – (J) Montereau: constructed and operated a ferry across the Seine River
* A company of Germans infiltrated their position with mortar and machine gun fire. 160th had 7 killed and
27 wounded
-1 Sept – (K) Verdun: constructed a treadway bridge over Meuse River
- 5-6 Sept – (L) Verdun to Etan: repaired railway
- 17 Sept – (M) Moselle: constructed treadway brigde across Marne Canal
- 18-22 Sept– in same area: performed road work
-23-25 Sept – Infantry practice
- For next 6 weeks until 5 Nov- (N) Pagny su Moselle:maintained roads and bridges
-13 Nov – (O) Mallin: constructed treadway bridge
- 15 Nov – (P) Thionville: guarded a bridge
-17-19 Nov – (Q) Metz: constructed a pontoon bridge
*Letters are referenced on map on next page
This concludes the actions of the 160th in France
Above information from Tipton’s manuscript found at www.toto.lib.unca.edu
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160 Combat Engineers
In Germany, Luxemberg, and Austria
Timeline
1944
5 Dec- (A) Lisdorf, Germany: attempted unsuccessfully to build bridge over the Sarr River
22 Dec- (B) Livange, Luxemborg
31 Dec- (C) Munsbach, Lux
1945
18 Jan- (D) Bettendorf, Lux:built a treadway bridge
22 Jan- (E) Medernah, Lux: provided security for a bridge
8 Feb- (F) Echternacht, Lux
24 Feb – (G) Bech, Lux: maintained supply routes
7-18 Mar – (H) Trier, Germany: built a treadway bridge
18 Mar- (I) Weiskirchen, Germany
27 Mar- (J) Mainz, Germany: built the longest tactical bridge in the world while under fire. 1896 ft long
over the Rhine river.
1 Apr- (K) Alsfeld, Germany
12 Apr- (L) Ingerslehm, Germany: saw Ohrdruf concentration camp
14 Apr- (M) Apolda, Germany: transported 540 German POW’s
25 Apr- (N) Frenghofen, Germany
5 May- (O) Salzburg, Austria: stayed in one of Hermann Goering’s estates
7 May- Germany surrenders
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After Ralph returned from serving in WWII, this is the duplex Ralph & Mildred lived in and is where
Donna, my sister, was born in August of 1947. (picture taken in 2011)
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This is a picture of a display case that contains Ralph Peters’ World War II memorabilia
Included are:
A picture of Ralph in his Army uniform
The army hat he is wearing in the picture
Several patches he wore (IX Army Corp patch & Army Corp of Engineers patch)
His dog tags
5 medals he earned
Army Corp of Engineer insignia pin
European Theater Ribbon with 5 battle participation stars
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On 18 May 1946, Ralph & Mildred purchased lot 11 of Block 10 of Bel Air. Sometime in late 1947 or early
1948, Ralph had a small 1 bedroom apartment built on this lot for himself, Mildred, and their first child,
Donna, to live in. While living there, on 25th of March 1949, they purchased the lot next to them, lot 12. On
lot 12 they built a 2 bedroom home for $7,000 and rented out the apartment next door they had built and
lived in earlier. On 3 July 1953, I (Wayne) was born while living in this home.

Lot 11 and 12 shown above. Lots 13 & 14 where owned by Clifford and Hazel Johnson. Hazel is Mildred’s
sister. There was a small wooded area and lake across the street from this home and I remember playing
there often as a child. Every Easter we would have a joint family Easter egg hunt across the street.
Left is a picture of the home on Bel Air extracted from an old home
movie my father made in 1955. Below is how the house looked in
December of 2011. The car port has been enclosed.
Below is picture of the
apartment home Ralph, Mildred,
and Donna lived in until the
house was built next door.
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On 8 September 1947, Ralph & Mildred purchased a 1934 Ford Tudor Sedan from Hazel Johnson,
Mildred’s sister.

Photo of Ralph & Mildred next to their 1934 Ford

Transfer of vehicle registration for the 1934 Ford Tudor Sedan
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On 17 July 1950, Ralph took a loan out for $1,200.50 from the Sanford Atlantic National Bank to purchase
a 1950 Chevrolet Styleline 2-door sedan.
th

Florida Automobile Registration card for the 1950 Chevrolet Styleline Sedan.

Stock photo of a 1950 Chevrolet Styleline Sedan, similar to the one Ralph & Mildred bought.
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This document states that Ralph L. Peters was elected Noble Grand of the Sanford Lodge #27, 16 July 1951.

Pg 23/27

This is the national emblem for the IOOF. It is 3 rings with the letters, F; which stands for friendship, L;
which stands for love, T; which stands for truth.
The Independent Order of Odd Fellows began in 18th Century England, it was deemed odd to find people
organized for the purpose of giving aid to those in need without recognition and pursuing projects for the
benefits of all mankind.

This is the building that the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Lodge #27, Sanford, FL., met in. It is
located at 107 South Magnolia Avenue.

Interesting note- Wyatt Earp was a member of the IOOF. Membership card in his name below is dated 3
March 1909.
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From around 1955 until around 1964, Ralph was working as a civilian employee for the Navy at the Sanford
Naval Air Station, Sanford, FL

Ralph Peters receiving a cash award from the Sanford Naval Air Station on his suggestion about use of
ballasts on the base. His suggestion helped the Air Station save on electrical expenses.

Entrance to the Sanford Naval Air Station cir. 1955
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Sometime in 1957, Ralph and Mildred sold their home on Bel Air and bought a home at 109 Sunset Drive
for $14,000.
Below is a picture of me standing in front of our home at 109 Sunset Drive in Sanford, FL and a picture of
our family standing out in back.

Picture below is of Ralph & Mildred standing in front of our home on Sunset Drive.

My mom still lives in this house today.
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Ralph Lee Peters is buried in Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Cemetery, Lennox, GA, next to his mother,
Carrie. Picture taken 7/19/08
My mom and my dad divorced when I was 8 years old. Within a year, he remarried and he and his wife
moved to Pensacola, FL, where he worked at the Naval Air Station there. I only have a few memories of
him before he moved, but I do remember going on several trips to New Smyrna Beach just east of Sanford,
FL. I remember one trip to the beach, a young child was accidently hit by a car and I watched as my father
ran and scooped the child up and ran with him in his arms to the lifeguard station nearby. I also remember
one time there was an air show going on at the Sanford Naval Air Base he worked at, and dad took me over
to the pilots of one of the large cargo planes on display and I was able to spend some time talking with
them. They offered to take me up with them, but I was too scared to go.
Wayne Peters, son

