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| Mildred L Hiers J

Born: 12 Oct 1924 Sanford, Seminole, FL
Married: 25 Oct 1942 to Ralph L Peters
Died:

Parents: William L Hiers & Helen Marie Freeman

Occupations: Housewife, sales clerk, school lunchroom

Family:
Husband:
Ralph Peters

Children:
Donna
Wayne

Mildred Hiers was born at her parent’s
home (pictured) in Sanford, FL. All 4
children were born in this home and grew
up here until leaving home to get married
or in the case of her brother, William,
went away to college to play football at
the University of Georgia.
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Above is a picture of all 4 children of William & Helen Hiers. I believe they are standing near the farm
of Joseph & George Hiers. Left to right are: Louise, William (Bubba), Mildred, and Hazel.
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Mildred went to elementary, middle, and high school in Sanford.

Southside Primary School 3" grade class picture dated 7 Dec 1932. Mildred is the 4™ one from the left,
sitting on first row.
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Sanford Grammar Sehool

Special Award Certificate

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT. )’Vz.%ﬂd 79/ L -
I:{/“Erféf{[(_yl;;zg LT ot c ot{/'/grbc/ A L 4

awas commended for-Z AL
173637

of room.__.Z. —of the Sanford Grammar School during the year

SIGNED: B 4 ) {i{,p%z/[) / ; iﬁqcn’A
Q/,Q/K( Pacclle

CELERY CITY PRINTING COMPANY, BANFORD
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hus sul‘isﬁtr;uri[g rnnt;:iﬂ-ch the Qourse of gthhé .};nﬁ:rihth For the Highth
Grude of the Sunford Junior Bigh Frhool sud is thereFore entitled to this
Eertificate of Promotion to the High School
Given ut Fanford, Wlovidn, this 572 duy B%ZL 1927
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Principal

hnnlg- Superintendent

High School, Sanford, Fla.

Sanford High School is pictured on Palmetto Avenu between Ninth and Tenth Streets.
school was completed in 1911 at a cost of $20,000.

T

Sanford High School became Sanford Junior High School in 1927. The building was last used as a
school in 1961.

Above picture and information found in the book, “Images of America, Sanford” by the Sanford
Historical Society, Inc., page 94.

Mildred and Ralph married before finishing High School. World War 11 had begun about this time and |
believe they felt Ralph would soon be off to war and they wanted to go ahead and get married.



STATE OF FLORIDA
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OFFICE of VITAL STATISTICS
CERTIFIED COPY

Marrviage License

NS v 0
C.J.No...z - - CENTRAL ay OF VITAL STATISTICS 39103

State of Floriva, 222222204  County

o anp Ainister of the Sospel, ov any Sffiter Legally Authorized to Solemnize the Bite of Matrimonp:
&libereas, Application having been made to the County Judge o 2 ounty,

of the State of Florida, for a license for marriage, and il appearing to the satisfaction of said
County Jedge that no legal impediments exist to the marriage now sought to be solemnized,
These are, Therefore, To authorize you to unite in the

Holy Estate of Matrimony /.
@?4_&1?&@* _______ an Mmﬂﬁ@q’ ez )

Gt you Inakereturn of the same, duly certified under your hand, to the County Judge aforesaid.
mzss, name as County Judge, and the seal aéz& rt, at the Caurthouse in

_%%‘ﬁé—”d ) this 22 \dag |of UZZADaY 2—
ﬁ %a/'—é,- County Judge.

SRR (2T
Certity, that thaywithin n / and
£ - _were by ine, the undersigned, duly united

in the Holy Estate,of Mairimony, by the authority of the in License. Done this._ =< = = ‘g-'_-_.._
day ufM__.-._._ ezl 197/@ at._ Flovida,
Wiinaes.. _7'{ Mﬂa{_ﬁ_

Witnsss Hokr) 7. Beues

Returned thzs_-_.ﬂA —_ _day of. _./_.@AC

Marriage Boo:-t___f’ _________ Page__p.._a;,:_'-_f.ﬁ =

a3svHd3 HO a343Lv 41 dioA

" VOID IF ALTERED OR ERASED .

, State Registrar Date Issued:  MAY 2 7 2009
THE ABOVE SIGMATURE CERTIFIES THAT THIS 1S A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF THE OFFICIAL RECORD ON FILE IN THIS OFFICE

THIS DOCUMENT IS PRINTED OR PHOTOCOPIED ON SECURITY PAPER WITH A WATERMARK OF THE GREAT
WARNING: SEAL OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA ON THE FRONT, AND THE BACK CONTAINS SPECIAL LINES WITH TEXT
DH FORM 1946 (08-04) ‘ ‘ll

2 5 6 5 9 5 7 5 CERTIFICATION OF VITAL F{ECOHD ‘l ||‘ Iml |u|| ||””|‘|‘IH”||"| |‘H ||‘

S kia BEUA RN

Witnesses signing the above marriage license are Louise Hiers, Mildred’s sister, and Robert Bruce who
will later marry Louise.
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Ralph and Mildred were married at the home of Judge Ware

After Mildred and Ralph were married, they first lived in Daytona Beach,
FL, where Ralph worked for a Construction Company. After Ralph joined
the Army in WWII, Mildred was able to live near where Ralph was being
trained at Fort George Meade near Baltimore, MD. The picture to the
right is, | believe, taken near Fort George Meade.
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After Ralph shipped out to Europe with the 160" Combat Engineers, Mildred moved back into her
parents home in Sanford, FL and worked first at the H & A Department Store in downtown Sanford.

This is the sign that hUr'lg above the department store. This sign is now part of the Sanford Historical
Museum on First street.

She later worked for J. C. Penney Co. in downtown Sanford, and quit working there after Ralph returned
from Europe. Around 1961, Mildred and Ralph divorced and Mildred worked first at the Lake Mary
Elementary School lunchroom (see picture below) and later returned to work at J. C. Penney, after it
moved to the Sanford Shopping Center, retiring after a total of 30 years of employment with the
company .While employed at J C Penney, Mildred worked as a sales person and a floor supervisor until
her retirement.

' Mildred is standing in the
- back. Picture is dated April
1964.
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J C Penney, first store on the left in this picture found on pg 2 of the book, “Images of America,
Sanford” by the Sanford Historical Society. This picture was taken during the years Mildred would have
been working there.

Here is a later picture of all 4
children of William & Helen
Hiers.

Back Left to Right: Mildred,
William, and Hazel.

Front: Louise
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After Ralph returned from serving in WWII, this is the duplex they lived in when Donna, my sister was

born in 1947.

While living in the duplex, Ralph and Mildred purchased 2
lots on Bel Air in Sanford. First they built a small
apartment home to live in while the larger house was being
built next door. Picture of home is on left and is where
Wayne was born 3 July 1953.

Both homes are still standing and are in pictures below taken in December of 2011.
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Sometime in 1957, Ralph and Mildred sold their home on Bel Air and purchased a home on Sunset
Drive in Sanfc;r(_j shown below.
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This is mom and dad pictured outside their home in Sanford, FL. They divorced when | was 8 years old,
but I still have fond memories of growing up in this home. My best memories are of Christmas morning
and after not getting much sleep the night before, my sister and | would be awakened by mom and dad
and | would run down the hall to the living room to see all the presents Santa had left for me.

After their divorce, my mom worked very hard to provide for me and my sister. She spent several years
working in the lunchroom at Lake Mary Elementary School, where | was attending, and then went back
to work for a total of 30 years for J C Penney. She always worked hard and made sure my sister and |
were in church every Sunday, had food on the table, and nice clothes to wear to school.

Mom inherited her mother’s talent for cooking and I still to this day look forward to her making her
famous banana pudding. She still lives in this same house in Sanford some 55 years later.

Wayne Peters, son



