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John Jacob Heyer, Sr 
 

 
No Picture Available 

Born: 3 Sep 1707 Pfalzgrafenweiler, Germany 
Married: 2 Feb 1734 Barbara Wagner 

Died: 1798 SC 
Parents: Michael Heyer & Barbara Hack 

 
 
 

The Heyer family migrated from Pfalzgrafenweiler, GR in 1751. Leaving their home, they probably loaded as 
many of their belongings as they could onto a wagon, traveled over land to the Rhine River, loaded everything 
they could on a boat, and sailed down the river to Rotterdam, Holland, where they boarded a ship to England 
and from there to Charleston, SC.          
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Article from “Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia” by Folks Huxford vol 10 pgs 204-205 
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Copy of original birth record from Pfalzgrafenweiler parish records 

 
 
German transcription: 

 
 
English transcription: 
Hans Jacob was born 3 Sep. 1707 in Pfalzgrafenweiler, a  son of Michel Hayr and his wife Barbara 
 
Above information obtained from Friedrich R Wollmershauser, German Genealogist and contributor to the 
book, “Hiers Genealogy” 
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Article from pg20 of “The Hiers Geneaology” by the R L Bryan Co of Columbia SC 
Passenger list from the ship “Ann” shows 3 of the families arriving related to Hiers tree, either they were 
married in Germany or married after arriving. 
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Anne was a 200-ton British galley, only 87 feet long and 26 feet wide 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Model of Ship Anne found at the “Ships of the Sea Maritime Museum” Savannah, GA 
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 following pages are  from the book, “Petitions For Land From The South Carolina Council Journals, 
volume II: 1748- 1752 
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Above pages from the book, “Petitions For Land From The South Carolina Council Journals, volume II: 1748-
1752 
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HEYER, JACOB, PLAT FOR 300 ACRES ON SALTCATCHERS SWAMP 

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/onlinearchives 
 

Between the years 1730 and 1766 the Colonial government of South Carolina actively encouraged 
immigration of foreign Protestants to the Province.  Appreciable numbers of immigrants from 
Germany began to arrive in the 1740s.  The year 1752 represented the peak of the migration with an 
estimated 1800 German settlers who arrived on several ships in the fall of that year.  Saxe-Gotha, 
Amelia, Salkehatchie, and the fork of the Broad and Saluda (Dutch Fork) became largely German 
settlements.  The Dutch Fork was the most densely settled, becoming home to 483 settler families 
by 1760, almost all of whom were of German origin (E. B. Hallman, “Early Settlers in the Carolina 
Dutch Fork 1744-1760”, Master’s Thesis, Wofford College).   It has been estimated that by the year 
1765 there were 7500-8000 Germans and German-Swiss who had come to the province of South 
Carolina (R. L. Meriwether, “Expansion of South Carolina, 1730-1765”). 

 
http://www.palmettoroots.org/Auswanderer.html 

 
 
 
 



 
Pg 10/11 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
pg 11/11 

 
This Historical Marker is located in front of the Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church south of Ehrhardt, 
SC.  

      
      
       
R Wayne Peters (right), descendent of John 
Jacob Heyer, and Carl Platts (left) 
descendent of Johann Jacob Platz, stand in 
front of the Hiers Historical marker. Both 
families came to America from Germany on 
the ship Ann in October, 1751.  
      
      
      
      
      
       
 
 
 

 
Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church.  
           All 3 pictures taken on September 13, 2008 

   
 
 
 
 


