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John Cates 
 

 
No Picture Available 

Born: 1751 NC 
Married: Mary Lawrence 

Died: 5 Sep 1829 Jefferson, TN 
Parents: Robert Cate & Elizabeth Wyatt 

 

1. John  CATE was born in 1753 in NC.. He died in 1827. He was buried in Dumplin Valley Baptist Church 
Cem., Dumplin, Jefferson Co.,TN..  

John Cate Sr. came to Dumplin Valley in 1782 from North Carolina. He was one of the passengers on the ship 
Safety from England, settling first in Edenten, N.C. then moved to Orange Co., N.C. and then to Dumplin. He 
had 15 children and was said to be the "patriarchal" leader of the entire valley much in the manner of 
Abraham. He was one of the charter members of Dumplin Valley Baptist Church, which is still in 1999 an 
active church. He is buried in the church cemetery. The old John Cate home is a "historic Dumplin Valley 
home". The house was built in 1825 is a colonial style red brick home painted white. The bricks made by 
slaves. It is said Mary still makes appearances in the home. Dumplin Creek was said to have gotten it's name 
during the Revolutionary War. The local militia was camped at the creek and making dumplings for their 
supper, when the British attacked and scattered the locals, then dumped the dumplings into the creek. 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~famtrees/CATE/john_1.htm 
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The first Baptist congregation was established in 1786 as French Broad Baptist Church. It met at Coon's 
Meeting House, two and one-half miles east of Dandridge (property of 
Michael and Rebecca Coons/Koontz). This church has a complete record from its 
beginning. 
 Dumplin Baptist Church was organized in 1797, its members having 
petitioned the French Broad Church for permission in 1794. John Cate, Sr., donated land 
for building the church, which was organized in 1797. Interestingly, 23 of the 27 charter 
members of Dumplin Baptist were women. Tidence Lane, progenitor of several Jefferson 
County family lines, was the first Baptist minister to establish a permanent church in 
present-day East Tennessee (Buffalo Grove, in Washington County). 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Image is scaled. Click image to open at full size.  

John Cate, Sr., was the first member enrolled on the records of Dumplin Baptist 
Church, Jefferson County, Tennessee, when it was organized in 1797.  
 
Dumplin Baptist Church; photo taken January, 1999. 
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 During the Revolutionary War years, 1775-1783, there was very little hard cash (specie) in the new states. 
Paper money (currency) was printed both by the Continental Congress and by the individual states, but rarely, 
if ever, was there sufficient specie or bullion in the Continental or state treasuries to back up these issues of 
paper money. The saying, "Not worth a Continental," is based on the public lack of faith in the paper money 
which was issued between the outbreak of the Revolution in 1775 and the ratification of the United States 
Constitution in 1789. A depreciation in the value of paper money resulted in an inflationary situation. At one 
point, near the end of the war, one dollar in gold or silver was worth $800 in paper money. 
 
 
 PAY VOUCHERS AND CERTIFICATES  

With little or no gold or silver in their treasuries, yet obliged to provide for necessary expenditures, North 
Carolina and the other states resorted to a complicated system of credit notes. In North Carolina this did not 
represent a new system, having been used during Governor William Tryon's administration (1765-1771) to 
defray the expenses of the War of the Regulation.  
Very simply stated, the following procedure was used: In place of hard cash for military service, soldiers were 
issued vouchers or certificates as written promises that they would be paid a specified amount in hard cash at 
some time in the future. The same system was adopted to pay for goods or other services that were bought or 
impressed as the war progressed. (As a comparison, the situation would have been the same had the U. S. 
Government decided to pay its soldiers in World War II in savings bonds instead of dollars.) 
http://www.archives.ncdcr.gov/FindingAids/Circulars/AIC1.pdf 
 
Below is a copy of a voucher issued to John Cates: 
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REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ACCOUNTS  

Revolutionary Army Accounts are books that were kept in the fashion of ledgers, between about 1780 and 
about 1795, for the purpose of recording various Revolutionary War military payments. A few volumes were 
compiled during the war by the district auditors on the occasion of their issuing or reissuing specie certificates; 
but most volumes were compiled between 1788 and 1793, to explain and detail North Carolina’s Revolutionary 
War expenditures when the state's military accounts with the Federal Government were being settled. There 
are thirty-one volumes in this series in the Archives; however, internal and external evidence indicates that 
some volumes in the series have not survived intact. 
http://www.archives.ncdcr.gov/FindingAids/Circulars/AIC1.pdf 

Here is a copy of a ledger that includes the name of John Cates and matches the amount on the voucher from 
page 5. 
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Head Stone of John Sr. Dated (1753-1827) 

Buried in Dumplin Valley Baptist Church Cemetery, TN 

 
Cemetery Photo  

Gate to Dumplin Cemetery at top of hill. Located behind Dumplin Baptist 
Church. 

 

javascript:openOriginalPhoto();�

	REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ACCOUNTS 

