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EDITORIAL

There is a Credo in the Roman
Catholic Church that has been
amost logt inablivion. ThisCredo
hasbeen thetarget for forgetfulness
intheApostate Church because of
what it clearly statesconcerningthe
Roman Catholic Church and
sdvation.

Thename of thisCredo hastaken
thenameof itsauthor, the Deacon,
St. Athansius. Accordingly, it is
known asthe* Athanasion Creed”.

Itwassaid inthe Divine Officeon
certain Sundaysof theliturgical year
a Primewnhichisoneof theliturgicd
hours. It wasthe unhappy victim of
the ecumenical axe that chopped
away at everything genuinely
Catholic. It had to go because it
taught adoctrineincompetiblewith
thenew reigion of syncretism.

However, theAthanasian Creedis
still in force in the true Roman
Catholic Church of dll time.

What was so offensive to the
Modernigt hereticsinthiscreed that
nothingwassparedjust to erasethis
onetruth fromthememory of man?
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Quitesmply, thevery beginning of
the creed destroyed any and all
doubt as to the necessity of the
Roman Catholic Church for
salvation. The creed begins:
“Whosoever wills to be saved
must beforeall elsehold trueto
the Catholic faith. And unless
everyonekeepsthisfaith whole
and undefiled, without doubt he
will perish forever.”

St.Athanasiuswas only adeacon.
Yet, Heisgiventheillugtrioustitleof
“Father of Orthodoxy” because he
stood before all others as the
gregtest luminary anongtheOrientd
Doctors. Hewaschosen by God to
be the champion and defender of
HisChurch againg theArian heresy

AthanasiuswasborninAlexandria
about the year 296 and was
ordained adeaconin 319. Hewas
chosen by hisBishop to accompany
him to the Council of Nice.
Athanasus acuteness, learningand
eloquenceinthat Council primarily
led the Council to condemn
Arianiam.

We Catholics of our day canlearn
much from the example of this



intrepid warrior of God against all
error and heresy.

When Alexander died in 328,
Athansius becamethe patriarch of
Alexandria Duringforty-fiveyears,
hewithstood, often almost alone,
thewholebrunt of theArian attacks.
He stood unmoved against four
Romean Emperors, wasbanishedfive
times, wasthebutt of every wrong
and caumny theArianscouldinvent
and livedin constant peril of death.
Hrmand unbendingindefenseaf the
Catholicfaith, itisnowonder that
he merited the honorable title of
“Father of Orthodoxy.” Hisstormy
lifeended in peace, 373A.D.

WEell worth our attention are the
truths yet to become a reality:
“...Heshall cometo judgethe
living and the dead; at Whose
coming all men shall riseagain
inther bodies, and shall givean
account of their works. They that
have done good shall go into

everlasting life, but they that
have done evil into everlasting
fire. All thisis Catholic faith
which, every man must believe
faithfully and firmly, else he
cannot besaved.”

What then must be thought of the
“Spirit of Vatican 11" ?What, then,
must bethought of Ratzinger alias
“Pope Benedict XVI"? May the
spirit of St. Athansius take
possession of those who must do
battle against all enemies of the
Church—whatever pietistic titles
they may givethemselves.

THEMAKING OFA GOODWILL ORTRUST:
HAVEYOUREMEMBERED GOD?
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REMEMBERING THE FRANCISCANSAND THEIR WORK
INYOURWILL ORTRUST!
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ORDER OF ST.FRANCISOF ASSISI, Inc.

3376 Mt. Read Blvd., Rochester, NY 14616
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TheBishop Speaks

Bishop LouisVezdisOFM

THE REMNANT ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
AGAINST THE DEMONIC
DISORIENTATION OF
TRADITIONALISTS
McKennathe" Theologian”

In his Encyclical Letter Aeterni
Patris, Pope Leo XIII rightly
praised the study of what has
become known as “Scholastic

Philosophy.”

Encyclicd Lettersaredirectedtothe
teaching authority of the Churchand
not to just anyone. That iswhy in
theintroduction of such asolemn
statement, the Pope addressesthose
towhom theEncyclical isdirected:

“To Our Venerable Brethren,
All Patriarchs, Primates,
Archbishopsand Bishopsof the
Catholic World, In Grace and
Communion WiththeApostolic
See...” Andthenthesubject matter
of theletter follows.

Notewell towhom the Encyclica
isfirst and foremost directed. The
“venerablebrethren” isthen listed.
Nowheredoestheletter addressthe
“ecclesiadiscens’ —the “Church
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learning” which is comprised of
lower clergy and thelaity.

The Pope addresses hisvenerable
brethrenwho makeup the“ecclesia
docens’ —the*teaching Church” for
areason.

Thereason isbased onthedivine
order established by Jesus Christ
when, among other things, He
commanded the apostles, as the
Pope affirmsfrom Holy Scripture
“to go and teach all nations
(Matt. 28, 19), and left the
Churchwhich Hehad founded to
be the common and supreme
teacher of thepeoples. For men,
whom thetruth had set free, were
tobepreserved by thetruth; nor
would the fruits of heavenly
doctrines by which salvation
comes to men, have long
remained had not the Lord
Christ appointed an unfailing
authority for theinstruction of
thefaithful.”

This true Pope of the Roman
Catholic Church stressesthe point
that “ TheChurch...sofaithfully
followed out Hiscommandsthat
its constant aim and chief wish



was this, to teach truereligion
and contend forever against
erors.

To this end assuredly have
tended the incessant labor of
individual bishops; to thisend
also the published laws and
decrees of Councils, and
especially the constant
watchfulness of the Roman
Pontiffs, towhom assuccessors
of the blessed Peter in the
primacy of theapostles, belongs
theright and office of teaching
and confirmingtheir brethrenin
thefaith.” (Aeterni Patris).

What thisdedicated Pope foresaw
over one hundred years agoisso
prevalent today. For, itisthefalse
philosophy decried by Pope Leo
Xl that prevaledinWojtylawhose
philosophy was tainted with the
fase philosophy of theworld.

Pope Leo XI1I continues: “ Since,
then, accordingtothewar ning of
theapostle, themindsof Chrigt’s
faithful are apt to be deceived
and theintegrity of thefaith to
be corrupted among men by
philosophy and vain deceit
(Coloss. 2, 8), the supreme
pastors of the Church have
alwaysthought it their duty to
advance, by every meansin ther
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power, science truly so called,
and at thesametimeto provide
with special carethat all studies
should accord with the Catholic
faith, especially philosophy, on
which aright apprehenson of the
other sciences in great part
depends. Indeed, Venerable
Brethren, on this very subject
among others, We briefly
admonished you in Our first
Encyclical L etter; but now, both
by reason of the gravity of the
subject and thecondition of the
time, weareagain compelled to
speak to you on the mode of
takingup thestudy of philosophy
which shall respond most fitly
tothetruefaith, and at thesame
timebemost consonant with the
dignity of human knowledge.”

ThisHoly Father pinpointsthecause
of dl thestrifeintheworld asbeing
due to false philosophy. False
philosophy hasled Statesto follow
theerroneousconclusonsinevery
areaof their competency and dl this
percolated down to the masses.

We need to consider moreearnestly
the consequencesof falseideasthat
haveinfiltrated the Church. Most
people may be unaware of the
insidious nature of false ideas
conjured up by the mind to draw
the will into words and actions
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contrary to the divinely reveaed
truthsof thefaith.

Perhaps Pope Leo XIII repeats
what many of our readers already
know. Namely, “ For sinceit isin
thevery natureof man tofollow
the guide of reason in his
actions, if hisintdlect sinsat all
hiswill soon follows; and thusit
happens that looseness of
intellectual opinion influences
human actions and perverts
them. Whereas, on the other
hand, if men be of sound mind
and takether stand on trueand
solid principles, therewill result
avast amount of benefitsfor the
publicand privategood.”

Itisvery significant that scholastic
philosophy, also called “ perennid”
philosophy is no longer taught in
once-Catholicuniversities. Itisalso
true that many of those who once
sat intheclassroom asseminarians
and studied the different branches
of philosophy no longer remember
what they have been taught.

Pope Pius X1l lamented this fact
when he, too, wasforced to write
an Encyclical Letter “ON
CERTAIN FALSE OPINIONS
which threaten tounderminethe
foundationsof catholicdoctrine.
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Thisisnot thefirst timethat timely
quotationsfromthisEncyclica have
been printedin The Seraph for the
ingtruction of dl Catholics.

In this Encyclical, Pope Pius XlI
points out the obstaclesthat stand
intheway of recognizing truth. He
writes

“It is not surprising that such
discord and error should always
have existed outsidethefold of
Christ. For though, absolutely
speaking, human reason by its
own natural forceand light can
arrive at a true and certain
knowledge of the one per sonal
God, who by His providence
watches over and governs the
world, and alsothenatural law,
which theCreator haswrittenin
our hearts, still therearenot a
few obstaclesto prevent reason
from making efficient and fruitful
use of its natural ability. The
truthsthat haveto dowith God
and therelations between God
and men completely surpassthe
sensibleorder and demand self-
surrender and self-abnegationin
order tobeput into practiceand
to influence practical life. Now
the human intellect, in gaining
theknowledgeof such truths, is
hampered both by theactivity of
thesensesand theimagination,

7



and by evil passonsarisngfrom
original sin. Hence men easily
persuade themselves in such
matters that what they do not
wishtobelieveisfalseor at least
doubtful.” (Humani Generis,
August 10, 1950).

Obvioudy, theseEncyclicd Letters
are written so that all those with
teaching authority might be made
aware of the errors that may well
be promoted behind their backsin
private.

Errorsinbdief —theological errors
—invariadly havethar origininerors
of thought. AsSt. Anthony of Padua
had said: “...all heresies have
their originintheideathatitis
necessary to adapt to the spirit
of thetimes.”

There are many who propose the
idea even in public that papal
Encyclica shavenoweight because
they are not solemnly pronounced
and, therefore, do not seem to
invoke the supreme power of a
Pope' sTeaching Authority.

Pope Pius X1l answers this error
with the following doctrinal
statement: “Nor must it be
thought that what isexpounded
in Encyclicals L etters does not
of itself demand consent sincein
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writing such L ettersthe Popes
do not exercise the supreme
power of their Teaching
Authority. For thesemattersare
taught with theordinary teaching
authority, of which itistrueto
say: ‘He who hearsyou, hears
me (Lukel0: 16); and generally
what is expounded and
inculcated in Encyclical L etters
already for other reasons
appertainsto Catholicdoctrine.
But if the Supreme Pontiffsin
their official documents
purposely passjudgment on a
matter up to that time under
dispute, it is obvious that that
matter, according to the mind
and will of the same Pontiffs,
cannot beany longer consider ed
a question open to discussion
among theologians.” (Humani
Generis).

Our concern is not the obvious
errors of the Modernist Church.
What isto be serioudly considered
arethosewho confuseand deceive
those Catholicswho have had the
courage to separate themselves
from theApostate Church.

In dealing with the errors of
McKenna, somemight mistakenly
concludethat | am scoffing at some
serious philosophical and
theological work. Thisis not my
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intention. It is not my intention
becausethe purpose of every word
andwork inthenameof theMysticd
Body must beginwithtruth, continue
in the truth and lead to a fuller
understanding of thetruth.

Itisnot my wish to arguewith the
serioustheol ogian who would seek
to clarify some confused area of
thinking on thematter of vaidity of
the recent occupants of the papacy,
but only with thesophist whowould
explanaway apanful redlity.

Although accused by one whose
reasoning is spiced with sophistry,
it hasalwaysbeen my intention to
educate and enlighten thefaithful
concerning therealitieswhichwe
facetoday. The sophist, however,
does not have this intention, but
rather playstothegallery, ashedid
in ancient Greece. “The sophist
appeals to the ignorant,
especially when heappealstothe
learned” (GK. Chesteron).

| do not think it amissto describe
asbest | canwiththeaid of agood
dictionary, just what asophist does,
and why he does it. Much time
cannot beusedto enter into afinely
detailed psychoanalysis of the
sophist mentality. Sufficeit to say
for practical purposes that the
sophist mentality is a devious
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mentality becausethe sophist uses
deceptivewords. Thepurposeisto
deceive. And, when it comes to
matters regarding the eternal
salvation of souls, therecan beno
recourseto falsecharity.

St. Anthony of Padua and every
saint of the Church were sooner or
later engaged inthe defense of the
teaching and practicesof theChurch
against those who sought to
“interpret” thesethingstofit their
particular mould. In aword, one
might say that rather than re-making
onesdf intheimageand likeness of
Christ, these individuals seek to
make Christ in their image and
likeness,

How serious can these
consderationsbe?Ask yoursdf this
question: If you believe, as a
Catholic must believe, that the
Sacramentsare necessary means of
salvation, can you be satisfied if
someonenot apriest or evenif heis
apriest and not having authority from
hisbishop attemptsto absolveyou
from your sins? But thisis what
McKennapreachesand practices.

Do you think your wishing is
enough to makeahost becomethe
Body of Christ and the wine to
become the Blood of Christ?
Furthermore, even if someoneis
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dressed likeapriest and hasall the
paraphernaliaof aclergymen, yet
lacking valid and licit reception of
Holy Orders? In aword, he only
looks like apriest. But thisisthe
tragic caseof al those“ordained”
by Marcel Lefebvre and his
subsequent “bishops’ aswell asdl
those of the Modernist, Apostate
Churchwho have been* ordained”
or “consecrated” after 1968 when
thevalidritua for ordinationswas
changed into a Protestant invalid
ritud.

McKennahasbrazenly mockedthe
need for an internal intention by
temerarioudly rejecting the sound
practice of the Church aspresented
by myself in exercising the heavy
burden of defendingthefaithagaingt
any and al. McKenna has even
rgjected . ThomasAquinasonthis
matter and hasplaced himsdif at the
head of the* Churchteaching’ like
somekind of “ambassador without

portfolio.”

But to provethe correctnessof the
Church’sdoctrineand practicein
such matters, allow thefollowing
citationto bepresented. Itisameatter
of historicd fact.

Duringthefourteenth and fifteenth
century, hundreds of thousands of
Jawsentered the Churchin Spain.
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One Jewish infiltrator by the name
of AndresGomazwhowasaparish
priest in Toledo, Spain (1486)
admitted that for fourteen yearshe
had said his parish Mass without
having the express intention of
consecrating. Duringthat sametime,
thisman admitted that he secretly
never gave absolutionto thosewho
cametohimfor Confession.

Do you think thismost successful
tactic of the Jews is no longer
practiced? Think again!

Thosewho have some knowledge
(Sadly, not enought) of thedifferent
tacticsof thesedetermined enemies
of theCatholic Church painfully fal
into thetrap of our arch-enemies.

Congder for amoment —thosewho
are honest and courageous enough
— the basic cause for the Great
Apostasy: Religious indif-
ferentism. How could it be that
although boasting of a billion
“Roman Catholics’ worl dwidethat
somay bishopsand priestsso easily
melted before the clever tactics of
just a few Freemasons who had
already a strong foothold in the
Vatican?

Achilles Lienart, the 30" degree
Freemason who was so active
during this *“Second Vatican
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Council” wasvery closeto Lefebvre
evenfromLefebvresseminary days
inLyon, Francewith Lienart ashis
professor and later “ordaining” and
“consecrating” perceived*bishop.”

Yes, itisvery embarrassingto admit
suchahumiliatingand tragicredlity.
Who knowshow many falsepriests
and false bishops were spread
around theworld? Some of them,
perhaps, completdy ignorant of their
tragic Stuation, whileothersregaled
in their cynical parody of a
priesthood they sought to discredit
and destroy.

Thecaseof the Lefebvrite Sect was
amply treeted in previousarticlesof
The Seraph. Only abrief mention
of it is enough to point up
McKenna' sblind spitethat would
sacrifice soulsto eterna damnation
simply because his deep-seated
pride and foolish ambition had led
himtowallow inthegrimeand grit
of heresy and schism.

Again, anyone can read the
extensive study that had been made
ontheneedfor aninterna intention
for thevalidity of aSacrament. Yet,
rather than honestly and thankfully
accept theteachingsof the Church
asthey werefaithfully presented by
abishop endowed with supernaturd
teaching authority, McKenna
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malicioudy contacted aFr. Francis
Nugent who was the head of an
extra-canonica Benedictinegroup
inOregonwiththeideathat |, Bishop
LouisVezelis, OFM, did not have
theintention of ordaining Rev. Aidan
Miller who had been expdled from
the Franciscan Order.

This is true because Fr. Nugent
called me and asked the question,
saying; “I KNOW WHAT YOU
WILL SAY, BUT | WANT TO
HEARIT FROM YOU.” Healso
added that it was McKenna who
was saying thesethings.

Theteaching of the Churchisvery
clear for those who are true
Cathalics. Not only the matter and
form of aSacrament are necessary
for validity but also the inner
intention. Itisnot enoughto smply
say the words (the form of the
Sacrament) for the respective
Sacrament, but there must be the
intention of doing what the
Church does.

Proof has been given why a
Freemason cannot have such an
intention becausehisentirerdigion
is Luciferian and his goal is to
destroy theRoman Catholic Church
andtoreplaceit with thereligion of
the Antichrist: Talmudic-
Freemasonry.
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McKennaclingsobstinately tothis
error and can only beconsidered a
heretic and schismatic out sdethe
Mystical Body of JesusChrist.

Thecongant teaching of the Church
of which St. Thomas Aquinasis
among thegreatest lightshaveall
taught thenecessity of that intention
whichiscaled“interior” becauseit
comes from that part of human
actionsthat havetheir origininthe
soul.

No whereinthewords (theform)
that are necessary for thevalidity of
aSacrament isthere mention made
of themeremechanicd repetition of
thewordsfor the Sacrament to be
produced.

The Council of Trent defined that
intention in the minister of the
Sacramentsisnecessary, that is, the
will todowhat the Churchdoes” Si
quis dixerit, in ministris dum
sacramentaconficiunt et conferunt,
non requiret intentionem saltem
faciendi quodfacit Ecclesia; A.S.”
(That is“anathemasit” —let them
becondemned). Sess. 14, can.9, et

cap. 6).

Towill to do what the Church does
meansthe samething astowill to
dowhat Christ intended concerning
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the Sacraments. Thisneed for the
interior intentionisadogmaof our
faith. Just because it was not an
explicittheory inancient times, itis
clear that the Church practiced at
al timeswhat later wasmademore
expliat.

According to reputabletheologians,
therearetwomainkindsof intention
of doing what the Church does.
Namedly, themereexterior intention
andtheinterior intention.

Hereiswherewemust beaert and
focus our attention. In the case
wheretheintentionismerdy exterior
and comprises the intention to
perform the serious and complete
accomplishment of the sacramentad
rite; and actually does so, but
inwardly, yet without any outward
evidence thereof, he has the
intention of acting in mockery or
even hasthe positiveintention not
to confer the sacrament.

We have just seen the account of
just such agtuationwheretheMass
was visibly offered while the
“celebrant” did not havetheinterior
intention of consecrating.

We need not go far to witnessthe
samething. Priests(Who, inredlity
arenot priests despite gppearances)
areat thealtar, dressed in priestly
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vestments, and performing al the
ceremoniesof theMass, recitingdl
the prayers, even the words of
consecration, but who, through a
sacrilegiouss mulation, would have
the formal intention not to
consecrate, and would be acting
withamerely exterior intention.

When doesavalid priest havethe
internd intention? Hehastheinterior
intention not only when heintends
to accomplishthe sacramentd rite,
but, in hisinmost heart, he purposes
with al sincerity to do what the
Church does.

Thequestionwasonceasked: Isthe
interior intention absolutely
necessary for validity?Would not
theexterior intention be sufficient?

Ambrose Catharinus, O.P. and
many who followed him after his
death thought that the exterior
intention wastheonly onerequired
for thevalidity of the Sacrament.

Thistheory, although seemingly a
vaidone, contained such flawsthat
it waseventualy scrappedinfavor
of the explanation and position of
Hugh of S. Victor. Totheargument
that if theinterior intention were
necessary, then thefaithful would
never be sure asto the validity of
the Sacramentsthey receive. Yes,

MAY 2010

this may be true on the surface.
Neverthe ess, wehave dready seen
one or two factswhere everything
exteriorly wascompleteintherite,
but theminister of the Sacrament did
not havetheintention of doing what
the Church does.

It may even be suggested that there
were many infiltrators into the
Church and still are such for the
purpose of undermining the faith
and eventualy destroyingit, using
thetecticof falseconverson, or fase
reception of Holy Orders.

If Catholic dogmas were mere
human doctrines, it would be
concelvablethat thefaithful would
never besureof valid and fruitful
Sacraments. Perhaps the biggest
problem with many theologiansis
that they become so engrossed in
promoting their theoriesthat they
forget that the Church is a
supernaturd institution guided and
protected by the Holy Ghost.

Often things take an unexpected
turn in the Church. There arose a
new theologica school that revived
theteaching of Hugh of . Victor,
which had not been forgotten from
the 12 to the 16™ century, and
affirmed that theminister must have
and interior intention. Among the
principa theol ogianswho embraced
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this opinion were Bellarmine,
Suarez, Vasquez, de Lugo,
Tournely, Benedict X1V, Franzdin,
Hurter, Chr.Pesch, Morgott, Billot,
and many others.

Who would wishto arguewith the
objectivetruth of thosewho seein
thenecessity of aninterior intention
the very association as ministers of
Jesus Christ in carrying out their
duties? For, the administration of
valid Sacraments cannot be
achieved satisfactorily by just
performingtheexternd ritesof the
Sacrament.

The administration of the
Sacramentsrequiresthat theminister
must havethesncereintentioninhis
inmost soul to do what the Church
does.

Theminigter of the Sacrament isthe
representative of Christ and the
Church; inthesacramentd actionhe
must conform his will to that of
Chrigt and the Church. If someone
were to administer a Sacrament
merely by perfectly observing the
externd ritewhilehavinganintention
completely opposed towhat hewas
doing, the Sacrament would be
invalid.

We might consider the minister of
the Sacramentsasthe agent of his

14

principd. Evencivil law recognizes
the need for the agent to havethe
internd intention, or, desire, tofulfill
the requirements set down by the

principd.

Theagent must adheredtrictly tothe
conditionsof hisagency. Also, the
argument of those who would
resurrect theopinion of Catharinus
fall to seethat a Sacrament can be
renderedinvalid by other meansthan
just by the lack of the proper
intention. Material may be
subgtituted for valid matter; aword
added or subtracted from theform
would render aSacrament invalid.

The Augustinian monk, Francis
Farvacques defended thefollowing
proposition at Lovain in 1678:
“Baptismisvalidly conferred by a
minister who observes all the
externd riteand preservestheform
of thesacrament, but saysresolutely
tohimself: ‘I haveno intention of
doing what the Church does.””

Accordingto Very Rev. P. Pourrat,
V.G. Rector of the Theological
Seminary of Lyons (France) from
which most of the materia istaken
(Theology of the Sacraments,
1924), that proposition was
condemned December 7, 1690 by
PopeAlexander VIII.
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The author points out that
Catharinus’ doctrine was not
censured because he, Catharinus,
wascontentto say that theexterior
intention was sufficient without
adding or specifying as Farvacques
didthat it would be so even when
theminister would haveinhisinmost
soul the positive intention of not
doing what the Church does.

Although Catharinus was not
condemned, nevertheless, the
condemnation of Farvacqueswas
caculated to discredit Catharinus
doctrine. And thisisexactly what
happened. So much so that hardly
anyone now dares openly to adopt
it.

This is a way to silence those
obgtinateopinionsthat kegp showing
up and too often lack a deeper
insight into the psychology of the
sacraments.

While the Apostles were not
theol ogiansintheaccepted meaning,
their theology was the practical
application of what Christ taught
them by word and example. They
did as Christ commanded them to
do without knowing the
metaphysical or psychological
details. These latter were |eft, by
divinedesign, for futuregeneraions.
No one would fault St. Thomas
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Aquinas for his mistaken
understanding of thesoul inthelight
of Aristotelian thinking. It took the
subtleinsights of the Franciscan,
Blessed John Duns Scotus, to
eucidatethepsychologicd question
of when doestherational (human)
soul enter the tiny person in its
mother’swomb.

What are some conclusions of all
that hasbeen presented herein order
to show that McKenna's
“theology” on the necessary
intention for the validity of a
Sacrament is not in line with the
teachingsand practiceof theRoman
Cathaolic Church.

In practice, oneisnever allowed
toact accordingtothat opinion.
For although there seem to be
good reasonsin itsfavor, in the
administration of the
Sacraments, the safest course
must ever befollowed.

According to Bemnedoct X1V,
whenthereisreasonto believethat
a sacrament which cannot be
repeated and has been very
probably conferred by a minister
who had not theinterior intention,
that sacrament is to be repeated
conditiondly, unlesstimedlowsto
consult Romeonthelineof conduct
to befollowed. Rome sanswer will
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amost dwaysbethat Baptism and
Ordination must be repeated
conditiondly.

SincetheCouncil of Trent it gppears
that decidedly thereislittlefavor for
thesystem of Catharinus.

It isimportant that every Catholic
be madeawareof thefd seteaching
of McKenna because he
shamelesdy ignoresthe practice of
the Church and pretends, at |east,
to recognize the validity of Holy

Orders administered by a
Freemason whoserdigionisthat of
theAntichrist and, therefore, could
not possibly have the requisite
interna intention neededfor avdid
Sacrament. Inthiscase, wereterae
ourwarningtoal thosewhowill take
their eternal salvation serioudly:
Those ordained or consecrated
in the Lefebvrite line are not
valid priestsnor arethey valid
bishops. They are merely

Protestant ministersclothed in
thegarmentsof Catholicism.

- VisittheFranciscan —

HomePageon theinternet.
http://FriarsMinor.org
and
http://franciscanfathers.com

Our e-mail addressis: friars@friarsminor.org

Our blogswith audiosermons.

http://friar sminor .blogspot.com/
http://bishoplouisofm.blogspot.com/
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Archbishop Ngo-Dinh-Thuc
Martyr for the Faith

On February 25, 1981, Archbishop
Ngo-Dinh-Thuc (elder brother of
assassinated president of South
Vietnam, President Ngo-Dinh-Diem)
made astartling public declaration. He
spoke as a Bishop of the Roman
Catholic Church - successor of the
Apostles - and with full knowledge
of his episcopal authority.

Archbishop Ngo was hated by a lot
of people - including his own
countrymen, among whom were
those he had seen to the altar of God
as priests. He was a real problem for
the Conciliar Modernists because he
was not just an ordinary Archbishop,
but even more: he was the older
brother of the President of Vietnam.

Until Archbishop Ngo, there was
anarchy. There is still anarchy only
because the anarchists profit by the
confusion they create. The order
established by God continues, just as
the crucifixion did not put an end to
the Church.

TheArchhishop condemned the New
Mass and the New Sacraments as
invalid. He condemned the M odernism
reigning supreme in the Vatican; He
condemned the false ecumenism, the
adoration of man (the cult of man),
religious liberty to embrace any
religion whatever; the refusal of
Church authorities to condemn
heresies and to expel heretics. As a
necessary and logical conclusion to
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all the accusations made - accusations
which really needed no proof because
their truth was so public - Archbishop
Ngo declared:

“ldeo, quatenus episcopus
Ecclesiae Catholicae Romanae,
judico sedem Ecclesiae Catholicae
Romanae vacantem esse, et
opportet me, uti episcopus, omnia
facere ut Ecclesias Catholica
Romae perduret ad salutem
aeternam animarum.”

What this declaration means is that
he, Archbishop Ngo, having weighed
all that was transpiring in Rome and
elsewhere was forced to one
conclusion: All the evils poisoning the
Mystical Body of Jesus Christ can
have but one source: the very heart
of Catholicism: the Vatican! Theblood
is poisoned with Modernism, as Pope
St. Pius X had stated in his Encyclical
Letter “Pascendi” against Modernism.
Archbishop Ngo perceived this same
thing and asafaithful and courageous
bishop of the Roman Catholic Church,
he knew he must act.

You can read this and much morein
the book .

Archbishop Ngo-Dinh-Thuc —
Martyr for the Faith.

Order your copy today from:

The SERAPH

3376 Mount Read Blvd

Rochester, New York 14616-4344
Suggested donation is: $15 postpaid.
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Sermons and Addresses
OF
HIS EMINENCE
WILLIAM CARDINAL
O’ CONNELL
ARCHBISHOP OF BOSTON

THE EARLY CHURCH

A SERIESOFFIVE
CONFERENCES

DELIVERED AT THE
CATHOLIC SUMMER
SCHOOL,

PLATTSBURGH, N. Y., 1895.

THE PERSECUTIONS, THE
STORM

THE gtory of thepersecutionsof the
Church of Chrigtissouniqueinthe
history of the human race, that it
might seemincrediblewereit not thet
witnessesand monumentsaboveany
possible exception render it certain
beyond any doubt. For who would
believe that emperors, rulers,
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governors, magistratesand menin
general of all classes would
unrelentingly harass, combat and
punish ardigionthe soleobject and
purposeof whichistoteachjustice
and holiness herein thislife, and
point to peaceand happinessinthe
lifetocome ardigionwhichledthe
world back againto theknowledge
of truth, and taught men, rulersand
ruled, their dutiestoward God, their
neighbor, and themselves, duties
whichrightly fulfilled could havebut
oneeffect, thediffusonthroughdl
the world of peace, making earth
animageof theKingdom of Heaven.

Yet “ Fremuerunt gentes: adgtiterunt
reges terrae, et principes
convenerunt in unum adversus
Dominum, et adversus Christum
gus.” If we consider only the
Roman Emperors, from Tiberius,
under whom Christ completed His
mission, and died upon the Cross
for our salvation, down to
Constantine the Great, we may
enumerateforty-seven Caesars. Of
these, not al indeed werelikeNero,
mongtersof crudty andinhumanity;
many distinguished themsaves by
military valor and wise government,
caring deeply for thewdfareof thar
people and the glory of their
kingdom, and yet even among these
were many who enacted lawsand
drew theimperid swordfierceand
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sharpagang theChrigians, flooding
the Roman Empirewith the blood
of theinnocent. Mark, we passover
now, the persecutionsraised by the
Jews and by the nations of the
provinces of imperia Rome. For,
wereweto take an account of these
a0, wemight well assert that from
the birth of the Church of Christ,
down through three long, weary,
heartlesscenturies, Chrigtianity had
no peace, or enjoyed it at such brief
intervals, that one storm had
scarcely abated before there was
heard in thedistance therumbling
and murmur of another that soon
beat withincreased fury.

Theargumentwhich Chridiansdrav
from the fierceness of the
persecutions, the invincible
constancy of the martyrs and the
triumph of the Church in spite of
universal opposition; isoneof the
srongestindemongratingitsdivine
origin. It explainswhy theenemies
of the Church endeavor to extenuate
thefierceness of the persecutions
and diminish the number of the
Martyrs. Henry Dodwell, in his
“Quaestiones Cyprianicae,”
published in 1684, seeksto prove
that the number of those who shed
their blood as confessors and
martyrs of the faith, is greatly
exaggerated; while in our days,
Renan among others, to the same
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end, attempts to disprove the
indubitable inhumanity of the
Church’'searliest foes. But themost
learned studentsof that period dlow
neither Dodwe | nor Renanroomfor
credence. Among these, worthy of
specia praise, are Ruinart and
Mameachio. But theglory of refuting
beyond all response Dodwell and
Renan wasreserved to thelearned
and conscientious French student
Paul Allard, who, inhisfivevolumes
of the* History of the Persecutions
of theFirst Two Centuries,” based
upon the most trustworthy and
authentic documents  of
archaeology, with wonderful
eruditionand precision of argument,
closes forever the mouths of the
Church’senemieson thissubject.

Upon the subject of to-day’s
conference, wemust consider many
points, for under thissubject | must
look into the causes, the occasions,
the pretextsof the persecutions, ther
extent, duration, ferocity, and
number. You are not unaware that
the story of the persecutionseven
summarily told, wouldfill volumes,
andtherefore, | need hardly say that
inthislecturel shall becompelled
merely to indicate what history
reveals. Let usfirst consider the
causes which have been assigned
for theearly tridsof theChurch.As
therewasnoreal causefor hunting
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down and endeavoring to extirpate
an organization so purely beneficent
indesignand pacificinmeasuresas
Christianity, many causes and
reasonswereinvented. Thesewe
may gather from the contumelious
namesby whichthe Chrigianswere
designated. They were called
factious enemies of the Emperor,
dangeroustothedate, hatersof the
humanrace, sacrilegious, criminds,
irrdigious, and atheists. Fromthese
calumnious appellations, we may
gather the causeswhich roused the
early pagans against our fathersin
theFaith. They wereconsidered as
the enemies of the religion of the
Empire and its divinities, and
therefore, of the state itself.
Moreover, they wereaccused of the
most infamous crimes. Were the
book “ DeOfficio Proconsulis’ ill
extant, in which the famous
advocate Domitius, inthetime of
Alexander Severus (222-235)
gathered all the edicts of the
Emperorsagainst the Chrigtians, we
should have at hand the various
causeswhich they alleged to have
moved them in the suppression of
Christianity; but unfortunately, this
book has perished and weremain
gl uncertain astotheexact reasons.
Nevertheless, the great historian
Eusebius has conserved some
edicts, published by the later
Emperors, from which we may
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collect someof the causesassgned
by their predecessorsasinspiring
them to act with such relentless
hatred and persistent tyranny. Inthat
of Maximianus, promulgatedin 311,
weread that hisdistrust and fear,
and consequently his persecution of
theChrigtiansof histime, arosefrom
thefact that they despised therights
andingtitutions of the Empire, that
they dared to make laws for their
owngovernance, independent of the
dtate, and held a oof fromthe public
rites. TheEmperor Maximinus, in
hisletter datedtheyear 312, affirms
that the Emperors Diocletian and
Maximian, were impelled to
persecute the Christians, because
“amost all men abandoning the
worship of theimmortal gods, had
betaken themselvesto the sect of
the Christians.” “Diocletianus et
Maximianus cum cunctos fere
homines, relicto Deorum
immortaium cultu, ad Chrigianorum
sectam se gpplicuisse cernerant.”

Itisplainthereforefromthisedict,
that the cause assigned by these
Emperorsfor their animosity againgt
their Christian subjects, was the
refusal of thelatter to worship the
national divinities. But from the
cadumnieshurled againg themby the
people, aswell asfromthejestsand
caricatures of whichthey werethe
butt, wemay well arguethat inthe
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popular mind, other causes and
motives were assigned for their
harsh and cruel treatment. Enmity
towards the human race and
criminal superdtitionandwitcheraft,
which wereall crimesagainst the
state, were among these; and both
Tacitus and Suetonius intend to
indicatejust these accusationswhen
thefirst writesthat the Christiansin
the persecutionsunder Nero were
convicted* deodio humani generic’;
and the other accuses them
“superdtitionisnovaeet maeficae.”

But whatever the causesdleged for
the persecutionsenacted against the
Christians, and so bitterly carried
out, they wered| unfounded, unjust,
and unreasonable. Thereal causes
werethefoolish superstition of the
pagans themselves, the private
jedousesand hatred of thecommon
people towards their Christian
neighbors, thefear of the priestsof
logngther dientde anda timesthe
weakness of the Emperors in
yieldingtothewhimsof thepeople,
or their desire to turn away the
torrent of distrust and didikewhich
thepeopleboretowardsthemselves.

We can best understand the fear,
the hatred, and, consequently, the
persecution of thefollowersof the
Cross, if weplace ourselvesfor a
moment back intothetimesof which
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wetresat, and among the peoplewho
arrayed themsdvesagainst thenew
faith. The golden age of Augustus
had not all passed away; poetry,
eloquence, and the fine arts still
adornedlife. Luxury, followinginthe
wake of wealth and the enormous
richesin which the Romansof that
day reveled, had begun its effects
upon its devotees. Pleasure and
enjoyment were the only
occupations of the hour, even the
temples were but theatres where
magnificent pomp and glittering
ceremonial satisfied the craving of
the Roman heart for show and
pageantry. Bacchus and Venus
received fullest adoration fromall
classes, the noble patrician, the
prosperousmerchant, thefreedman,
andthedave Ther rdigiousfedivas
were nothing more than orgies,
wherethemost absolutelicensewas
permitted, and decency andthelast
vestige of modesty werethrownto
thewindsunder thevell of worship
to the gods. The feast day of the
Emperor was a time when
voluptuousness, drunkenness,
disorder were the best proofs of
loydty tothelmperial Mgesty. The
whole day was often spent at the
bath, which served asaplaceof the
most sensual recreation; and what
time could be spared from this
debauchery was filled up by
attendance at thecircus, where, as
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isnot seldomthe case, cruelty and
the most outrageous heartlessness
succeeded to effeminacy and luxury.
For there the same eyesthat were
delighted with the most finished
worksof art gloated uponthefierce
combat of the gladiators and the
most revolting scenesof bloodshed.
Thegravity and power of the Senate
had vani shed; the honest, vigorous
meanlinessthat had madeRomewhat
it was, wasnolonger visible. The
Palatine gleamed dl night withthe
lampsof banquet halls, filled with
the gay and dissolute court.
Seriousness, moral law, justice,
moderation were gone forever.
Behold in the midst of this
effeminate, pleasure-loving,
licentiousthrong, alittlegroup, who,
by thestrong contrast of their dress,
their bearing, their very
countenance, gppeared distinct and
different fromdl their surroundings.
They took no part in the long,
gorgeous processions that filed
under thetriumpha arches, dongthe
gaily decorated streets, up to the
marbletemples, wherethefragrant
incense was burned, and the
dazzling sceneof crowdsand vestas
and gold-robed priests stood
around thedtar, and to softest music
from a thousand pipes sang the
praisesof ther fasedivinities.

They shrink into the by-waysand
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hurry onto out-of-the-way temples
tojointill othersa ready assembled
at thesmplicity of ceremonid that
distinguished thisstrangereligion.
Issuing from thesequiet places, they
meet the rollicking and reckless
crowd that, half drunk from their
libations, and wreathed with
garlandstornfromtheir shrines, rent
the air with lascivious jest and
indecent mirthand song.

To the invitations to join their
bacchanalian dances, where men
and women, half nude, gave free
vent totheir lawlesspassions, these
worshipers of Christ turned their
heads in unfeigned disgust and
disapprovd. EvenintheEmperors
feaststhey Hill heldthemsdavesfrom
the mad gatheringsand their wild
excesses. At the baths they were
never seen, and they never entered
the porta sof thegreat amphitheatre
towitnessthegresat gladiatorid feats
and the slaughter of the daves.
Hence, forsooth, judged from their
absence from the feasts of both
Gods and Emperor, they were at
once stamped as atheists and
traitors. Above the music of the
dance, thecoarsesong of theorgies
and the vivats that rose up to the
imperia palace, ascended thecry
which spreadfromliptolip, bringing
terror to the souls of the early
faithful, “To the lions with the

THE SERAPH



Christians, the Christians to the
lions”

Thisisthe picture that Tertullian
handsdownto usin describingthe
causeswhich prompted the pagans
of hisday to single out asenemies
of thehuman race, despisersof the
gods, and rebellious citizens, the
men and womenwho, faithful tothe
teachings of thetruefaith, refused
to participate in these scenes of
crime and licentiousness.
Reproached for their singular
indifference to the common
pastimesand public holidays, and
absencefrom thetemples, hethus
responds* Thetheatreisthe scene
of impure love. What Christian
mother could gazeupontheseviews
of immodesty unshocked; what
Christian but would blush at the
company hefindsthere?’

Aganheanswers, “Truly Chrigtians
aresavagesand enemiesof thedate,
because they do not assist at your
fedtivities, but celebratewith ajoy
wholly interior, and not with
debauchery, your Emperor’sfeast
days. How truly deserving of death
we arefor offering up prayersfor
the Emperor without ceasingto be
chasteand modest.” Herewe have
indicated plainly thefirst reasons
whichturnedtowardsthe Chrigtians
the hatred and suspicion of their
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pagan neighbors. Once made the
mark of pagan hatred, on account
of thissingular abstention fromthe
public festivities, theimagination
soon hd pedtofill out other and more
explicit accusations. Their meetings
in private, to which none but the
initiated wereadmitted, soon made
them appear as political
conspirators and  social
revolutionists. Some renegades,
maliciously misinterpreting the
Sacrifice of the Mass and the
Sacrament of the Eucharistic Feedt,
noised it abroad that these secret
observances were the scenes of
human sacrifice in which the
Christians murdered an innocent
babe, and then consummated the
horriblecrimeby drinkingitsblood.
Moreover, the frequent miracles
wrought by the Christians were
ascribed to them as the results of
witchcraft and necromancy. So that
at thevery beginning of thereign of
Nero, the Roman people had
learned to consider them as a
dangerousassociaionwhich plotted
insecret placesand inthedarkness
of the night against thewelfare of
the government and the life of the
Emperor.

Asthe new religion continued to
grow with marvelous rapidity,
extending fromRomethroughout dl
the provinces of the empire, the
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templeswere deserted, the priests
of paganismwererousedto asense
of their waninginfluence; and soto
the suspicion was soon added the
jedousy of thepriests. Only amatch
was needed to turn all this
smoldering massof antipathy intoa
fearful conflagration. That match
wastheburning of Rome.

Theearly part of Nero’sreign was
distinguished by justice and
prosperity, but thiswas duerather
to the wisdom and honesty of
Senecaand Burns, to whom at that
timewasentrusted the management
of affairs. But soon matterschanged,
and the Roman peoplebecamefully
conscious of thereal character of
theimperia profligate. Crimeafter
crime had succeeded in bringing
upon himthecontempt of theRoman
people. The climax of his mad
excesseswasreachedinthesetting
firetothecity. Thiswould havebeen
also the sudden close of hisreign
wereit not for theingenioussubtlety
withwhich hediverted from himsdf
theaccusationsarrayed against him
by his subjects who, tired of the
infamousactionsof thismonster, at
last determined to rid themsalves of
a ruler who showed absolute
disregard for hissubjects.

HiswifewasaJewess, and among
hismost influentid adviserswereto
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bereckoned many rich Jaws. These
courtiers advised him to avert
suspicionfromhimsdf by layingthe
charge of incendiarism at the door
of the Christians. Nobody believed
the calumny, not even the Romans
themsalves, asTacitusplainly writes,
and the Christians, hurried before
the magistrates, interrogated and
examinedjuridicaly, proved beyond
doubt, that they were utterly
innocent, but they werenevertheless
convicted, not of theburning of the
city, it is true, but, forsooth, of
hatred to the human race. This
pretext sufficed to turn theminds of
theangry Romansfromthe Emperor
himsdlf, and so, instead of thecry,
“Bread and circuses,” arose the
shout, “The Christians to the
bessts.”

Thefirst legd persecution datesits
originfromthe greatest monster of
inhumanity and crimethat ever sat
upon athrone; theworthy prototype
of al who, intimes succeeding, up
to our day, have molested the
Church of God. Well may werepest
with Tertullian: “We glory in a
persecution inaugurated by such a
tyrant.” This persecution may be
taken as a type of al those that
followed up to the peace of
Constantine. The causes aleged
were the same, the accusations
aganst the Christiansthe same, the
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manner of torment and character of
the punishmentsinflicted weredike.

Whether this persecution under
Nero was confined to Rome, or
extended to the provinces, cannot
bedetermined with perfect historicd
accuracy, though Sulpicius,
Severus, and Orosiusinformusthat
it raged throughout the whole
empire. Tacitusisour authority for
affirming that duringthispersacution
an enormous multitude (multitudo
ingens) of Christianssuffered death.

As to the characters of these
punishmentsallottedtothevictims
of this unjust malice, the mere
mention of them makesus shudder,
and on reading the authentic
accounts given us of these awful
scenes of cruelty, wewonder how
menwith any vestige of feeling left
in them could measure out such
brutal torturesfor even beasts. To
enumerate afew, we haveonly to
repeat a description left us by
Tacitus. Some were nailed to the
Cross, some were sewn up in the
skinsof wild beasts, and the dogs
of the streets set upon them, and,
most horribleof dl, otherscovered
with pitch and tar were bound to
stakesinthearenaand setonfireto
illuminatethecircusat night, while
Nero himself, dressed as a
charioteer, drove among these
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humantorches.

Amongthosefirsttogivethear lives
for thefaith in thisreign of terror
were St. Peter, the Prince of the
Apostles, and St. Paul, his co-
|aborer Rome. The conversion by
. Peter, of one of the concubines
of Nero, brought upon himthewrath
of thetyrant. Hewas arrested and
thrown into the dungeon of the
Mamertine Prison, whence hewas
ledforthto crucifixioninthevery
gardens of Nero, on the Vatican
Mount, on June 7, of the year 67.
About the sametime St. Paul met
hisglorious death by decapitation
near the Fulvianwatersin aplace
now called the Three Fountains, till
venerated at thepresent day. It was
acommon form of death to which
the Chrigtiansweresentenced, to be
condemned to wild beasts in the
arena. Those condemned to this
desthwerecdled“bedianii” . Atfird,
they were stripped naked and
flogged by thevenatoresor hunters,
who stood all around the arena
brandishing great whips in their
hands. Beforetheseflagellators, the
Martyrsweredriven, compelled to
runthrough thisfrightful gauntlettill
the blood streamed from their
bodies. They werethendressedin
thegarmentsof thepriestsof Saturn,
and so like human sacrificesto this
cruel god, they were led forth to
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mest thelionsand death.

In reading the accounts of these
persecutions, one cannot fail to
recognizethat theevil spirit himself
had entered into the minds of the
persecutors, so that no meanswere
left untried to makethe Christians
waver in the faith and renounce
Christ. Let merepeat hereafew of
the tortures, of which we have
authentic accounts in the best
accredited writersof that time. Itis
not apleasant sceneto review, but
as a mere matter of history,
confirming thepropositionwehave
Set out to prove, we cannot passit
by in silence. One of these
refinementsof crudty, accordingto
Ruinart, wasthe extraction of the
tongueand dl theteeth. Somewere
cut open and filled with grain and
throwntotheswineto bedevoured;
some were dragged upon a
pavement of sharp stones;, some
wereburied dive, aswelearnfrom
. Gregory of Tours, some, likeS.
Lawrence, were broiled alive.
Sometimesthemartyrswereburned
“according to law,” that is, as
Lactantiusobserves, condemned to
die by slow fire; the ashes were
ground to dust and throwninto the
river or tothewinds.

Horrible asisthe mere mention of
such deaths asthese here narrated,
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they arebut afew specimensof the
amost endlessvarietiesof crudties
towhich the Confessorsof theFaith
were subjected. Itisenough for our
purposetoindicatethese.

Now, if we go down through the
long weary period of three hundred
years, the history of the Church at
this period seems, with but afew
brief intervals, amply acatd ogue of
these heart-rending scenes. Surely,
thiswasfor theinfant Churchavery
baptism of blood; and if in later
times Christianity roseto itstrue
position asapowerful, influential,
and magnificent organization,
reflecting, inameasure, theglory of
the Church triumphant, it candways
look back to these three first
centuries as the proof of its
indefectibility and the price of its
future prosperity.

To Nero succeeded Vespasian and
Titus. Duringtheir regnsthe Church
enjoyed ashort respite; then came
Domitian, whom Juvenal calls
another Nero. Clement the Roman,
who lived at thisvery time, wasan
eye-witnessof many abloody scene
enacted by thecruelty of thistyrant.
In hisletter to the Corinthians, he
gpesksof themultitudesthat suffered
themost tarribletorturesduringthese
yearsof trid. Itissignificant of the
high postion, socidly and paliticadly,
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whichdistinguished many members
of the Church of this time, that
among thosewhom Domitian put to
death were Flavius Clemens, the
conaul, and HaviaDomiitilla, hisown
niece. Wehavethisontheauthority
of Dion Cassius, Eusebius, and
Brusius, apagan author of thesame
period. The most distinguished
martyr of thistimewas St. Johnthe
Evangdist, whowas condemned to
bethrown into acauldron of boiling
oil beforetheLatin Gate. It hasbeen
attempted toimpugntheveracity of
this statement, but onthe authority
of St. Jerome, and Eusebius, the
most learned studentsand critics of
history universdly admitit. Itismore
than likely that towards the end of
hisreign, perhapsweary of thefight
which proved utterly usdessagainst
Christianity, Domitian, by private
orders, mitigated thecrudtiesof his
early reign, for Tertullian assuresus
that hedlowed many of thosewhom
he had banished for the Faith to
returntotheir homes.

Nervasucceeded Domitian, and his
policy wasan entirely peaceful one,
but hereigned only two years. Then
suddenly thefireblazed out afresh,
when Trajan renewed the severest
edictsof Nero and Domitian. Itisa
singular fact that men, otherwise
noted for their clemency and
wisdom, whenitisaquestionof the
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Church become most narrow,
ignorant, and heartless. Thiswasthe
case with Trgjan. By the pagan
authorsof histime, heisdescribed
asoneof thevery best of theRoman
Emperors; in fact the senate
conferred upon him the title
Optimus. Yet from theActs of the
Martyrs, and the letters of St.
Ignatius, welearnthat though hewas
kind and just to the rest of his
subjects, hewasimplacablein his
hatred of theChrigians. It ssemsthat
he had a superstitious dread that
unless he propitiated the gods by
ridding hiskingdom of theseathei gts,
the pagan divinitieswould wreak
thelr vengeanceuponhisempireand
himsdf. Fromthelettersof Fliny the
Younger, who wasthe governor of
Bithynia, we may gather the
harshnessof theedictspublished by
command of the Emperor.

(To be continued)
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Could You Explain Catholic Practices?
Rev. CharlesJMullay, S.J.

Every Catholic should be able
intelligently to explain not only the
doctrines of the Church but even the
ceremonies. The Catholic serviceis
beautiful in its symbolism. The
correct understanding of this
symbolismwill bring an appreciation
of the ceremonies, and help to raise
the heart to God. Could you explain
the use of incense during many of our
ceremonies?

In chapter thirty of the Book of
Exodus we find that God instructed
Moses how to make incense and to
“set it before the tabernacle of the
testimony, in the place where | will
appear to thee.” It wasto bereserved
“asholy totheLord,” and was not to
be used for other purposes.

Incense in religious worship is
symbolic of prayer. This is clearly
shown bothinthe Old andinthe New
Testament. In Psalm cxl, verse 2, we
find theinspired author begging God
“Let my prayer bedirected asincense
in Thy sight,” while St. John in the
eighth chapter of the Apocalypse
speaks of the Angel coming and
standing before the altar, “having a
golden censer; and there was given
to him much incense, that he should
offer of the prayers of all Saintsupon
the golden dtar, which is before the
throne of God.”
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Incense is also used as a sign of
respect. TheMagi presentedit assuch
tothelnfant Babein Bethlehem. Asa
mark of our respect and adoration it
is used at the Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament. At Holy Massthe
crucifix, the altar, and the bread and
wineareincensed because each hasa
symbolic meaning and refersto Christ:
the Passion of our Savior, Christ as
the altar or foundation of our Faith,
and as the food of our souls by His
great gift of the Holy Eucharist.

The priest and the people areincensed
a the Holy Sacrifice as a mark of
respect and as an invitation that their
prayers and love of God may ascend
like sweet incense. At a Catholic
funeral, the body of the deceased
receives the same honor because it
wasthe dwelling place of animmortal
soul andisdestined torise again from
the dead.

Incense is made from granulated
aromatic resin obtained from two
trees: the Boswellia sacra of Arabia
and the Boswelliapapyriferaof India.
Various spices are sometimes mixed
withtheresinin order to enhancethe
fragrance and to produce a thicker
smoke.
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The Dialogue of Saint Catherine of Siena

Trandated by Algar Thorold

A TREATISE OF PRAYER
(Continued)

How they who are imperfect desire
to follow the Father alone, but
they who are perfect desire to
follow the Son. And of a vision,
which this holy soul had,
concerning diverse baptisms, and
of many other beautiful and useful
things.

“Asl havetoldyou, theselatter have
issued forth from the house, which
isasign that they have arisen from
imperfection and arrived at
perfection. Open the eye of your
intellect and seethem running by the
Bridge of the doctrine of Christ
crucified, whichwastheir rule, way,
and doctrine. They place none other
before the eye of their intellect than
Christ crucified, not the Father, as
they do who are in imperfect love
and do not wish to suffer pain, but
only to have the delight which they
find in Me. But they, asif drunken
with love and burning with it, have
gathered together and ascended the
three steps, which | figured to you
as the three powers of the soul, and
also the three actual steps, figured
to you as in the Body of My only
Son, Christ crucified, by which steps
the soul, asl told you, ascended, first
climbing to the Feet, with the feet of
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the soul’s affection, from thence
arriving at the Side, where shefound
the secret of the Heart and knew
the baptism of water, which has
virtuethrough the Blood, and where
| dispose the soul to receive grace,
uniting and kneading her together in
the Blood. Where did the soul know
of this her dignity, in being kneaded
and united with the Blood of the
Lamb, receiving the grace in Holy
Baptism, in virtue of the Blood? In
the Side, where she knew thefire of
divine Charity, and so, if you
remember well, My Truth manifested
to you, when you asked, saying:
‘Sweet and Immaculate Lamb, You
were dead when Your side was
opened. Why then did You want to
be struck and have Your heart
divided? And He replied to you,
telling you that there was occasion
enough for it; but the principal part
of what He said | will tell you. He
said: Because My desiretowardsthe
human generation was ended, and |
had finished the actual work of
bearing pain and torment, and yet |
had not been able to show, by finite
things, because My lovewasinfinite,
how much morelovel had, | wished
you to see the secret of the Heart,
showing it to you open, so that you
might see how much more | loved
than | could show you by finite pain.
| poured fromit Blood and Water, to
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show you the baptism of water,
which is received in virtue of the
Blood. | aso showed the baptism of
lovein two ways, first in those who
are baptized intheir blood, shed for
Me, which has virtue through My
Blood, even if they have not been
ableto have Holy Baptism, and also
inthosewho are baptizedinfire, not
being ableto have Holy Baptism, but
desiringit with the affection of love.
There is no baptism of fire without
the Blood, because the Blood is
steeped in and kneaded with thefire
of Divine charity, because, through
lovewas|t shed. Thereisyet another
way by which the soul receivesthe
baptism of Blood, speaking, as it
were, under a figure, and this way
theDivinecharity provided, knowing
the infirmity and fragility of man,
through which he offends, not that
heisobliged, through hisfragility and
infirmity, to commit sinunlesshewish
todo so; but, falling, ashewill, into
the guilt of mortal sin, by which he
loses the grace which he drew from
Holy Baptisminvirtue of the Blood,
it was hecessary to leave acontinual
baptism of Blood. This the Divine
charity providedin the Sacrament of
Holy Confession, the soul receiving
the Baptism of Blood, with contrition
of heart, confessing, when able, to
My ministers, who hold the keys of
theBlood, sprinkling It, inabsolution,
upon theface of the soul. But, if the
soul be unableto confess, contrition
of heart issufficient for thisbaptism,
the hand of My clemency givingyou

30

thefruit of this precious Blood. But
if you are ableto confess, | wish you
to do so, and if you are ableto, and
do not, you will be deprived of the
fruit of the Blood. It is true that, in
thelast extremity, aman, desiringto
confess and not being able to, will
receive the fruit of this baptism, of
which | have been speaking. But let
no one be so mad as so to arrange
his deeds, that, in the hope of
receiving it, he puts off confessing
until the last extremity of death,
when he may not be able to do so.
Inwhich case, it isnot at all certain
that | shall not say to him, in My
Divine Justice: ‘You did not
remember Me in the time of your
life, when you could, now will I not
remember you in your death.’

“You see then that these Baptisms,
whichyou should dl receive until the
last moment, are continual, and
though My works, that is the pains
of the Crosswerefinite, the fruit of
themwhich you receivein Baptism,
through Me, are infinite. Thisisin
virtue of the infinite Divine nature,
united with the finite human nature,
which human nature endurespainin
Me, the Word, clothed with your
humanity. But because the one
natureis steeped in and united with
the other, the Eternal Deity drew to
Himself the pain, which | suffered
with so much fire and love. And
therefore canthisoperationbecalled
infinite, not that My pain, neither the
actuality of the body beinfinite, nor
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the pain of the desire that | had to
complete your redemption, because
it wasterminated and finished onthe
Cross, when the Soul was separated
from the Body; but the fruit, which
came out of the pain and desire for
your salvation, is infinite, and
therefore you receive it infinitely.
Had it not been infinite, the whole
human generation could not have
been restored to grace, neither the
past, the present, nor thefuture. This
I manifested in the opening of My
Side, where is found the secret of
the Heart, showing that | loved more
than | could show, withfinitepain. |
showed to you that My love was
infinite. How? By the Baptism of
Blood, united with the fire of My
charity, and by the general baptism,
given to Christians, and to
whomsoever will receiveit, and by
the baptism of water, united with the
Blood and thefire, wherein the soul
issteeped. And, inorder to show this,
it was necessary for the Blood to
come out of My Side. Now | have
shown you (said My Truth to you)
what you asked of Me.”

How worldly people render glory
and praise to GOD, whether they
will or no.

“And so perfect isher vision that she
sees the glory and praise of My
Name, not so much in the angelic
nature asin the human, for, whether
worldly peoplewill or no, they render
glory and praise to My Name, not
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that they do so in the way they
should, loving Me above everything,
but that My mercy shinesinthem, in
that, in the abundance of My charity,
I give them time, and do not order
the earth to open and swallow them
up on account of their sins. | even
wait for them, and command the
earth to give them of her fruits, the
sun to give them light and warmth,
and the sky to move above them.
And in all things created and made
for them, | use My charity and mercy,
withdrawing neither on account of
their sins. | even give equally to the
sinner and the righteous man, and
often more to the sinner than to the
righteous man, because the righteous
manis ableto endure privation, and
| take from him the goods of the
world that he may the more
abundantly enjoy the goods of
heaven. So that in worldly men My
mercy and charity shine, and they
render praise and glory to My Name,
even when they persecute My
servants; for they provein them the
virtues of patience and charity,
causing them to suffer humbly and
offer to Me their persecutions and
injuries, thus turning them into My
praise and glory.

“So that, whether they will or no,
worldly peoplerender to My Name
praise and glory, even when they
intend to do Meinfamy and wrong.”

How even the devils render glory
and praise to GOD.
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“Sinners, such as those of whom |
have just spoken, are placed in this
lifeinorder toaugment virtuesinMy
servants, asthedevilsarein Hell as
My justiciarsand augmentersof My
Glory; that is, My instruments of
justice towardsthe damned, and the
augmenters of My Glory in My
creatures, who are wayfarers and
pilgrimsontheir journey to reachMe,
their End. They augment inthemthe
virtues in diverse ways, exercising
them with many temptations and
vexations, causing themtoinjureone
another and take one another’s
property, and not for the motive of
making them receive injury or be
deprived of their property, but only
to deprive them of charity. But in
thinking to deprive My servants, they
fortify them, proving in them the
virtues of patience, fortitude, and
perseverance. Thus they render
praise and glory to My Name, and
My Truthisfulfilled in them, which
Truth created themfor the praiseand
glory of Me, Eternal Father, and that
they might participatein My beauty.
But, rebelling against Me in their
pride, they fell and lost their vision
of Me, wherefore they rendered not
to Meglory through the affection of
love, and I, Eternal Truth, have
placed them as instruments to
exerciseMy servantsinvirtueinthis
life and as justiciars to those who
go, for their sins, to the pains of
Purgatory. So you seethat My Truth
isfulfilled inthem, that is, that they
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render Me glory, not as citizens of
life eternal, of which they are
deprived by their sins, but as My
justiciars, manifesting justice upon
the damned, and upon those in
Purgatory.”

How the soul, after she has passed
through this life, sees fully the
praise and glory of My Name in
everything, and, though, in her
the pain of desire is ended, the
desire is not.

“Thus in all things created, in all
rational creatures, and in the devils
is seen the glory and praise of My
Name. Who can see it? The soul
who isdenuded of the body and has
reached Me, her End, seesit clearly,
and, in seeing, knows the truth.
Seeing Me, the Eternal Father, she
loves, and loving, she is satisfied.
Satisfied, she knows the Truth, and
her will isstayed in My Will, bound
and made stable, so that in nothing
canit suffer pain, becauseit hasthat
which it desired to have, before the
soul saw Me, namely, the glory and
praise of My Name. She now, in
truth, seesit completely in My saints,
in the blessed spirits, and in all
creatures and things, even in the
devils, as | told you. And athough
she also seestheinjury doneto Me,
which before caused her sorrow, it
no longer now can give her pain, but
only compassion, because sheloves
without pain, and prays to Me
continually with affection of love,
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that | will have mercy ontheworld.
Painin her isended, but not love, as
thetortured desire, which My Word,
the Son, had borne from the
beginning when | sent Him into the
world, terminated onthe Crossin His
painful death, but Hislove— no. For
had the affection of My charity,
which | showed you by means of
Him, been terminated and ended
then, you would not be, because by
loveyou are made, and had My love
been drawn back, that is, had | not
loved your being, you could not be,
but My love created you, and My
love possesses you, because | am
onething with My Truth, and He, the
Word Incarnate with Me. You see
then, that the saints and every soul
in Eternal Life have desire for the
salvation of souls without pain,
because pain ended in their death,
but not so the affection of love.

“Thus, asif drunk with the Blood of
the Immaculate Lamb, and clothed
inthelove of the neighbor, they pass
through the Narrow Gate, bathed in
the Blood of Christ crucified, and
they find themselvesin Me, the Sea
Pacific, raised fromimperfection, far
from satiety, and arrived at
perfection, satisfied by every good.”

How after Saint Paul was drawn
to the glory of the blessed, he
desired to be loosened from the
body, as they do, who have
reached the aforesaid third and
fourth states.
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“Paul, then, had seen and tasted this
good, when | drew him up into the
third heaven, that isinto the height
of the Trinity, where he tasted and
knew My Truth, receiving fully the
Holy Spirit, and learning thedoctrine
of My Truth, the Word Incarnate.
The soul of Paul wasclothed, through
feeling and union, in Me, Eternal
Father, like the blessed ones in
Eterna Life, except that his soul was
not separated from his body, except
through thisfeeling and union. But it
being pleasing to My Goodness to
make of him a vessel of election in
the abyss of Me, Eterna Trinity, |
dispossessed him of Myself,
because on Me can no painfall, and
| wished himto suffer for My name;
therefore | placed before him, asan
object for the eyes of hisintellect,
Chrigt crucified, clothinghimwith the
garment of Hisdoctrine, binding and
fettering him with the clemency of
theHoly Spirit andinflaming himwith
the fire of charity. He became a
vessel, disposed and reformed by
My Goodness, and, on being struck,
made no resistance, but said: ‘My
Lord, what do You wish me to do?
Show me that which it is Your
pleasure for me to do, and | will do
it.” Which | answered when | placed
beforehhim Christ crucified, clothing
himwith thedoctrine of My charity.
I illuminated him perfectly with the
light of true contrition, by which he
extirpated his defects, and founded
himinMy charity.”
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How the soul who finds herself in
the unitive state desires infinitely
to have the barren earthly state
and unite herself to GOD.

“And when | depart fromthe soul in
the af oresaid way that the body may
returnalittletoitscorporal sentiment,
the soul, on account of the union
which she had made with Me, is
impatient in her life, being deprived
of union with Me, and the
conversation of the Immortals, who
render glory to Me, and finding
herself, amid the conversation of
mortals, and seeing them so
miserably offendingMe. Thisvision
of My offense is the torture which
such souls aways have, and which,
with the desire to see Me, renders
their life insupportable to them.
Nevertheless, astheir will isnot their
own, but becomes one with Mine,
they cannot desire other than what |
desire, and though they desire to
come and be with Me, they are
contented to remain, if | desirethem
to remain, with their pain, for the
greater praise and glory of My
Name and the sal vation of souls. So
that in nothing are they in discord
with My Will; but they run their
course with ecstatic desire, clothed
in Christ crucified, and keeping by
the Bridge of Hisdoctrine, glorying
in His shame and pains. Inasmuch
as they appear to be suffering they
are rejoicing, because the enduring
of many tribulationsistothemarelief
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in the desire which they have for
death, for oftentimes the desire and
the will to suffer pain mitigates the
pain caused them by their desire to
quit the body. These not only endure
with patience, as| told you they did,
who are in the third state, but they
glory, through My Name, in bearing
much tribulation. In bearing
tribulation they find pleasure, and not
having it they suffer pain, fearing that
I reward not their well-doing or that
the sacrifice of their desires is not
pleasingto Me; but when | permit to
them many tribulationsthey regjoice,
seeing themselves clothed with the
suffering and shame of Christ
crucified. Whereforewereit possible
for them to have virtue without toil
they would not want it. They would
rather delight in the Cross, with
Christ, acquiring it with pain, thanin
any other way obtain Eterna Life.
Why? Because they are inflamed
and steeped inthe Blood, wherethey
find the blaze of My charity, which
charity isafireproceeding fromMe,
ravishing their heart and mind and
making their sacrifices acceptable.
Wherefore, the eye of the intellect
islifted up and gazesinto My Deity,
when the affection behind the
intellect isnourished and united with
Me. Thisisasight which | grant to
the soul, infused with grace, who, in
truth, loves and serves Me.”

(To becontinued)
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