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EDITORIAL

Traditionaistsarethinly disguised
neo-Protestants often possessed by
none other than scribes and
Phariseesfrom thedepths of Hell.
A harsh saying, but nevertheless
panfullytrue.

It would seem that history hasmade
acompleteturnand hasreturned to
those early centuries when great
saints battled against hereticsand
schismatics. Oneneed only read the
Fathers of the Church to be
convinced of this.

The scribes and Pharisees were
laymen who meddled in religion.
They appeared to bezed ousfor the
law, but infact werethe hypocrites
so | abeled by Jesus Christ. Today,
these same* scribes and Pharisees”
arenot restrictedtothe heretical sect
commonly known as “ Judaism.”
Their spritjumpsout a you likethe
Jack-in-the-Box with that same
gartlingsurprise.

Thespirit of thescribeand window-
dressing Pharisee showsitself in
much the sameway today asit did
fromthedaysof theBabylonianand
Syrian captivities. Today, onemight
hear such bleating as “concerned
Catholiclayman” from the oddest
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corners. Andwhenthis“concern” is
seriously and objectively
conddered, theconclusonisaways
thesame: Perverted ambitioninan
areathat goesagainst the doctrine
and disciplineof the Church.

Satan has certainly succeeded in
blowing the dust of dissent and
division into the minds of many.
Yearsago, whenanindividua had
amisunderstanding with hispastor,
hedidthe only reasonablething he
could do: He stopped going to
church. Of course, such conductis
unreasonable. But when one
becomesthetoy of tyrannical devils
today, the exaggerated perception
of evil eruptsinto defiantly childish
absurdities.

Thewolf isno longer satisfied in
destroying the sheep, he would
destroy the shepherd.

Thisisthe simple picture of what
passes for “Catholicism” in the
mindsof so many misguided (self-
guided) people who fancy
themselves more competent than
those whom the Holy Ghost has
appointed to succeed theApostles.

It is because these “concerned”
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Catholicsareadanger tothemsdves
and to others that the laws of the
Churchregarding censorship must
beappliedtotheinternet asasource
of constant error cleverly disguised
insmatteringsof truth. Moresouls
have been led astray because the
Devil temptsthemintothinking they
are competent judgesin spiritual
meatters.

The number of otherwise good
peoplewho have been negatively
influenced by do-it-yoursdf “ spiritud
directors’” and “theologians’ is
extremely large.

While making rosariesisaworthy
useof one'stime, itisno substitute
for serious prayer and study of the
faith under the guidance of a
quaified dergyman.

Life never goes backwards. The
direction we take apart from that
already defined by the Churchand
based on experienceis certain to

end badly. For this reason we ask
all thosewho would be Catholicto
curb their curiosity in religious
mattersandturnther attention only
to approved authors whether in
reading printed matter or going on
lineto themany Catholic-sounding
traps set up by Satan.

It isthe apostate Church that has
erased the necessary distinction
betweenthe” Church Teaching” and
the” Church Learning”. The Church
Learning, or, Taught iscomprised of
thelaity and lower clergy (priests).
The Church Teachingiscomprised
of avalid Popeand Bishops. This
istheorganizationof thetrue Church
of theNew Covenant.

No onehastheright to call onesdlf
a“Catholic” whowill not abide by
thisdivinely ingtituted order. Those
who would dispute this divinely
instituted order should know that
they merit thename*“heretic” and
“schismdic.”

THEMAKING OFA GOODWILL ORTRUST:
HAVEYOUREMEMBERED GOD?

LET YOURBLESSINGS
CONTINUETOBLESSOTHERS BY
REMEMBERING THE FRANCISCANSAND THEIR WORK
INYOURWILL ORTRUST!

OurLegd Titleis:

ORDER OF ST.FRANCISOF ASSISI, Inc.

3376 Mt. Read Blvd., Rochester, NY 14616
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TheBishop Speaks

Bishop LouisVezdisOFM

THE REMNANT ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
AGAINST THE DEMONIC
DISORIENTATION OF
TRADITIONALISTS
McKennathe" Theologian”

Most readers are eager to learn of
the“McKennafdlacies’ asitwould
be proper to describethem. Before
doing s, it isnecessary to makea
point concerning the Catholic
hierarchy as opposed to the
Modernist Apostate hierarchy and
the usurper “bishops” of the
“Traditiondid” variety.

Atthetimethefollowing declaration
was written and signed by four
Bishops, therewereonly twovalid
and legitimate Bishopsintheentire
United States. Of thefour Bishops,
two had been consecrated by
Archbishop Ngo in France. Both
were from Mexico. These two
Bishopswerethe co-consecrators
with Bishop Musey in the
consecration of Bishop Louis
Vezdis, OFM onAugust 24, 1982.

Onthefollowing day, August 25,

1982, thesefour Bishopssigned an
OATH TO CONSERVE AND
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PRESERVE UNITY IN THE
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.
Thiswas done beforethe Blessed
Sacrament in the Chapel of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary on the
Franciscan groundsin Greece, NY.

Theoath stated:

BecauseOur Lord JesusChrist
greatly desired that weshould all
form but one single fold under
one shepherd, and praying for
thisunity toHisheavenly Father
intheprayer at theL ast Supper:

“HOLY FATHER, KEEP IN
THY NAME THOSE WHOM
THOU HAST GIVEN ME
THAT THEY MAY BE ONE
EVENASWEARE.” (John 17,
1)

Wemust occupy our selveswith
the task of conserving and
preservingthisunity soardently
desired by our Divine
Redeemer. But, we cannot
conserveand preservethisunity
unlesswemutually promiseand
recognize under oath His
Excdlency Archbishop PETRUS
MARTINUS NGO DINH



THUC as our legitimate
superior and as the legitimate
superior of all thefaithful inthe
world —sincethe Apostolic See
is vacant — in view of the fact
that heistheonly onewho has
publicly proven hisfiddlity to
Chrigt,toHisChurchandtoHis
doctrine.

Therefore, do you accept
Archbishop Thuc as your
legitimate ecclesiastical
superior?

Do you promise him obedience
and fidelity?

Doyou vow not to proceed with
any ordinationsor consecr ations
without Archbishop Thuc'sprior
authorization, or that of his
legitimate successor or
legitimater epresentative?

And furthermore, that whichis
of still greater importance:

Do you vow to conserve
incorrupt the SACRED
DEPOSITOFTHEFAITH,TO
PROPAGATE IT AND TO
DEFEND IT, even at thecost of
your own life?

Doyou vow to defend therights
of Christ and of HisChurch?
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May Jesus, in Whose presence
we havetaken thisoath giveus
thegracetoaccomplish it; may
the Holy Virgin, our prayerful
Mother, intercedefor us.

EACH BISHOP SIGNED AND
WITNESSED EACH OTHERS
SIGNATURE!

Thismay besaidto bethebeginning
of the restoration of the Roman
Catholic hierarchy in the United
Statesand Mexico. Unfortunately,
two of thesignersbroketheir vow
shortly after makingit. Thesewere
Bishops Musey and Carmona.
Bishop Zamora and | remained
faithful toour vow.

Inview of the spirit of anarchy that
reigns among Traditionalists, the
details of this oath were not
surprisingly ignored. Despite the
nefarious machinations of those
ingpired by Satan, the oath remained
and remainsvalidtothisday. The
legitimate representative of
Archbishop Ngo remains Bishop
Vezelis, OFM. The fierce and
frenzied attempts at character
assassi nation on the part of certain
individuasmotivated by prideand
ambition and a Satanic spirit of
disobediencearemorethan giving
one' sphysical lifethat canonly be
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taken once. The “doctors of
detraction” never ceasetheir evil
work smply becausetheir teacher
and father is no other than Satan
himsdf.

Perhaps it is too much to expect
peopleto honor their word and even
publicvowsand oaths. It ssemsthat
therearenever enough demandsfor
some kind of documentation to
establish some kind of objective
veracity. There was a time when
doctorstook the Hippocratic Oath
whichistheembodiment of acode
of medicd ethicsgenerdly taken by
those receiving amedical degree.
Among the noblethings promised
IS to seek the cure and health of
one'spatients. Today, however, we
find so many doctorseager to profit
fromthe sufferingsof their patients
by feeding them poisoninthename
of “medicine.” So many have
becomethe degenerate murderers
of unborninfantsstill inamother’s
womb.

Lawyersof aparticularilk nolonger
work to seejustice done but only
expend their effortsto convincea
jury with liesin favor of aclient.
Judges are no longer the public
defendersof law and the protectors
of theinnocent. All downtheline
we encounter the lack of honesty
and nobility of spirit.
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Isreligion anexception?’m afraid
not. Apart from the multitude of
conflicting Christian sects alone,
evenwithinwhatispercelvedto be
thetrue Church, theRoman Catholic
Church, thehornsof Hell goretheir
victims and those who lend
themsalveswillingly to deception.

Priests who have taken oaths no
longer see the sacredness before
God and man of the privileged
information gained in the most
hallowed of humantrust in another
person: the secret of the
confessiond. Despitethe Church’'s
mogt severecensurefor theviolaion
of the secret of the confessional,
there seemsto be no censure strong
enough to seal thelipsof amanin
whom trust has been misplaced.

When the Laws of the Church
become an obstacle, they are
ignored or cast into “ doubt”.

Thisisthecasewith McKennafor
whom thereisonly onelaw of the
Churchworthwhile: Canon 209. If
he acceptsthiscanon, how can he
regject dl theothers?

Thisremindsmeof my daysinthe
seminary when during aclassthe
Professor, Fr. Leonard Puech,
OFM, explained how thesavation
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of asoul or souls could be subject
to thewhim of aclergyman. After
class, | went to him and asked him
to explain how someone could do
such a thing. He paused for a
moment and said: “It'svery easy.
They just did it.” No further
explanation necessary; like so many
other things today, they just do
it...and hardly anyone cares. The
few knowledgeable souls who
protest are quickly eliminated by
slenceor detraction. And o, error
continues, soulsarelost beforethey
even give seriousthought to their
condition.

Take as an example those false
bishops who have some young
ladies dressed as nuns or Sisters.
How many parentswould bewilling
tolearnthetruth that their “priest”
or “bishop” isnothing morethana
layman dressed in ecclesiastical
atireno different thanan Anglican.
Just imaginethe consequences: All
the Sacraments and Masses are
gravely snful mockeries. But, these
are supernatural redlities that we
know only through faith. What is
immediately perceived as a
“blessing” isthat their children are
“getting agood Catholic educeation”
at the hands of dedicated young
“Sisters” — what can be more
convenient than that?

Clothed inthe external symbolsof
Cahalicity—colorful blueand white
inhonor of Mary; processionsand
other externd cardboard reminders
of what was once inspired by
genuine faith, the masses are
religioudy entertained and wrapped
intharillusons.

Oneisreminded of Simon Magus.
Remember him? He was the
magician who wanted to buy the
power of theHoly Ghost from Peter.
We read this in the Acts of the
Apostles: “Now a man named
Simon had previously been
practicingsorcery inthat city and
astounding the people of
Samaria, claimingto besomeone
great; and all from least to
greatest listened to him, saying,
‘Thisman isthe power of God,
whichiscalled great.” And they
gave heed to him becausefor a
longtimehehad bewitched them
with hissorceries.”

We are told that Simon also
believed and was baptized and
associated himself with Philip.
Because Philipwasonly adeacon,
he could not administer
Confirmation uponthosewhomhe
had baptized. It isfor thisreason
that Peter and John came — to
administer the Sacrament of
Confirmation. On this occasion,
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Simon Maguswasimpressed with
the power coming from Peter ashe
laid hands upon those whom he
confirmed. Simontriedto buy this
power for his own lucrative
pUrposes.

He offered money to Peter for this
power. Peter replied: “ Thy money
go to destruction with thee,
becausethou hast thought that
the gift of God could be
purchased with money.” (Acts8,
9-14; 20)

From this event, we learn of
something not so rarein our day:
Simony —taken from the name of
the man who attempted to buy
spiritual power for money. There
arethoseamong the Traditiondists
who, it appears, have purchased
consecrationsasbishops.

Simony inthestrict senserefersto
materia bribery. Thereis, however,
another form of Simony of a
spiritua nature. Such would bethe
pretended acceptance of abizarre
theory of abishopwho hasdevised
an absurd “theory” that would
permit himtolabor under theilluson
that thereisa“material pope’ who
isnota“forma pope.” Thisavoids
the painful and, frankly, not very
profitableproblemof havingtorgect
an anti-pope—something not very
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tasty if you want peopleto support
youl.

Andso, spiritud Smony isquitered
among thosewho stylethemselves
“Catholicsforever.” Forever?How
long, onemight legitimately ask, is
“forever?’

Wewill ded withthisabsurd theory
shortly. When sound reasonis sent
on*“vacation,” therearenolimitsto
unbridledimagination.

Is McKenna alone in such crass
deliberatergection of the Laws of
the Church?Unfortunately, heisnot.
Without adoubt (No needtoinvoke
canon 209) almost all those
Traditionalistsdo thesamething. It
ismerely amatter of degree. Thatis
all. Thereader iswondering what
“Canon 209" is. The canon states:
“Incommon error or in positive
and probabledoubt of law or fact,
the Church suppliesjurisdiction
for both theexternal and internal
forum” (C.209).

Thefirst to violate this oath was
Bishop GeorgeMusey. Thishedid
even during the lifetime of
Archbishop Ngo while the
Archbishop resided at the
Franciscan Friary in Greece, NY.
Next to follow was Bishop
Carmonawho had beenwarned not
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to involve himself in the
“consecrations’ of incompetents
orchestrated by thelaicized former
clergyman, Thomas Fouhy.
Altenbach was a Feenyite and
Siebert wasapsychological cripple
who lost all freewill power dueto
Chinese Communist torture.

From BishopsMusey and Carmona
were spawned the invalid and/or
schigmatichbishopsinviolaionof the
seemingly “sacred” oathtowhich
thesetwo individuals had affixed
their signaturesbeforethe Blessed
Sacrament.

It is then that McKenna became
impatient and chose to deal with
Bishop Musey and the two other

“bishops’.

Now thereissuch aproliferation of
pseudo-bishops so cleverly
arranged by the Devil himsdlf, that
peopleand priestswould need deep
fathto adhereto thetrue bishops.

It is for this reason that my own
position as the Archbishop’s
representativerequired meto make
the public statement whereby |
would not recognize as a Roman
Catholic Bishop anyonein whose
nomination | had novoice.
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One rightly assumes that The
Catholic hierarchy cannot be
preserved by doubtful and/or invdid
bishops.

Let thehoundsof Hell ragearound
us, wewill not beintimidated from
doing our sacred duty. There are
only two valid Roman Catholic
BishopsintheUnited Stateshaving
thefullness of episcopal authority
giventhem by theHoly Ghost.

Thosewho may wishtodisputethis
may do so. However, they will have
to resort to twisted theology and
sophisticlogictojustify their spirit
of demonic anarchy. All of which
makes them heretics and
schismdtics, placingthemoutddethe
Mystical Body of JesusChrist.

Itisnotintheleast surprising that
theDevil wouldinspirethosewitha
mentdity ingpired by the Scribesand
Phariseeswhose abodeisHell with
ahatred for thetrue Bishops.

Thereisnothing new under thesun.
The sad situation which we
experience in the Church today
merely echoesthe samething that
had taken placein the early years
of the Church.

Pope St. Leo the Great who was
consecrated Bishop of Rome on
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September 29, 440, was often
forced towriteto bishopswhowere
abusingtheir postionsandviolating
the canonsof Church Law.

St. Leothe Great waswriting at a
time of great tria in the Church.
Ambitiousclergymen, often backed
by laymen, were violating the
canonsregarding the consecration
of bishops.

Inaletter directedtodl thebishops
presiding in the sees of Caesaria
Mauritania, hespesksamong other
things about the violation of the
canonlawsof hisday. Hewrites:

“But if wise and prudent care
must be exerted so that nothing
may beamissor out of order in
the Lord’s house in any of the
Church’sranks, with how much
greater effort must mistakesbe
avoided in choosing him whois
set up over all ranks? The
welfareand order of theLord’s
entirefamily will falter if what is
required of the body is not
likewise found in the head. In
that passage wher e the blessed
Apostle Paul, inspired by the
Spirit of God, gaveinstruction to
all Chrigt’sbishopsin theperson
of Timothy, thestatement isalso
madefor each of us: ‘Donot lay
handshastily upon anyone, and
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do not be a partner in other
men’ssins (1 Tim. 5, 22).

What does ‘lay hands hastily’
mean except to give the
episcopal honor totheuntried,
to those who have not reached
the age of maturity, before the
timeof examination, beforether
obediencehasbeentried, before
they have experienced
discipline? And what isto ‘bea
partner in other men’s sins'
except for the one consecr ating
to become like the non-
deserving person whom he
consecr ates?”

Inthissameletter, . Leothe Gresat
writes

“We are truly desirous that
among all theregulationsof the
canons the following one
pertaining to the episcopal
dignity beobserved: bishopsare
not to be consecrated for any
sort of place, for any sort of
hamlet, and for places where
they did not exist previoudy. For
where there are fewer people
and smaller congregations, the
care of the priests will suffice.
But theruleof bishopsought to
berestricted tolarger groupsof
people and more populated
cities. Otherwise, contrary tothe
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divinely inspired decreesof the
holy Fathers, thehighest priestly
officewill beassigned tovillages
and rural estatesor to obscure
and out of the way towns; and
thehonor ed office, towhich more
important matters should be
entrusted, will be cheapened by
the very commonness of the
matter.”

Noteworthy isthe common tactic
of Traditionalistsand all those, for
that matter, who pretend to serve
the Church while being secretly
guilty of thevery truth spoken by
St. Peter regarding the care of the
faithful: “Now, | exhort the
presbyters among you ....tend
theflock of God which isamong
you, governing not under
constraint, but willingly,
accordingto God; nor yet for the
sake of base gain, but eagerly;
nor yet aslording it over your
char ges, but becoming from the
heart apatterntotheflock. And
when thePrinceof theshepherds
appears, you will receive the
unfadingcrown of glory” (I Peter
5, 1-4).

St. Peter speaks here of bishops
because he refersto himself asa
“fellow-presbyter” whose duty
among other thingsisto governthe
flock of God.
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TheChurchmust havesufferedfrom
such mercenary clergy inthetime
of St. Peter; otherwisehewould not
have brought thissubject upinan
Epistle. Nothing has changed after
amost two thousand years.

The Church can exist for agreater
or shorter time without a Pope as
history proves. But the Church
would ceaseto exist if therewere
not at least ONE true bishop —a
vdidandlegitimatesuccessor of the
Apostles.

Thisiswhy we say in the Credo:
“... the One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostalic Church.

It was pointed out earlier that
McKennawho styleshimsalf many
thingsisnot avalid bishop. It was
further pointed out that he
imprudently placed himsdlf between
thosewho clamtobe Catholicsand
the only Bishop from whom they
may expect valid and fruitful
Sacramentsaswell asthe spiritual
guidancethat only atrue shepherd
cangive.

Again, for the sake of those who
seek tofindfault and would indulge
indetractionrather than supernaturd
obedienceto the shepherd provided
by the Holy Ghost, we ask the
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guestion: “From whom do you
receivetheauthority toteachinthe
name of the Church?’ And, their
responseisthat they are concerned
Catholiclaymen” and our answer to
that would bethe same: “ Areyou
not, then, like the scribes and
Phari sees—|aymenwho usurpedthe
priestly authority of the Levitical
priesthood?’ At least theorigind
scribes knew something about
religion unliketoday’s Pharisees.

For, surely, these laymen are
possessed of the damned spirits of
thoseancient laymenwholoved to
becaled*“rabbi”. Fromwhencecan
such arrogance and pride comeif
not from the bowel sof Hell? Who
would beso blind astoascribesuch
ablatant disorder totheHoly Ghost
Whoisthesoul of theMysticd Body
of JesusChrist?

If we are to take seriously the
wordsof Holy Scriptureinstructing
us of the different fruitsfrom the
different trees, how can we
reconcilethe proud hostility of men
like McKenna who accuses
Ratzinger of being “insane” while
taking upon himsdf the prerogatives
of aPope?

Observethefolly of thisman that
he has spawned by careless
attemptsto ordain and consecrate.
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He has not prepared a single
candidate to the Dominican Order
indl theseyears, whileridiculingthe
humbleand fanfare-freepreparation
of young men to the Franciscan
Order and the priesthood.

He has ignored the serious and
objective evaluation of the entire
sect established by Marcd Lefebvre
and the terrible consequences of
perceived ordination and
consecration by aFreemason, the
religion and goal of which is to
destroy the Roman Catholic
Church.

Thisisnosmdl thing. Itissomething
thisauthor cannot takelightly without
violating the trust and mandate
imposed upon him by the Holy
Ghost at thetime of consecration.

Yet, in open defiance — almost
maniacd maice—McKennaflatters
thoseLefevbrite” clergymen” even
tothepoint of invalidly consecrating
some of these non-priests. The
tragedy is that all those
“Traditiondigts’ havefdlenintothe
samedemonicditch—liketheblind
leading theblind.

Just asoneexample, let usconsider
the case of the man named Slupski.
Thisman seemsto continueoffering
Mass and administering the
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Sacraments to a heretical and
schismatic sectlocated in Rockford,
IL.

Thisman Slupski was consecrated
by aheretical bishop whose orders
arevaid. Thiscanonly be assumed
onthetestimony of Supski himsdlf.
He showed me the document
attesting to hisconsecration. Hehad
no doubt that he was a bishop.
Then, McKenna “consecrated”
Slupski. In a public statement
coming from McKenna, it was
announced that he, McKenna,
“consecrated Slupski ten yearsago
and has heard nothing fromhimin
nineyears!”

The same s true of aman by the
name of Oraveck. We know
enough about this man to be
cautiousasto hisvdidity asapriest.
When Oraveck approached meto
give him faculties to hear
confessions, this was granted
conditionaly. The condition being,
of courseg, isthat hewashonest and
sincereand avalid priest. Shortly
thereafter, Oraveck joined
McKenna, whereupon any faculties
received from me automatically
terminated.

Thevalidity of the Lefebrite Sect
(They haveno canonica sandingin
the Church) was objectively
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investigated and thecondusionwas
that Freemason Lienart could not
possibly have had the required
intention to ordain or consecrate
becausehispogtionintheLudferian
sect of the Freemasons was
completdy opposedtothelifeof the
Roman Catholic Church.

This question was already
addressed on severa occasionsin
previousissuesof The Seraph.

But, for the convenience of the
reeder, thefollowing practice of the
Churchispresented.

On the subject of thereiterating of
the Sacraments, Noldin (A highly
reputable theologian) makes the
following practica remarks. “1.1n
themselves, some Sacraments
can berepeated such asPenance
(and in certain casesM UST be)
and Holy Eucharist (Whichisa
Sacrament permanent in itself
and for the faithful); 2. Every
Sacrament that is doubtful,
provided thedoubt isa prudent
and reasonableone. Some must
be repeated (Baptism
especially). Thesameistrue of
the consecration so that the
faithful donot commit thesn of
material idolatry in venerating
an unconsecr ated pieceof bread
or a chalice of wine; likewise
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Ordination in order to assure
valid Sacraments.”

Rather than humbly submit to this
wisdom and prudence expressed
and approved by the Church’s
authorities, McKenna threw
prudence and caution to thewinds
merely to place himself above and
to contradict hisbishop. Wisdy did
. Caesxiusof Arlesemphasizethe
duties of abishop ontheoccasion
of the consecration of abishop: He
first distinguishesthe correct motive
for anyone aspiring to become a
bishop from that base and
despicable motive born of
arrogance and ambition.

Hesaysinthissermon: “ ...l advise
you with auniqueand singular
charity, that authority may not
belackingtoyour humility, that
gentleness may offset your
firmness, mildnesstemper your
justice, and patience restrain
your freedom of action. Avoid
pride, intowhichitisnatural for
anyone to fall, and pursue
humility, in which everyone
ought togrow. L et your beloved
self not beignorant of thelaws
of theChurch, in order that you
may keep the rights of your
authority within the rules and
regulationsof theFathers. Tobe
sureitissaid ‘that thelaw isnot
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aimed at thegood man,” because
hefulfillsthenor m of theprecept
by thejudgment of hiswill. True
loveholdswithinitself both the
authority of the Apostles and
canonical sanctions, and let your
pious will always pursue
examples of these.”

Pope St. Leothe Great waswriting
to set aright some departure from
the“canons of the holy Fathers
established through the Holy
Spirit and hallowed by the
respect of the entireworld...”
He further puts stress on the
observanceof thecanons (laws) of
the Church: “...They arenot to
depart from established
ordinances by any neglect or
presumption.” A mere mention
concerning thechoiceof candidates
to the episcopacy can be made:
“This choosing of bishopsis so
pre-eminent amatter that what
is not called a fault for other
members of the Church is,
nevertheless, to be considered
illicit for them.”

Just asthereisasuper-abundance
of “popes’ today, there is also a
plethoraof “bishops’ designed by
Satanto confound and confusethe
people.
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As a matter of principle for the
protection of thefaithand sdvation
of all those who wish to remain
Catholics and to perseverein the
Mystica Body of Jesus Christ until
called by God, | et thisinjunction,
warning and admonition sufficefor
thewiseand prudent:

Robert FidelisMcKennaisnot a
valid Bishop of the Roman
Catholic Church. At best he is
of doubtful validity. Therefore,
any actions presumed by this

man under whatever disguiseor
presumption can only be
considered DOUBTFUL. Any
administration of Catholic
Sacramentsby thisman can only
be regarded as doubtful and
sacrilegious.

Wewill findly end thisdiscussion of
M cKennaasabishop, restraining
from any stronger commentsina
spirit of charity. Our next issue of
The Seraph will consider
McKenna'serratic“theology”.

VisittheFranciscan

~ “HomePageontheinternet. —

http://FriarsMinor.org
and
http://franciscanfathers.com

Our e-mail addressis: friars@friarsminor.org

Our blogswith audiosermons.

http://friar sminor .blogspot.com/
http://bishoplouisofm.blogspot.com/
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Archbishop Ngo-Dinh-Thuc
Martyr for the Faith

On February 25, 1981, Archbishop
Ngo-Dinh-Thuc (elder brother of
assassinated president of South
Vietnam, President Ngo-Dinh-Diem)
made astartling public declaration. He
spoke as a Bishop of the Roman
Catholic Church - successor of the
Apostles - and with full knowledge
of his episcopal authority.

Archbishop Ngo was hated by a lot
of people - including his own
countrymen, among whom were
those he had seen to the altar of God
as priests. He was a real problem for
the Conciliar Modernists because he
was not just an ordinary Archbishop,
but even more: he was the older
brother of the President of Vietnam.

Until Archbishop Ngo, there was
anarchy. There is still anarchy only
because the anarchists profit by the
confusion they create. The order
established by God continues, just as
the crucifixion did not put an end to
the Church.

TheArchhishop condemned the New
Mass and the New Sacraments as
invalid. He condemned the M odernism
reigning supreme in the Vatican; He
condemned the false ecumenism, the
adoration of man (the cult of man),
religious liberty to embrace any
religion whatever; the refusal of
Church authorities to condemn
heresies and to expel heretics. As a
necessary and logical conclusion to
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all the accusations made - accusations
which really needed no proof because
their truth was so public - Archbishop
Ngo declared:

“ldeo, quatenus episcopus
Ecclesiae Catholicae Romanae,
judico sedem Ecclesiae Catholicae
Romanae vacantem esse, et
opportet me, uti episcopus, omnia
facere ut Ecclesias Catholica
Romae perduret ad salutem
aeternam animarum.”

What this declaration means is that
he, Archbishop Ngo, having weighed
all that was transpiring in Rome and
elsewhere was forced to one
conclusion: All the evils poisoning the
Mystical Body of Jesus Christ can
have but one source: the very heart
of Catholicism: the Vatican! Theblood
is poisoned with Modernism, as Pope
St. Pius X had stated in his Encyclical
Letter “Pascendi” against Modernism.
Archbishop Ngo perceived this same
thing and asafaithful and courageous
bishop of the Roman Catholic Church,
he knew he must act.

You can read this and much morein
the book .

Archbishop Ngo-Dinh-Thuc —
Martyr for the Faith.

Order your copy today from:

The SERAPH

3376 Mount Read Blvd

Rochester, New York 14616-4344
Suggested donation is: $15 postpaid.
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(Continued)

Now, the persecution of Domitian
lasted but ashort time, and therefore
brief wasthesuffering of the Church
and the fear of those who had
embracedit. Besides, if therehad
been many apostasies, it would be
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hard to explain the splendid
condition of the Church so very
soon &fter, inthetimeof Trgan; and
difficult also to understand what
Tertullian says at the end of the
second century or the beginning of
the third: “If we should separate
ourselvesfromyou, your kingdom
would scarcely stand, weskened by
theloss of so many and such good
citizens.” So certain washe of what
he wrote that he feared not to cry
out inthe very face of the pagans,
that the Christians filled every
province that belonged to the
empire, thecities, theislands, the
forts, the towns, the camps, the
palace, the senate, the forum, all
places savethetempleswherethey
(the pagans) worshiped their lying
divinities

Passing over every other testimony
uponthispoint, let meconcludethis
part of my argument by affirming
that either Tacitus, Pliny, Clement
the Roman, and Tertullian were
utterly deceived upon a point
concerningwhichthey had certainly
the best possible information, or
Renan and al his followers are
utterly unworthy of credence. For
surely, if they refuse to believe
Clement and Tertullian, accusing
them of wishingto add glory tothe
Christian Church, they certainly
cannot accuse Tacitusand Pliny of
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the samemotives. It seemsto me,
therefore, that nothing can beplainer
fromahigtorica standpoint thanthe
fect that fromthevery beginningthe
number of converts won over to
Chrigtianity wasmarveloudy large.

Sowemay consder asestablished
thefirst proposition we set out to
prove, namely, from its very
beginning theChristian Churchwas
no mere handful of people, but a
vast organization, theinfluenceand
power of which were promptly
recognized by the rulers, both
ecclesadticd andcivil, of the Jewish
and pagan world of that day.

We now come to the second
guestion: What wasthe character
of these converts? What wastheir
position, socidly andintdlectudly?
Were they people of the lowest
classes only and a multitude of
credulous women, or were they
rather gathered from every class?

The object of our enemies in
asserting that the Church’sfollowing
ismade, and from thefirst always
conssted, of peopleworthy of small
congderation, isto throw ashadow
upon the noble character of the
Church’sinfluence. Werethis not
historically false, we might passit
over insilencewithout delaying to
refuteit. For with thefollowers of
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thetruefaith, nobility and grestness
donot consstinmereprideof birth,
ancestry, or wedth; butinthevirtue
of thesoul, inhumility, injusticeand
charity. But for thesakeof historical
truth, if for no other reason, wemust
turn thelight of research upon the
originsof theChurch. Inthislight it
will be easily seen that thedoctrine
of Christ, whilegiving consolation
and comfort to the lowly,
neverthdess, indl times, hasbrought
to its allegiance the rich, the
powerful, and thelearned; because
incomparably better and clearer
thanany other system of philosophy;,
it solved thegreat questions of life.

To begin with the time of Christ,
Joseph of Arimathea, one of the
early disciplesof Chrit, wasarich
man and a member of the
Sanhedrim. Again, Nicodemus, o
one of the early disciples, was a
Jewish prince. Lazaruswasarich
ruler who had great possessions.
Joanna, one of the women who
ministered to Him, was wife of
Chusa, Herod'ssteward. Zaccheus,
too, wasanobleman and very rich.

IntheActs, wearetold that agreat
number of priests became subject
to thefaith, and we know that the
priests, anong theJews, wereof the
most honorable class of society.
Among thosewhofirst receivedthe
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faith from the Apostles was
Cornélius, anable centurion, who
wasconvertedwithdl hisfamily and
baptized by St. Peter. One of the
early converts of St. Paul was
Sergius Paulus, the proconsul of
Cyprus. Wearedistinctly told that
thechamberlain of the queen of the
Ethiopians, who was baptized by
Philip the disciple, was aman of
great authority. That the new faith
satisfied the minds of the most
learned philosophersof theday, is
plainfromthefact of theconverson
of Dionysius, a member of the
Areopagus, the greatest school of
learning of itsday. St. Luke, again
writing of theconvertsmade by the
preaching of St. Paul, tellsusthat
among thenumber weremany noble
women.

Now, to turn from the Sacred
Writingsto authorsof theperiod just
|ater, how and by what arguments
can our calumniators prove that
among the immense number of
Chrigiansspoken of by Tecitus, and
described by Clement, were only
peopl e of thelowest classes; since
weknow that in thetimesof Titus
and Domitian, anong the Chrigtians
of that day, are to be numbered
Flavius Clemens, a consul, and
HaviaDomitilla, whowastheniece
of Domitian; aswell asGlabrio, who
was a consul under Trajan.
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Moreover, we learn from the
Apologiststhat many of thosewho
dwelt in the imperial palace
professed thefaith, some of them
even of the blood of the Caesars;
andthisfact isattested by St. Paul
inhisletter to the Philippiansfrom
Rome: “All saluteyou, especially
they that are of Caesar’'s
household.” (Phil.iv, 22.)

Pliny, the Younger, writingto Trgjan
about the beginning of the second
century, describingtheinroadswhich
Christianity was making in the
province of Bithynia, assuresthe
Emperor that the professors of the
Chrigianreligion wereof every age
and condition and rank. IntheActs
of the Martyrs, weread that about
the year 150, one of those who
suffered for the faith under the
emperor Antoninus, was St.
Felicitas, who was designated as
“illustris femina,” by which
appellation it was intended to
indicateher noblebirth. Againinthe
same place mention is made of a
certain Marius, a genera of the
army, put to death during the
persecution of Adrian. Eusebius of
Caesarea, in his fourth book of
Ecclesiastical History, has a
magnificent eulogy on Vitius
Epagatus, a member of a noble
senatorial family who suffered
martyrdom under LuciusVirus. To
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concludethisligt of testimony, which
morethan provesthe absurdity of
thecaumny, wemight findly dtethe
words of Tertullian who, in his
apology for the Christians, boldly
declares”thet they filled every office,
and even were to be numbered
among the Senate, and that they
wereno strangersinthe Curia, the
palaceor thearmy.”

Itisplain, therefore, that the Church
was Catholicinevery sense, from
thevery beginning. As Christ had
diedfor al, therich and the poor,
the titled and the humble, so His
voiceand Hisingpiration reachedto
every classand positioninlife, and
His Apostles and disciples, who
were no respecters of persons,
invited to His divine banquet
plebeian and patrician dike. Thus
was fulfilled the design of His
commission, “ Go preach the Gospd
to every cregture.”

Now we cometo the third part of
the conference, which isto show
that thisgreat multitude of people
of every classweremovedto place
themselves under the banner of
Christianity, not by human
consderationsor natura causes, but
by supernatural motives, and that,
therefore, thewonderful spread of
the Gospd wastheresult of aspecid
Providenceand oneof the greatest
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proofs of the Divine origin of the
Church.

To understand the difficultiesthat
confronted theApostlesand early
preachers of the Word, in
propagating the faith, and in
persuading men of thetruth of the
Chrigtianreligion, itisnecessary to
glance at the character of the
superdtitionswhich prevailed a that
time, and at thegenera opinionin
whichthefaith of Christ washeld.
Thetwordigionsprevalingwerethe
Hebrew and the Pagan. The first
wastheinheritanceof aparticular
nation, whichwasto all intentsand
purposes compl etely isolated from
therest of theworld, andwhichhdd
all other nations in contempt. It
neverthel esscould boast, and truly,
that it wasthetruereligionand one
revealed by God; whereas the
religion of the Gentileswastotally
rotten and corrupt, a religion in
which the human passions were
allowed freest indulgence; indeed,
their very gods were the deified
patrons of crime. Both, from
different causes, had the strongest
possi ble hold upon the peoplethat
professed them. The Hebrewswere
sureof thetruthwhichther reigion
preserved, and which had been
confirmed again and again by
sublime miracles and marvelous
prophecies. The Gentilesclungmost
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tenacioudly totheir worship of idols
becauseitladnorestraint uponther
passions, it satisfied their desire of
public pomp and ceremony; and,
besides, it was maintained by the
state, and itschief patronswerethe
Roman Emperors, theprincesof the
various countries, and thereforeit
wasthefashionablereigion. Now,
what was the opinion which the
followers of both these religions
entertained of thereigion of Chrigt?
. Paul sumsitdl upwhenhewrites
to the Corinthians*that he preached
Christ Crucified, ascandal to the
Jews and foolishness to the
Gentiles.” Therefore to convert
either Jawsor Gentilesto thefaith,
it was necessary to provethat this
same Christ, a blasphemy to one
and aridiculeto the other, was God
Himself, Wisdom and Virtue
incarnate, in whose Name alone
could befound eternal salvation.

To realize the full extent of the
tremendous change of sentiment
which was necessary to take place
in the heart and mind of a Jew,
before he could give hisassent to
thedoctrinesof Chridtianity, weneed
but recall the story of the life of
Chrigt, to review the scenes, in
whichareplainly set forththefierce
tenacity, the obdurate prejudice,
insurmountableeven by thesight of
thegreatest miracles, withwhichthe
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Hebrew nation clungtoitsancient
religion, andthedreedful oppogtion,
carried out with the most cruel
heartlessness, withwhich it spurned
every attempt to draw it from its
subborndlegiancetothetraditiond
fath.

If, onthe other hand, we consider
the obstad eswhich Paganism placed
in the path of Christianity, the
difficulty sseemsevengrester. For the
Jews, at least, already possessed a
mora code, and aknowledgeof the
attributes of the true God. The
substance of Christianity was
aready foreshadowed intheir laws
and doctrines. But withthe Gentiles
therewas absolutely no foundation
towork upon, and nocommonfield
whereon to meet. In fact;
Christianity wasthevery reverse of
Paganism. It had to start from the
beginning, and had eventodemolish
what existed before it could
edablishfirgt principles. It meant the
utter destruction of most cherished
idols; for with all their laxity of
morasand corruption of ideds, their
gods of bronze and marble were
dear tothem asthe gppleof theeye.
Were not the imperial Caesars
themselves honored as gods?
Therefore, to destroy the gods
meant the destruction of the
Caesars; and that of course was
highest treason.
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Again, consider the prejudices of
caste which the magnificent
democracy of Christianity
completely ignored. With the
Roman, thed avewasapossesson,
a chattel, a thing, whose very
existence depended upon the
clemency of his master. The new
religion proclaimed that God wasno
respecter of persons; that in His
eyes, thesoul of thedavewasquite
asprecious and of precisaly equal
valueasthe soul of thesenator, the
consul, and theemperor. How could
aRoman ever bebrought to accept
such a doctrine? Then, again,
Christianity put abridle upon the
passions, it prohibited the sinful
debaucheries that characterized
their festivalsand holidays; infact,
it meant the complete subverson of
every law and cusominwhichthey
had been brought up and educated,
and which formed an essential part
of thenationd lifeandtheirindividua
existence. Isit any wonder that St.
Paul cdlsthefaith*ascandd” tothe
Jews, and “foolishness to the
Gentiles’?

Could any human power prevail
against such opposition? With the
Jews, Christ wasafd sepretender,
alyingimpostor; with the Romans
and the Gentile world, He was
simply acommon criminal, avile
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mal efactor, for as such His death
upon the Crosshad stamped Him.

To the words and preaching of
Chrigt, the Jewscited in opposition
Moses and their prophets; to the
pretensionsof thiscrucified slave,
the Romans held up to view the
glorious attributes of Jove. If the
common peopleweretold that this
Christ was God, they would
naturally laugh and ask: “How isit,
then, that He could not liberate
Himself from the hands of the
Jews?’ Moreover, asareward for
giving up all their cherished
gratificationsandindulgencesinthe
freedomof life, al that was offered
to them by Christianity was
tribulation, persecution, and the
contempt of their fellow-men. Now,
besides, who were these people
who preached thisstrangedoctrine?
They had neither learning nor fame
nor wedthto givethem standing or
reputation with eventhe poorest and
humblest of the people.

When we consider all this, the
naturd hestationtogiveupardigion
cherished by one'sancestors, and
in which one has been reared,
added to the apparent
unreasonablenessand disadvantage
of thewholesystem of belief, what
human reason or force could prevall
toturntheveneration of Manesand
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Penates into the adoration of the
Son of God?And yet thiscameto
pass. Theritesof the Gentilesfell
into disuse, the statuesand images
of their idols were broken into
pieces, the Cross of Christ was
planted in the public places; the
Emperorsthemsel vessubmitted to
the yoke of Christ, and thewhole
world rang with the victory of
Chridianity. Chrig findly conquered.
Christ ruled evenin Jerusalem and
Rome itself. This is among the
greatest miracles which God has
ever wrought. It isthe fact which
never can beexplained, unlessit be
at onceadmitted that not for human
motivesor by human, causesor by
humaninfluence, but by the specid
providence of God thiswonderful
changewas accomplished.

There were, indeed, some
circumstanceswhich, though they
wereutterly unavailableto explain
the wonderful propagation of
Christianity, neverthelessfavored
and assisted its, growth once
established. Thus, for instance, the
uniting of nearly all theworld under
the single dominion of the Roman
Empire, and so establishing facility
of intercourseand communication
between all the provincesand the
greet capitd; thedmogt universa use
of theGreek language, establishing
acommon meansof disseminating
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ideas, and theactivetradewhich at
that time was carried on between
thevariousnations. Butisitnot plan
inthelight of after events, that all
thesecircumstancesweredesgnsof
that great Providencewhichwished
to lead back to the knowledge of
thetruth, and bind together inthe
bondsof brotherhood the scattered
children of men?

Supposg, the better to realize the
extent of thiswonderful diffusion of
thetruth, webriefly traceitsmarch
through thevariouscountrieswhere
it successively set up its throne.
Firg, it becomesvisblein Paestine
and Syria; thence it spreads to
Mesopotamia, to Asia Minor, to
Egypt. Onward still farther to the
south, it marchesintriumphtoNubia
and Ethiopia, extending eveninto
Arabia. Westward we follow its
coursethrough Greeceand Italy, till
it reaches the very centre of
Paganism, Rome.

From Rome, itschampionscarry the
banner of the Cross into Gaul,
invadingthestrongholdsof infiddlity
at Arles, Limoges, Marseillesand
Aix. Crossing thesnowy heightsof
the Pyrenees, it descendsinto the
confinesof Spain, to Saragossaand
Tarragona; then acrossthe seasinto
theid andsof theoceansthought then
to be the ends of the world. To
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York, and London, and Lincoln, the
new faithisborneby theseherads
of thecross.

The impassable Alps proved no
barrier toitsprogress, for next we
seein Germany, dongtheRhine, the
people gathered to hear thetidings
of peace. At Cologne, at Mayence,
and Strasburg, the northern
barbarianswereled willing captives
to Chrigt. Neither thearid plainsnor
the burning deserts of the East
proved more impassable than the
Alps, the Pyrenees, andthesea To
the farthest East, to Assyria, to
Persia and distant Parthia and
onward still to India, the voice of
God was carried, was heard and
obeyed, sothat it might betruly said:

“In omnem terram exivit sonus
eorum et in fines orbis terrae
verba eorum”; for at that time,
these werethelimits of theknown
world.

Inthree short centuries, with every
human agency againgt them, withthe
threatsof rulerssounding intheir
ears, and the sword of princes
gleaming before their eyes,
undaunted, undismayed, the first
followers of Christ stood before
frowning strangers and sneering
philosophers, and in spite of every
obstaclewon thewholeworld from
blackest night of superstition and
idolary tothebright light of Chrigtian
truth.

THE MAKING OF A GOOD WILL OR TRUST:
HAVE YOU REMEMBERED GOD?

LET YOUR BLESSINGS
CONTINUE TO BLESS OTHERS BY
REMEMBERING THE FRANCISCANS AND THEIR WORK
IN YOUR
WILL OR TRUST!
Our Legd Titleis:
ORDER OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI, Inc.

3376 Mt. Read Blvd.,
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Rochester, NY 14616
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EveryoneHasA Rdigion

The need for faith is engraved in our
heart

It isalonging from the start.

We either follow our Lord Jesus and
His Church;

Or the devil and hislegion.

Thus, we all have areligion.

Itisal disguised into the worship of
the moon, the sun, constant
references to the solstice, the
goddess Gaia,

And of course Halloween.

Somefollow Rock and Roll music, TV
and the movie screen.

There are many cults which consider
themselves righteous and are
enamored with their own
beauty.

One way is narrow, the other offersa
wide

Assortment of “fun and games” with
no

Supernatural direction, no sense of
right or wrong, no obligation,
no duty.

From morning to nightfall no time nor
desire to pray for sef, others
or to repent.

Gossip is permitted and there is plenty
of time to complain and to
resent.

Some say: “I am not religious’, but |
Saw one woman in ablack costume
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Of a“witch” onAll Hallow'sEve.
What away to deceive!

There are those who are constantly
meditating in Alcoholic
Anonymous and Alanon!

Who do they pray to?

What do they say?

What do they hear?

Who istheir seer?

The Buddhists and the Hindus | meet

Areyelling in unison: “peace” and are

Awaiting their death and
reincarnation,

Aswell as Buddha'sreturnin hisfifth
emanation.

More individuals born into the “true-
faith,” areall over the place,

Choosing all kinds of Protestant sects.

Running and seeking and not able to
discern

Our sweet Redeemer Jesus said: “Will
there be any faith left when |
return??’

It is very disturbing to be around
these days

Do not expect any praise

However, when we stand alone in a
small or large crowd, wedo
get strength from our friends
in heaven who send us
messages in their own ways.

Even through heavenly rays!

By J.M.
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Could You Explain Catholic Practices?
Rev. CharlesJMullay, S.J.

HOLY WATER

On the eve of the First Friday the
ladiesof the Sanctuary Society were
preparing the altar for Masson the
followingmorning.

“Miss Brown,”
one of the ladies
whispered, “there
is practically no
holy water in the
fontsat thechurch
door and the
supply in the
sacristy seems to
be exhausted. It
hardly seemspossiblethat it could
be exhausted so soon; it isonly a
month since Easter.”

Miss Brown smiled. “We do not
use Easter water in the holy water
fonts. The water blessed on Holy
Saturday isintended to beused in
the baptismal font for the solemn
administration of the Sacrament of
Baptism in the church, but is not
essentia in caseof necessity. Before
theoil of catechumensispouredin,
some of the water is given to the
peopleto sprinkleintheir homeson
Holy Saturday morning. The holy

APRIL 2010

water used in the fonts and in the
administration of the other
Sacraments and at the Asperges
beforeMassisdifferent from Easter
water and has its own special
blessingwhich may begiven at any
time during the year. We shall ask
Father White to bless some holy
water for us. If you comewithme, |
will show you what to prepare. We
need water and alittlebowl of salt.”

“Sat?’ Miss Brown’s companion
asked.

“Yes,” the sacristan answered.
“When the priest blessesthewater,
hefirst blesses salt, then the water,
and mixesboth together with specia
prayers. Thewater isemblematic of
purity of soul whilethesat expresses
prudence and incorruption, the
combination being the symbol of
purity and incorruption, namely, of
holinessand immortality.”

Father White cameinto the sacristy
and, onlearning that holy water was
needed, put on his surplice and
violet stole and began the beautiful
prayersfor the blessing of the holy
water. When he had finished, he
sprinkled thelittle group that knelt
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in the sacristy. As he removed the
stole and as they arose from their
knees, Miss Brown said: “Now,
Father, would you mind telling us
something about the prayers you
havejustreadinLatin?’

“Briefly, the prayers beg God to
infuseinto the combination of salt
and water the power of Hisblessing
that He may protect usfrom every
bodily and spiritual ill and fromthe
wickednessand deceitsof thedevil.
Ancient writersof the Church show
us that holy water was used from
thevery beginningintheceremonids
of theChurch and formsof blessing
water exist from the fifth or sixth
centuries.

“Holy water fonts at the church
doorsmay betraced to thefountain
supplying water to the basin which
wasused for the purification of the
hands and faces of the worshipers
as they entered the church. This
washing was an expression of
respect for the Holy Eucharist, for
the Blessed Sacrament was placed
in the right hand of each
communicant. When the Church, in
the sixth century, ceased the custom
of placingthe Blessed Sacrament in
the hand of the communicant, the
basins disappeared to be replaced
by the holy water fontswith which
wearefamiliar.

28

“TheAspergesor sprinkling of the
congregationwith holy water before
the principal Mass on Sunday,
probably grew out of the custom of
blessing water for the Faithful on
Sundays. Itsobject isto drive away
distractions and to move the
congregation to sentiments of
penanceand reverence. Toreceive
the benefit of the Aspergesitisnot
necessary that the holy water reach
eachindividual inthe congregation.
Thereisan Indulgence of 100 days
eachtimethat one, having contrition
for his sins, makesthe Sign of the
Crosswith holy water, saying at the
same time, ‘In the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, Amen.” Inthemiddle
ages holy water was not taken on
leaving the church; the modern
custom, however, because of the
Indul gences which may be gained,
is to take holy water both on
entering and leaving the church.”

Every Catholic family should have
holy water in the house not only for
thetime of illness, when the priest
comesto give the Sacraments, but
for daily use. A Catholic mother
should sprinkle her little one with
holy water beforethey fall adeep at
night and teach them to say the
words, “Inthe Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, Amen.”
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The Dialogue of Saint Catherine of Siena

Trandated by Algar Thorold

ATREATISE OFPRAYER
(Continued)

“But do not think that the soul
recelvessuch ardor and nourishment
from prayer, if shepray only vocaly,
asdo many soulswhoseprayersare
rather words than love. Such as
these give heed to nothing except
to completing Psalms and saying
many paternosters. And when they
have once completed their
appointed tale, they do not appear
tothink of anything further, but seem
to place devout attention and love
inmerely vocd recitation, whichthe
soul is not required to do, for, in
doingonly this, she bearsbut little
fruit, which pleesesMebut little. But
if you ask Me, whether the soul
should abandon vocd prayer, since
it doesnot seemto all that they are
called to menta prayer, | should
reply “No.” Thesoul should advance
by degrees, and | know well that,
just asthesoul isat first imperfect
and afterwards perfect, soasoisit
with her prayer. She should
nevertheless continue in vocal
prayer, while sheisyet imperfect,
so asnot tofal into idleness. But
sheshould not say her vocd prayers
without joining them to mental

APRIL 2010

prayer, that isto say, that while she
isreciting, sheshould endeavor to
elevateher mindin My love, with
the consideration of her own defects
and of the Blood of My only-
begotten Son, wherein shefindsthe
breadth of My charity and the
remission of her sins. Andthisshe
should do, so that self-knowledge
and the consideration of her own
defects should make her recognize
My goodness in herself and
continue her exercises with true
humility. | do not wish defectsto be
considered in particular, but in
general, so that the mind may not
be contaminated by the
remembrance of particular and
hideoussins. But, asl said, | do not
wish the soul to consider her sins,
either in general or in particular,
without dsorememberingthe Blood
and the broadnessof My mercy, for
fear that otherwise she should be
brought to confusion. And together
with confusion would come the
Devil, who has caused it, under
color of contrition and displeasure
of sin, and so shewould arrive at
eternal damnation, not only on
account of her confusion, but also
through the despair which would
come to her, because she did not
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seizethearm of My mercy. Thisis
oneof thesubtledeviceswithwhich
theDevil ddudesMy servants, and,
in order to escapefrom hisdeceit,
andtobepleasingto Me, you must
enlarge your heartsand affections
in My boundless mercy, with true
humility. You know that the pride of
the Devil cannot resist thehumble
mind, nor canany confusion of spirit
be greater than the broadnessof My
good mercy, if thesoul will only truly
hopetherein. Whereforeit was, if
you remember rightly, that, once,
whenthe Devil wished to overthrow
you, by confusion, wishingto prove
to you that your life had been
deluded, and that you had not
followed My will, you did that which
wasyour duty, which My goodness
(whichisnever withheld from him
whowill receiveit) gaveyou strength
to do, that is you rose, humbly
trustingin My mercy, and saying: ‘|
confessto my Creator that my life
hasindeed been passedin darkness,
but I will hidemysdlf inthewounds
of Chrigt crucified, and bathemyself
in His Blood and so shall my
iniquities be consumed, and with
desirewill I rgjoiceinmy Cresator.’
You remember that then the Devil
fled, and, turning round to the
opposite side, he endeavored to
inflateyouwith pride, saying: * You
areperfect and pleasingto God, and
there is no more need for you to
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afflict yourself or to lament your
sns.’ And oncemorel gaveyouthe
light to seeyour true path, namely,
humiliation of yourself, and you
answered the Devil with these
words: ‘Wretch that | am, Johnthe
Baptist never sinned and was
sanctified in his mother’s womb.
And| havecommitted Somany sins,
and havehardly begun to know them
with grief and truecontrition, seeing
who Godis, whoisoffended by me,
and who | am, who offend Him.’

Then the Devil, not being able to
resist your humble hope in My
goodness, saidtoyou: ‘ Cursed that
you are, for | can find no way to
takeyou. If | put you downthrough
confusion, you riseto Heavenonthe
wings of mercy, andif | raiseyou
on high, you humbleyourself down
toHel, andwhen| gointo Hell you
persecute me, so that | will return
to you no more, becauseyou strike
me with the stick of charity.” The
soul, therefore, should season the
knowledge of herself with the
knowledge of My goodness, and
then vocal prayer will beof useto
the soul who makesit, and pleasing
to Me, and shewill arrive, fromthe
vocal imperfect prayer, exercised
with perseverance, a perfect menta

prayer; but if she ssmply aims at
completing her tale, and, for vocal

abandons mental prayer, she will

never arived it. Sometimesthesoul
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will be so ignorant that, having
resolved to say so many prayers
vocaly, and I, visiting her mind
sometimes in one way, and
sometimesin another, in aflash of
self-knowledge or of contrition for
sin, sometimesin the broadness of
My charity, and sometimes by
placing beforeher mind, indiverse
ways, accordingto My pleasureand
thedesireof the soul, the presence
of My Truth, she(thesoul), in order
to complete her tale, will abandon
My visitation, that shefeels, asit
were, by conscience, rather than
abandon that which she had begun.
She should not do so, for, in so
doing, sheyieldsto adeception of
the Devil. Themoment shefedsher
mind disposed by My visitation, in
themany ways| havetoldyou, she
should abandonvocal prayer; then,
My vigitation past, if there betime,
she can resume the vocal prayers
which she had resolved to say, but
if shehasnot timeto completethem,
she ought not on that account to be
troubled or suffer annoyance and
confusion of mind; of course
providedthat it werenot the Divine
officewhichdericsandrdigiousare
bound and obliged to say under
penalty of offending Me, for, they
must, until deeth, say their office. But
if they, at the hour appointed for
saying it, should fedl their minds
drawn and raised by desire, they
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should soarrangeasto say it before
or after My visitation, so that the
debt of rendering the office be not
omitted. But, inany other case, vocd
prayer should be immediately
abandonedfor thesaid cause. Vocd
prayer, madeintheway that | have
toldyou, will engblethesoul toarrive
at perfection, and therefore she
should not abandonit, but useitin
theway that | havetold you.

And so, with exercise in
perseverance, shewill taste prayer
intruth, and thefood of the Blood
of My only-begotten Son, and
therefore | told you that some
communicated virtually with the
Body and Blood of Chrigt, dthough
not sacramentally; that is, they
communicate in the affection of
charity, which they taste by means
of holy prayer, little or much,
according to the affection with
whichthey pray. They who proceed
with little prudence and without
method, tastelittle, and they who
proceed with much, taste much. For
themorethesoul triestoloosen her
affectionfromhersdlf, and fasten it
inMewiththelight of theintellect,
the more sheknows, and themore
sheknows, themoresheloves, and,
loving much, shetastesmuch. You
seethen, that perfect prayer isnot
attained to through many words, but
through affection of desire, thesoul
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raising herself to Me, with
knowledge of herself and of My
mercy, seasoned the one with the
other. Thusshewill exercisetogether
mental and vocal prayer, for, even
astheactiveand contemplativelife
isone, so arethey. Although vocal
or mental prayer can be understood
inmany and diverseways, for | have
told you that a holy desire is a
continua prayer, inthissensethat a
good and holy will disposesitself
with desireto theoccasion actualy
appointed for prayer inaddition to
thecontinua prayer of holy desire,
wherefore vocal prayer will be
made at the appointed time by the
soul whoremainsfirminahabitua
holy will, and will sometimes be
continued beyond the appointed
time, according as charity
commandsfor the salvation of the
neighbor, if thesoul seehimtobein
need, and aso her own necessities
according to the state in which |
have placed her. Each one,
according to hiscondition, ought to
exert himself for the salvation of
souls forthisexerciseliesat theroot
of aholy will, and whatever hemay
contribute, by words or deeds,
towards the salvation of his
neighbor, is virtually a prayer,
athough it doesnot replaceaprayer
which one should make oneself at
the appointed season, as My
glorious standard-bearer Paul said,
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in the words, ‘ He who ceases not
towork ceasesnot to pray.’ It was
for thisreason that | told you that
prayer was madein many ways, that
IS, that actual prayer may be united
withmenta prayer if madewiththe
affection of charity, which charity is
itself continua prayer. | have now
told you how mental prayer is
reached by exercise and
perseverance, and by leaving voca
prayer for mental when | visit the
soul. | have also spoken to you of
common prayer, that is, of vocal
prayer in general, made outsi de of
ordained times, and of the prayers
of good-will, and how every
exercise, whether performed in
oneself or inone'sneighbor, with
good-will, isprayer. The enclosed
soul should thereforespur hersdf on
with prayer, and when she has
arived at friendly andfilid loveshe
doesso. Unlessthesoul kegptothis
path, shewill alwaysremain tepid
andimperfect, andwill onlyloveMe
and her neighbor in proportion to
the pleasurewhich shefindsin My
sevice”

Of the method by which the soul
separates herself from imperfect
love, and attains to perfect love,
friendly andfilial.

“Hithertol haveshown youin many
ways how the soul raises herself

THE SERAPH



from imperfection and attains to
perfection, which shedoesafter she
hasdtanedtofriendly andfilid love.

| tell you that shearrivesat perfect
love by means of perseverance,

barring herself into the House of

Sdf-Knowledge, which knowledge
of sdf requiresto be seasoned with
knowledgeof Me, lest it bring the
soul to confusion, for it would cause
the soul to hate her own sensitive
pleasure and the delight of her own
consolations. But fromthishatred,

founded in humility, shewill draw
patience, with which she will

become strong against the attacks
of theDevil, againg the persecutions
of man, andtowardsMe, when, for
her good, | withdraw delight from
her mind. And if her sensudlity,
through malevolence, shouldliftits
head against reason, the judgment
of conscienceshouldriseagainst it,
and, with hatred of it, hold out
reason againgt it, not allowing such
evil emotionsto get by it. Though
sometimesthesoul wholivesinholy
hatred corrects and reproves
hersdlf, not only for thosethingsthat
areaganst reason, but dsofor things
that inredity comefromMe, which
is what My sweet servant S.
Gregory meant, whenhesaidthat a
holy and pure consciencemade sin
wheretherewasnosin, that is, that
through purity of conscience, it saw
sinwheretherewasnosin.
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“Now the soul who wishestorise
aboveimperfectionshouldawat My
Providence in the House of Self-
Knowledge, with thelight of faith,
asdid thedisciples, who remained
inthehousein perseveranceandin
watching, and in humble and
continual prayer, awaiting the
coming of the Holy Spirit. She
shouldremainfastingand watching,
theeyeof her intellect fastened on
thedoctrine of My Truth, and she
will becomehumblebecauseshewill
know herself in humble and
continual prayer and holy and true
desre”

Of the signs by which the soul
knows she has arrived at perfect
love.

“It now remainsto betold you how
it canbeseenthat soulshavearrived
at perfect love. Thisisseen by the
samesignthat wasgiventotheholy
disciplesafter they had received the
Holy Spirit, whenthey cameforth
from the house, and fearlessly
announced the doctrine of My
Word, My only-begotten Son, not
fearing pain, but rather glorying
therein. They did not mind going
beforethetyrants of theworld, to
announceto themthetruth, for the
glory and praise of My Name. So
thesoul, whohasawaited Meinsdf-
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knowledge as | have told you,
receivesMe, on My return to her,
with the fire of charity, in which
charity, whilestill remaininginthe
house with perseverance, she
conceivesthevirtuesby affection of
love, participating in My power;
with which power and virtues she
overrules and conguers her own
sensitive passions, and through
which charity sheparticipatesinthe
wisdom of My Son, in which she
seesand knows, withtheeyeof her
intellect, My Truth and the
deceptionsof spiritud sdf-love, that
is, the imperfect love of her own
consolations, ashasbeen said, and
sheknowsdsothemdiceand decait
of thedevil, which hepracticeson
those soulswho arebound by that
imperfectlove. Shethereforearises,
with hatred of that imperfectionand
withloveof perfection, and, through
this charity, which is of the Holy
Spirit, sheparticipatesin Hiswill,
fortifying her ownto bewillingto
suffer pain, and, coming out of the
housethrough My Name, shebrings
forth the virtues on her neighbor.
Not that by comingouttobringforth
thevirtues, | mean that sheissues
out of the House of Self-
Knowledge, but that, inthetime of
the neighbor’snecessity sheloses
that fear of being deprived of her
own consolations, and so issues
forthto givebirth to those virtues
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which she has conceived through
affection of love. The souls, who
havethuscomeforth, havereached
thefourthgate, that is, fromthethird
state, which is a perfect state, in
which they taste charity and give
birthtoit ontheir neighbors, they
have arrived at the fourth state,
whichisoneof perfect unionwith
Me. Thetwo |last-mentioned states
areunited, that isto say, one cannot
be without the other, for there
cannot beloveof Me, without love
of the neighbor, nor love of the
nei ghbor without loveof Me.”

(To becontinued)
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