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Section 2: The chain rule 
 
Crucial points 
 

1. Make sure you remember the 
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2. Recognise situations when the chain rule should be used 

The chain rule should be used for functions which can be written in the 
form y = f(u), where u is a function of x. It cannot be used to 
differentiate functions which are a product of two functions – this 
requires the product rule which is covered in the next section. 
 
 

 

 


