
FIND A LEAK INSIDE 
YOUR HOME

Leaks can occur in many different places around the house and are sometimes 
hard to find. You can fix some of those problems yourself , but if you don't feel 
confident in doing so, you can always call a plumber. Make sure your plumber is 
certified  for  the  job.        

T I P S :

Turn  o f f  a l l  faucets  and water  consuming app l iances  in  your  house.  F ind  your  water  meter  
and wr i te  down the  numbers  shown on the  d ia l .  Wai t  20  minu tes ,  i f  those numbers  have 
changed,  you may have a  leak .
I f  you  have to  shut  o f f  the  water ,  make sure  i t ' s  comple te ly  o f f ,  check  by  tu rn ing  on  a  
faucet .  The water  shou ld  s top  runn ing  a f te r  a  few seconds.

F I N D I N G  T H E  L E A K :

Walk  around your  house and look  fo r  any  leak ing  p ipes  or  water  damage.  I f  a l l  water  
consuming app l iances  are  tu rned o f f ,  no  water  shou ld  be  mov ing  th rough the  p ipes .  L is ten  
fo r  sounds o f  runn ing  water .  I f  you  hear  water  mov ing ,  t rack  tha t  p ipe .
I f  you  p lan  to  f i x  tha t  leak ,  make sure  to  tu rn  the  cu to f f  va lve  be fore  any  repa i rs .  The 
cu to f f  va lve  is  usua l ly  loca ted  where  the  serv ice  l ine  en ters  the  home.
Look  fo r  p ipes  leak ing  under  s inks ,  in  wa l ls  and ce i l ings .  Wet  spots ,  s ta ined carpet ,  and 
mold  is  another  ind ica tor  o f  a  leak .
I f  a  faucet  i s  leak ing ,  chang ing  the  washer  in  the  spout  may he lp  s top  the  leak .
Check  your  water  heater .  The pressure  re l ie f  va lve  a l lows the  ho t  water  heater  to  d ra in  
water  i f  the  pressure  becomes too  grea t .  Many t imes th is  va lve  is  d i rec t l y  connected  to  a  
d ra in  mak ing  i t  d i f f i cu l t  to  see the  prob lem.  Wi thout  touch ing  the  pressure  re l ie f  va lve ,  
l i s ten  fo r  water  f low ing  th rough any  connected  hoses  or  look  a t  the  end o f  the  hose fo r  
runn ing  water .  These repairs  should be per formed by a  hot  water  heater  specia l is t .
When check ing  a  to i le t  fo r  leaks .  Take the  cover  o f f  the  tank ,  watch  fo r  obv ious  s igns  o f  
leakage.  I f  water  i s  f low ing  in to  the  over f low tube,  ad jus t  the  he igh t  o f  the  f loa t .  I f  water  i s  
d r ipp ing  ou t  o f  the  f i l l  va lve  you may need to  t igh ten  a  screw or  rep lace  i t .
To  check  fo r  a  s i len t  leak ,  p lace  severa l  d rops  o f  food co lo r ing  or  leak  de tec t ion  tab le ts  in  
the  tank .  Wi thout  f lush ing ,  wa i t  fo r  20  minu tes .  I f  you  see co lo r  in  the  bowl  there  is  a  leak .

T O I L E T  L E A K S  F A C T :

An average o f  20% o f  a l l  to i le ts  leak !  A  leak ing  to i le t  can  waste  up  to  severa l  hundreds  o f  
ga l lons  per  day .  Leaky  to i le ts  can usua l ly  be  repa i red  by  rep lac ing  the  f lapper .  The use o f  
food co lo r ing  or  leak  de tec t ion  tab le ts  can be  a  good s ta r t  to  f ind  the  leak .




