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TASK 1: Dallas County Promise  www.dallascountypromise.org

● In the top right corner, click

● Scroll down and select your 
graduation year and high 
school. 

http://www.dallascountypromise.org


Dallas County Promise:  www.dallascountypromise.org

● Enter your personal 
information exactly as it 
appears on your high 
school record.

http://www.dallascountypromise.org


Dallas County Promise:  www.dallascountypromise.org

● Check each Pledge 
statement. 

● Choose your preferred 
DCCCD campus.

● If you have taken 
dual-credit, type your 
DCCCD ID when 
prompted.

http://www.dallascountypromise.org


College Applications



TASK 2: Apply Texas Applications  www.applytexas.org 

● Verify your account: after registering 
with your personal information, go to your 
email and click on the link from Apply 
Texas and type your email again.

● You will then be redirected to the Apply 
Texas home page and you can log in.

http://www.applytexas.org


PART A) Two-Year Application

● If you have never taken dual credit, 
start a two-year application under “My 
Applications.”

● Select a Dallas County Community 
College (DCCCD), and only submit to 
one → once you’re accepted, you can 
take classes on any DCCCD campus!



PART A) Two-Year Application

● Next, select your semester of entry:

● Select your major: if you’d like to eventually 
transfer to a university, select this option

● If you’re interested in a certificate program 
or a technical degree (automotive 
technology,  welding, etc.), select that option.



PART A) Two-Year Application

● Enter the biographical and educational information as it applies to you.

● Include your Social Security Number → this will make it easier for your application to 
match with your FAFSA or TASFA!

● Remember, you will be applying as a high 
school graduate.



PART B) Four-Year Application

● Create a new application for a four-year university.
 

● Some of the most affordable in-state options include University of North 
Texas at Dallas (doesn’t require an essay!), University of North Texas, and 
Midwestern State University (doesn’t require essay). 

● If you’re stuck, research colleges on SCOIR or www.collegedata.com!



PART B) Four-Year Application

● You will be entering as a Freshman 
in Fall 2020

● Most applications will ask you for a 
first choice school → select this 
based on your intended major (ex. If 
you want to study business, select 
the college of business).



FAFSA: FSA ID



TASK 3: FSA ID   www.fsaid.ed.gov 

● The FSA ID is a username and password used by students, parents, and borrowers to:
○ Log in to U.S. Department of Education websites
○ Electronically sign documents (like the FAFSA!)

● You will use it:
○ Every year you apply for federal student aid at fafsa.ed.gov.
○ To receive a federal student loan. 
○ To apply for work-study.
○ To perform important activities as a federal student loan borrower, such as 

choosing a repayment plan or applying for a deferment

http://www.fsaid.ed.gov
https://fafsa.gov/


FSA ID:   www.fsaid.ed.gov 

● Remember, this is only STEP ONE of completing the FAFSA. After 
you create your FSA ID, you will then be able to log into 
www.fafsa.ed.gov to submit your FAFSA (**which will require 
student’s + parents’ 2018 Tax Returns & W2s). 

● Attend a FAFSA/TASFA Night at Woodrow to finish your application 
-- every Thursday throughout October in the library, 5:00 - 
7:00 pm!

http://www.fsaid.ed.gov
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov


FSA ID:   Does my parent need one?
• If you are a dependent student, then your parent will need an FSA ID in order to sign your 

FAFSA electronically.
• Not sure if you’re considered a dependent student for FAFSA? Go to StudentAid.gov/dependency 

to find out.

IMPORTANT
• You and your parent must have different FSA IDs.
• You must create your own FSA ID—it’s your electronic signature and you need to own it.
• Your parent must create his or her own FSA ID.
• You and your parent should each use your own email & phone number when creating an FSA 

ID (you can’t use/share the same email address or phone number).

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency?utm_source=presentation&utm_medium=document&utm_content=dependency&utm_campaign=2015fsaid


FSA ID: Create your account       www.fsaid.ed.gov 

• WRITE DOWN YOUR 
USERNAME. It will 
follow you through 
college, and it can be 
tricky to recover 
(same with your 
password!).

• You must have 
access to the 
email associated 
with your account.

http://www.fsaid.ed.gov


FSA ID: Fill out your information ACCURATELY

• MATCH THE SPELLING OF YOUR NAMES → FIRST, MIDDLE 
INITIAL, LAST-- They should match what is on your Social 
Security Card.

• MAKE SURE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS IS CORRECT.

• MAKE SURE YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER IS CORRECT.



FSA ID: Fill out your information ACCURATELY.



FSA ID: Create Security Questions & Answers

• Answering your challenge questions is one way to unlock your account or 
reset your username and password. 

• Make sure your answers are easy to remember (they will not change while 
you’re in college!).



FSA ID: Verify Your Email & Phone Number

• Once you verify your email, you can use your email address to log in to 
Department of Education websites (including your FAFSA application!).

• Verifying your email AND phone number will make it easier to recover your 
username and password.



RESUME WORKSHOP



TASK 4: Creating a Resume 
● Purpose:

○ Communicate that you are able to communicate!
○ Show employers/admissions officers that you are 

professional and dependable. Typos are a red flag!
○ You accomplish this by clearly articulating your 

experience and showing consistency.

● Quantify as much as possible:
○ Use numbers, percentages, and supporting facts 

to show that you have a track record of success.



Resume Tips
● Grammar:

○ Use action verbs to begin a describing a bullet point.
○ Verb tenses: if something on your resume is in the past, use the past tense (managed, delivered, 

organized) and if you are still actively in the role, use the present tense (manage, deliver, organize).
○ Avoid using Pronouns “I” or “me” or “my”

■ EXAMPLE: Instead of saying, “I served and waited tables daily,” say, “Served meals, cleared 
tables, monitored five tables, and provided exceptional customer service to up to 30 customers 
daily.”

● Spacing/Format:
○ Maintain a consistent font and font size throughout your resume.
○ Use a standard/professional font (ex. Times or Arial); use 11 or 12 point font size.
○ Format in a logical structure (i.e. most recent activities first).



COLLEGE ESSAY WORKSHOP



TASK 5: College Essay         
Where does it fit into your application? 

● The essay is one component of the larger profile / application process.

● It provides an opportunity to make your application more personal: you 
have a direct say! 

○ If you think your transcript/test scores don’t distinguish you, your 
essay CAN.

● Throw structure out the window. A college essay is not a five-paragraph 
research paper.  



College Essay

● DON’T repeat the prompt.
○ The most influential person in my life is 

my mom…

● DON’T give me the factual background.
○ I was born on December 6, 2002 in 

Dallas, Texas.

● DON’T write in third person.

● DON’T regurgitate your resume (it’s 
already in your application!).

● DO immerse me in your world: TIME 
and PLACE.

● DO get specific.

● DO tell a story only you can tell.  



Standing Out: Dive Right In

“ A week after arriving in Israel for the first time in my life, I was fitted for a uniform and given a cursory 
tour of a military base in the Negev southern region of Israel.  On the first night at 2:00 a.m., I was abruptly 
woken by soldiers shouting in Hebrew, banging on the doors of the barracks.  My ears ringing, I hastily 
pulled on my uniform, not knowing what I was supposed to be doing, only knowing I needed to keep moving.  
I found myself bewildered, outside, at ready, in position with the rest of my chanichim within two minutes.

I was late.  ”
● You can distinguish yourself by telling a story → take your reader to a 

specific moment. This will allow you to incorporate vivid details that 
make your essay more memorable.



College Essay: Questions to Ask Yourself  [THE WHY]

● Why is this important to you?
○ Why are you writing about this?

● What does this say about your your identity?
○ Is there something you aren’t saying?

● How does this explain what is different or unique about your life experience? 
○ Why will it be interesting to colleges?

● When, if ever, did you experience a transformation in how you viewed a situation or 
an event in your life?
○ How have you changed because of a situation, experience, or event?

Tell a story and 
REFLECT on its 
significance.



College Essay: Last Tips

● If you are a first generation college student, ADDRESS THAT SOMEWHERE IN YOUR 
APPLICATION! Colleges are looking for you!

● At the end of the day, you’re trying to win over an admissions committee. You ultimately 
should be reflecting a positive light on yourself. Get personal, but also stay appropriate.

● You CAN address something difficult or sad. But remember to turn it into something 
positive—remember the purpose of this essay.

● You don’t have a ton of space (~500 – 650 words) to express who you are! Make sure every 
sentence has a purpose. Unless you’re making a rhetorical move, don’t repeat yourself (or the 
prompt)!  


