Calvin's Institutes John Calvin

BOOK 4 66. God keeps us united in the fellowship of Christ by means of
Ecclesiastical and Civil government.

67. In Ecclesiastical government Three things are considered. 1. What is the Church? 2.
How is it governed? 3. What is its power? 68. The Church is regarded in two points of
view; as Invisible and Universal, which is the communion of saints; and as Visible and
Particular. The Church is discerned by the pure preaching of the word, and by the lawful
administration of the sacraments.

69. As to the government of the Church, there are Five points of inquiry. 1. Who rule? 2.
What are they? 3. What is their calling? 4. What is their office? 5. What was the
condition of the ancient Church? 70. They that rule are not Angels, but Men. In this
respect, God declares his condescension towards us: we have a most excellent training
to humility and obedience, and it is singularly fitted to bind us to mutual charity.

71. These are Prophets, Apostles, Evangelists, whose office was temporary; Pastors
and Teachers, whose office is of perpetual duration.

72. Their calling is twofold;internal andexternal. Theinternal is from the Spirit of God. In
theexternal there are Four things to be considered. 1. What sort of persons ought to be
chosen? Men of sound doctrine and holy lives. 2. In what manner? With fasting and
prayer. 3. By whom? Immediately, by God, as Prophets and Apostles. Mediately, with
the direction of the word, by Bishops, by Elders, and by the people. 4. With what rite of
ordination? By the laying on of hands, the use of which is threefold. 1. That the dignity
of the ministry may be commended. 2. That he who is called may know that he is
devoted to God. 3. That he may believe that the Holy Spirit will not desert this holy
ministry.

73. The duty of Pastors in the Church is, to preach the Word, to administer the
Sacraments, to exercise Discipline.

74. The condition of the ancient Church was distributed into Presbyters, Elders,
Deacons, who dispensed the funds of the Church to the Bishops, the Clergy, the poor,
and for repairing churches.

75. The power of the Church is viewed in relation to Doctrine, Legislation, and
Jurisdiction.

76. Doctrine respects the articles of faith, none of which must be laid down without the
authority of the word of God, but all must be directed to the glory of God and the
edification of the Church.

It respects also the application of the articles, which must agree with the analogy of
faith.

77. Ecclesiastical laws, in precepts necessary to be observed, must be in accordance
with the written word of God. In things indifferent, regard must be had to places,
persons, times, with a due attention to order and decorum. Those constitutions ought to
be avoided which have been laid down by pretended pastors instead of the pure
worship of God, which bind the consciences by rigid necessity, which make void a
commandment of God, which are useless and trifling, which oppress the consciences by
their number, which lead to theatrical display, which are considered to be propitiatory
sacrifices, and which are turned to the purposes of gain.



78. Jurisdiction is twofold. 1. That which belongs to the Clergy, which was treated of
under the head of Provincial and General Synods. 2. That which is common to the
Clergy and the people, the design of which is twofold, that scandals may be prevented,
and that scandal which has arisen may



