THE WAY OF JESUS – The Greatest of these is Love                                                 Daily devotions for Benoni Central, Emseni and Airport Chapel 

DAY 1 (Week - Monday 16th July 2018)

Read: Hosea 11:1-11
The word LOVE is used very lightly in our times. For example we say I love my car or I love that dress or I love that song. And at the same time we say to a spouse, child or parent I love you. I don’t believe that one can love a car, dress or song the same way I can love my spouse, child or even parent. 
Then there is the way that we say we love God as compared to the way that God loves you and me.

The story in Hosea is about a loving God crying out in pain to a people who constantly turn their backs on Him. Yet this same God promises not to execute wrath, or to destroy them. Instead God promises a warm tender love which is totally undeserved. God promises a love that “Wilt not let me go.”

The imagery of an infant and parent in our story reminds us of just how and to what lengths a parent would go for their child. We endure sleepless nights and interrupted thoughts; we curb our personal ambitions and desires because a newborn is utterly dependent on us for survival. As children move towards independence, we let them drop food on the floor as they insist they feed themselves. We will even let them wear the oddest clothes if it makes them happy. Without too much effort we can love our children, patch up their hurts, carry them, feed them and comfort them.

Now if, as human parents we are prepared to go to such lengths, is it possible to understand that God’s love is greater. 

Meditation: How do I love God?
DAY 2

Read: 1 Corinthians 12:31 -13:13
Growing up I, always sang to a song that I enjoyed by Dionne Warwick; “What the World Needs Now.” The lyrics to the first verse say “What the world needs now is love, sweet love. It's the only thing that there's just too little of. What the world needs now is love, sweet love, No not just for some but for everyone.” And as I reflect on our theme this week I realise that now more than ever before, her words are so true.

Paul in his letter to the church at Corinth alludes to the fact that they lacked love while serving each other, especially when exercising Spiritual gifts in the body, the church. Sadly it appeared that folk were boasting of what some were able to do and what others could not. He makes it clear though that while we all don’t have the same gifts and abilities, we all should love.

Verses 4-7 describe what God intends love to look like. Love should be an utterly unselfish action that is directed outward towards others and not inwardly to self. It is a love that goes against our natural instinct. And God always avails Himself to aid us in practicing this way of love. Modeling our lives on that of Christ, who is the perfect example of love, will direct our lifestyles toward that love.

Our society is much like that of Corinth in Paul’s day. Theirs like ours was morally corrupt and perverse. But love needs to be shared in our society. 
When we all actively engage in Christ-like love this can then offset some of the evils in our society. That is especially true when we confess Jesus as Lord.
	Prayer: Lord help me be an agent of LOVE in Christ’s name. AMEN


DAY 3                                                                              Read: 1 John 4:7-12
This text talks of the obligation of mutual love. Verse 7 begins with the exhortation that we must love one another.

Most people believe that love is important. When love is thought of in terms of action and choice, we will be acting in Christ-like manner. Those who don’t accept the importance of love, live very egotistical lives. Another problem though comes when we confuse love with lust as some do. That is when the action of love is lost.
In this letter we are once again reminded that God is the source of love. God loved us enough to allow His only son to die on our behalf. And Jesus became the supreme example of what love is when He willingly died for us. A. E. Brooke, a NT scholar says: "Human love is a reflection of something in the divine nature itself." Since God is the source of love, those who are born of God and know God will love others.
Often we are faced with situations where we can choose to act in love or do things that don’t love. A true examination of the heart must ask the question: if love is the mark of a believer, do people recognize by our love that we belong to Christ? I'm sure that we will always discover that there is some level of not loving the way Christ does. The love of God is emphasized by the phrase “his only Son.”

John is straightforward in claiming that “Anyone who does not love does not know God.”.....It’s that simple. William Barclay says, “We are never nearer to God than when we love.” 
	Meditation: How well do you display love for God in the choices you make and the actions you take?


DAY 4                                                                                                                         Read: John 15:9-17
It is important to note that there is a difference between happiness and joy. Joy depends on God while happiness is dependent on circumstance. Someone wrote, “No God, no joy; No God, no good.” 

And so we should also recognize that many who profess to be believers do not have this joy that the Bible is talking about. You can recognize this absence of joy in their conduct, their communications and their expression! 

If we love the way Jesus loves, we will know this joy. Earlier in the week I alluded to the fact that Jesus is the source of love and the Holy Spirit enables us to love. 

In this passage Jesus is pleading with us to remain in His love. This passage focuses on the essential love relationship between the Father and the Son, and the Son and His followers evidenced by devoted trust and obedience or service. When we remain in His love there is a twofold blessing. One, we will experience the complete joy of the Lord and two, that joy will remain in us. 
Joy is promised to those who “abide” in Jesus and this involves “keeping His commandments,” (v.10). There can be no joy apart from a continuing obedience to the Word of God.  

Jesus clearly asserts that LOVE best motivates obedience. If we fail to obey it is most likely because we fail to perceive the full extent of His love for us. 
	Meditation: Am I experiencing the JOY Jesus speaks of?


DAY 5 
Read: Ephesians 2:1-7 
While romantic love may have many delusions, there is no delusion about God’s love. There is no greater love than God’s love. His love is unmerited, unconditional, and unending.
In his letter to the Roman Church Paul claims “There is none righteous, no, not one.” He is suggesting that our sinfulness does not merit Christ’s love. Yet “God commends his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." [Rom 5:8] C.S. Lewis wrote “He loved us not because we were lovable, but because He is love.” 
But not only is God’s love unmerited it is also unconditional. There is nothing you can do to make God love you more! There is nothing you can do to make God love you less! His love is unconditional and impartial.
It is Leighton Ford who wrote “God loves us the way we are, but he loves us too much to leave us that way.” This unconditional love is not a license to live as we please. And so he accepts us as we are when we yield to His love and shapes us to what and who He knows we are capable of being.

Lastly God’s love is unending. The world’s concept of love is that it is temporal and fleeting as expressed by one poet as he penned the following words: “Love has come and gone again, we were bound and we were free, Love beloved of wiser men Never stays long with me.” 
Even as God is eternal, God’s love is eternal. Nothing that you and I can ever do or that will ever happen to us or in our lives will ever cause God to stop loving us.
	Meditation: Am I practicing the unmerited, unconditional and unending love of Christ? 


DAY 6 

Read: John 3:16-17

John 3:16 is, perhaps, the most familiar verse in the Bible. People the world over can quote the verse. Of those who cannot quote it, many are at least familiar with the reference. Yet, sadly, we have allowed familiarity to lead us to take for granted the wonderful truths contained in this verse.
This verse is about the greatest love ever shown, the greatest gift ever given, the greatest opportunity ever offered, and the greatest future ever imagined!
The thought that God loves you and me is in itself a wonder and becomes even greater when we realise the glory of the God who loves us. If we had to describe God with characteristics such as grace, truth, goodness, mercy, justice, knowledge, power and eternality, then we have to see that intrinsic in that is God’s Glory. The glory that is God’s is His in His essence.
Because of His love for you and me, by His grace, the glorious God of the universe has made it possible for us to have a personal relationship with Him. He has done this in the person of Jesus Christ, who sacrificed Himself on the cross for our sake, suffering the penalty for our sin in our place. 

The nature of His sacrifice for our sin is such that He not only died for those who choose to believe in Him, but for all those who choose not to believe in Him as well. This is the love that loves us. 

But though everyone is the object of God’s love, not everyone has chosen to be the recipient of God’s love. Have you ever made the choice to acknowledge God’s gift of love on your behalf?
Prayer: Lord receive my love for you even though it is weak and faint. AMEN
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