Jock Leyden
1908 - 2000

Born: 1908, Grangemouth, Scotland Died: 2000, Durban, South Africa

He was born in Grangemouth, Scotland, and settled in Durban with his parents in 1926 which
was to be his home for the rest of his life.

Jock attended part-time art classes at the Natal School of Art, Durban, and he decided to
advance his studies in Britain by taking lessons in drawing and painting at Heatherleys
School of Art, in etching at the Central London School of Art, and in anatomical drawing at
the Royal Academy in the mid-1930s.

Jock was an internationally acclaimed cartoonist, particularly in the field of sport; but
he was also much admired for his theatre and political cartoons. He was singled out by Time
magazine as one of the top six newspaper cartoonists of the 20th century. His work was
first published in 1927 in The Natal Advertiser which was to become the Natal Daily News in
1936 and The Daily News in 1962. He made a major contribution towards the popularity of
this Durban daily newspaper.

Just about every sport received Jock Leyden’s attention as a cartoonist and illustrator but
motor sport and in particular motorcycle racing were his great passion. He was the Patron
of the Natal Motorcycle and Car Club for many years and it was during this time that he
contributed several articles and illustrations to the club magazine covering early motoring
events, in particular the DJ.

Jock studied art in SA and England and became a freelance illustrator in 1930. In 1933 he
reported on the Isle of Man TT races and then stayed on in London with his work appearing
in various publications including “The Autocar”.

Jock returned to SA in 1937 and after working for various newspapers, in 1939 he moved to
the Daily News/Sunday Tribune where he remained until his official retirement in 1981.
However, his work continued to appear in newspapers and magazines until he eventually
vacated his office and into a final retirement at the age of 81. In 1981 his work was
recognised by the award of the South African Cartoonist of the Year but his reputation went
further than SA and he was selected by Time Magazine as one of the world’s top six
cartoonists of the 20th Century.



Jock passed in 2000 at the age of 91.

Jock having lived through the 1920s, 30s and 40s knew just about all the leading riders
personally and was able to obtain their recollections at first hand. When they were
published originally from 1962 to 1966 these great stars were about to leave or had already
left the scene.

Any of those lucky enough to have been illustrated by Jock will know how accurate he was in
making a faithful depiction, as they say, warts and all. When it came to the technicalities
of bikes and cars he was equally accurate and he enjoyed his work less as the mechanical
details were streamlined away.

A tribute to Jock Leyden

famous Scottish poem, Alison
Rutherford’s The Flowers of the
Forest, contains the following lines:

I've seen the Forest adored the foremost
With flowers of the fairest — most pleasant
and gay

Full sweet was their blooming ~ their scent
the air perfuming

But now they are withered and a' wede
away.

There can be no doubt that world-famous
cartoonist Jock Leyden, who died at his
Glenwood, Durban home on 28 February
atthe age of 91, was among the fairest and
foremost flowers in the Forest, whether in
his native Scotland, where he was born at
Grangemouth on 21 November 1908, or
his adopted South Africa.

A kindly, helpful gentieman in the true
sense of that word, he had an endearing
humility and refusal to take himself too
seriously that made one feel he considered
one a friend.

It was typical of his sense of humour that
he told a former journalistic colleague
recently, in the Scottish accent he never
lost, that *| am now in the referee's option-
al time".

That his sense of humour frequently
served as a means of couching a far deep-
er meaning is obvious from the accompa-
nying cartoon, contained in a recent
Christmas card to his friends.

It's been said that a Scotsman's road to
fame and fortune lies south. To say that
Jock (christened John Michael) has
become as much a South African motor
sport legend since his arrival here in 1926
as those drivers and riders he immortalised
is perhaps stating the obvious. His car-
toons have enhanced publications both
here and overseas since the 1920s.

Such is the enduring appeal of art that
I'm sure they will continue to do so, hope-
fully to the delight of those of less mature
years because they capture an integral part
of South African, and international, motor
sport history in & unique way.

Jock, of course, did not confine his pen
fo depicting motor sport, although that
remained his first love. His political car-
toons, including the pipe-smoking Wilbur,
graced Durban newspapers for 58 years
until his retirement from the staff of the
Daily News in 1997 and he immortalised
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theatre celebrities and achievers in many
different sports,

In doing so, Jock gamered many hon-
ours. World famous for his motor sport car-
toons in the 1930s, he earned world
acclaim during World War 2 when his
superb wartime cartoons toured with a
Commonwealth Cartoonists Exhibition
throughout the Allied countries.

His work hangs in Buckingham Palace
and the White House among others, Time

Three legends ... Jock Leyden at the Roy
Hesketh circuit in 1978 with world motor-
cycle champions Kork Ballington (left) and
Jim Redman (right). Picture: Ken MacLeod

magazine named him one of the top six
cartoonists of the 20th century and his
work has been exhibited at cartoon festi-
vals in Scotland, Wales, Canada, Italy,
Germany, Belgium and Yugoslavia, and a
retrospective exhibition of his work was
held at Callander in Scotland in 1997. A
devout Catholic, Jock was awarded the
Papal Cross in 1986.

Honours also came his way in South
Africa. In 1977 the Pietermaritzburg Turf
Club held a special meeting at the
Scottsville course to mark his 50 years as
a cartoonist, the main feature race being
the Jock Leyden Jubilee Handicap, and in
1989 the Durban City Council bestowed
civic honours on him,

Jock Leyden may have “wede away”, but
that surely Is only in a physical sense. To
borrow a phrase from Scottish clergyman
Lord George MacLeod of Fuinary, such a
man “can't really be dead".

Jock's wife, Annabel, died in April 1996.
We extend condolences to daughters
Lucille, Marilyn and Rosemary, son Murray
and their families.

Ken MacLeod
Many thanks to Hector Pollard for his help
in compiling this obituary. A more detailed
sketch of Jock Leyden appeared in Classic
Car Africa, volume 3 no 3.
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NEWS, MONDAY. AUGUST 24. 1964
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Reproduced with kind permission by Jock Leyden son, Murray Leyden.






