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EXPLANATION -OF THE FRONTISPIECE.
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- The design is a prostyle Temple of the Doric Grder, and
«alludes to an historical view of Ancient Masonry ; by this
is to be understood, that which is universally received and
acknowledged in all Lodges of the old constitution.

~ Upon the dome are exhibited, whole length figures of
the three Grand Masters of the Tabernacle of the Wilder-
ness. The two crowrRd figures, with that on their right,
represent the thiree Grand Masters of the Holy Lodge ;
And the figures on their left, the three Grand Masters of
the second Temple, or Grand and Royal Lodge, at Jeru-
salem.

“his fabnc issupported by three Noble Columns, bearing
.- hadges, with the Arms of England, Ireland and
Sew. - icted thereon ; denoting the triple union,
© which : . 1772 was formed by those three Grand
Lodges, v v ... . note the honour and dignity of the
whole commu ;- ‘o . -enry. )
The ascent to the b... - *~ the five Orders in.
Aichitecture, and also to A Iier,fection of
Ancient Masonry. | s SR

Upon the pediment above, are the AiL.or... .
the Fraternity, taken from Holy Writ: viz.

Arms. Quarterly per- squares, counterchanged ver

- Rirst quarter, azure, a Lion rampant, or: second, or, an
Ox passant sable:- third, or, a Man with hands uplifted
proper, robed in crimson and ermine: fourth, azure, an
Eaglt displayed or. CrEst. The Holy Ark of the Cove-
nant proper. SuPPORTERS. Two Cherubims with wings

_ extended. MotTo. MM 9 w'\j signifying Holiness o
the Lord.
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INTRODUCTION.

"THE sntiquity and utility of Freemasonry being
universally acknowledged in most parts of the habi-
table globe, it will be as absurd to conceive it re-
quired new aids for its support, as for the man who
_ has the use of sight, to demand a proof of theé rising
and setting of the sun. '

If our first parents and their offspring had con»
tinued in Paradise, they would have had no occasion
for mechanic arts, or any of the sciences now in use;
Adam being created with all those perfections and
blessings, which could either add to his dignity, or
be conducive to his real welfare. -In that happy
period he had no prepensity to evil, no perverseness
in his heart, no darkness or obscurity in his under-
standing; for had he laboured under these defects
* he would not have been a perfect man, nor would
there be any difference between m‘an in a state of
innocence, and in a state of degenerary and corrup-

b
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tion. It was thefgfore in consequence of his wilful
transgression that any evils came upon him; and
having lost his innocence, he in that dreadful mo-
ment forfeited -likewise his supernatural lights and
infused knowledge, whereby every science (as far
as human nature is capable of) was rendered fami-
har without going through the regular gradatlon. of
obtaining. sach knowledge, requisite to men even of
the greatest abilities, :whose. 1deas, aﬂer all, remain
weak and imperfect. '

From' tlais-remarkable'and fatal ra, we date the
reign of the sciences. First arose Divinity, whereby
was pointed out to fallen man, the ways and will of
God, the omnipotence and mercy of an offended
Creator : then- Law, as dirécting us’ to diétﬁbute_
justice to our neighbour, and relieve those who are
oppressed or-suffer wrong: - The Royal Art was
beyond all dotibt coeval with the above sciences, and
wag carefilly handed down by Methuselab, who
died but a few days before thie general deluge, and
who had lived two hundred and foity-five years with
Adam, by whom he was instructed in all the mys -
teries of this sublime séience, ‘which_ he faithfalty
communicated to his graridson'Noah, who transmit-
ted it to posterity. And it has ever been preserved
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with a veneration and prudence suitable to its great
importance, being always confined to the knowledge

of the worthy only. This is confirmed by many f
imstances, which men of reading and speculation (es<

pecially. such as are of this society), cannot suffer to

escape them. '

At first mankind adhered to the lessons of nature;
she used necessity for the means, urged them to
nvention, and assisted them in the operation. Our
primitive fathers seeing that the natural face of the
earth was not sufficient for the sustenance of the ani-
mal creation; had recourse to their faithful tutoress,
who taught them how to give it an‘artificial face, by
creating habitations and cultivating the ground, and
these operations, among other valuable effects, led
them to search into and contemplate uPon the nature
and properties of lines, figures, superfices and solids;
and by degrees to form the sciences of Geometry
and Architecture, which have been of the greatest
utility to the human species. Hence we were first
taught the means whereby we might attain practice,
and by practice introduce speculation.

From the flood to the days of King Sdiohon,
the liberal arts and sciences gradually spread them-
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- selves over different parts of the globe; every nation
having had some share in their propagation ;- ‘but
according to the different manners, some have cul-
tivated them with more accuracy, perseverance and
success than others, and though the secrets of the
Royal Art, have not been indiscriminately. revealed,
they have nevertheless, been communicated in every
age, to such as were worthy to receive them. .

It has been the custom of most writers on the
subject to give us an elaborate history of Masonry

from' the creation to their own time, viz. from Adam’
to' Noah, from Noah to Nimrod, from Nimrod to

Solomon, from Solomon to Cyrus, from Cyrus to Se-
leucus Nicator, from Seleucus Nicator to Augustus
Cesar, from Augustus Casar to the havock of "the
Goths, and so on, until the revival of the Augustan

style, &c. &c. Wherein they give us an account of '

the drawing, scheming, planning, designing, erect-
ing and building of temples, towers, cities, castles,
palaces, theatres, pyramids, monuments, bridges;
walls, pillars, courts, halls, fortifications, and . laby-
rinths, with the famous light-house of - Pharos ahd
the Colossus at Rllodes, and many other wonderful
works ‘performed by the Architects, to the’ great

satisfaction of the readers, and edification -of Free~'
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masons.- However entertaining these details may
be to the general reader, they do not contain any
necessary information, and could only tend to swell
the size of this work. " ‘

t

Nothing is hereby intended to impeach the
veracity, or to offend writers of historical truths.
Our intention being only to expose ridiculous inno-
vations, and fabulous accounts of Grand Masters,
whose masonical authorities never existed.

It is certain that Freemasonry has existed from
the ,c{'eation, though probably not under that name ;
that it was a divine gift from God ; that Cain and
‘the builders of the city were strangers to the secret
mystery of Masonry : that there were but four
Masons in the world when the deluge happened :
that one of thHe four even the second son of Noah,
was not master of the art; that neither Nimrod nor
his Craftsmen, knew any thing of the matter ; and
that there were but very few masters of the art even
at 'Solomon’s temple; whereby it plainly appears
that the whole mystery was communicated to very’
few at.that time:. that at Solomon’s temple, and
not before, it received the name of Freemasonry,
because the Masons at Jerusalem and Tyre were the
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greatest cabalists then in the world ; tlrat the mys-
tery has been, for the most part, practised amongst
builders since Solomon’s time ; that there were some
hundreds mentioned in histories of Masonry under
the titles of Grand Masters, &c. for no other reason
than thatof their having given directions for the build-
ingof a house, tower, castle, or some other edifice, or
perhaps for suffering the Masons to erect such in
their territories; while the memories of as many
thousands of the faithful Craft are buried in oblivion:
from whence we may understand, that such his-
. tories are of no use to the society at present : and
that the manner of constituting lodges, the old and
* - new regulations, &c. are the most useful and ne-
cessary things concerning Freemasonry that can be
written.
What man, conversant with real Freemasonry
-and history, can give credit to the legendary stories
of the Grand Masterships of the Monks St. Austin,
St: Swithin, St. Dunstan, and other monkish Saiuts,
Confessors, Cardinals, &c. &c.? Is itnot more pro-
bable, that those legendary Grand Masters, instead
of patronizing and protecting a society that was then
supposed to raise and converse with familiar spirits,

wdu‘d have renounced them.- . p
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But to come nearer to the present time :-let us
ook ito the. origin of the present  Society of
Modemy Masons, who, not satisfied with the old
title:of Right Worshipful Grand Lodge, did in theik
Caleundar for 1777, assume the title of .the Supremé
Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honourable,
&ec. &c. - Upon enquiry it appears that all’ theik
boasted supremacy ‘is derived from an obscuve per-
son,-who lived about ninety years ago, as will bé
seen! by the following Extract from:their own Book
of Constitutions, published anno 1784.

“ King George I a-rived at London on Sept.
‘¢ 20, 1714, and the few Lodges at London wanting
“ an active patron, by reason of Sir Christopher
“ Wren’s disability (for the new King was not a
“’Freerhason, and was moreover unacquainted with
* the language of the Country), thought fit to cement
« under & new Grand Master, : the centre of - union
 and harmony For this pm pose the Lodges

No, 1 At the Goose and Gruhron, St. Pdul’ Clmrch Yard
1\0 2 At the Crown, in PatkersLane, Drury Laue;
No. 3. At the Apple Tree I’avern, Charles Street, Covent
Garden ;
No. 4. At the Rusmmer and Grapes: Tavern, Chanuneél Row,
Westmuwler :
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“ with some other old Brothers, met at the said
"« Apple Tree, and having put_into-the chair the,
 oldest Master Mason, being the .Master of a .
“ Ladge, they - constituted . themselves: a Grand
“ Lodge; pro tempore, in due form.. They: re.
‘ sojved to revive the quarterly communication of
“ the Officers of Lodges, to hold the annual Assem-
‘ bly and Feast, and then to choose a Grand Mas-
“ ter from among themselves, until they should
“ have the honour of a Noble Brother at their
. ¥ head.” ' ’

Such are the words of the most authentic his-
tory amongst modern Masons, which beyond contra-
diction prove the origin of their supremacy to be
a self-created assembly. :

Nor as a self-creation the only defect ; they .
were defective in numbers. To form what Masons
mean_ by a Grand Lodge, there should have been
the Masters and Wardens of five regular Lodges ;
that is to say, five Masters and ten Wardens, ma. _
king the number of installed Officers fifteen. This
is so well known to every man conversant with the
ancient laws, usages, customs, and ceremonies of
Master-Masons, that it is needless to say more, than
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that the foundation was defective in numhgy, conse-
quently defective in form and capacity.

It cannot be urged, that such defec_tion, orirre:
gular formation, was owing to necessity, as there
were at that time numbers of old Masons in, and
adjacent to London, from whom the present Grand
Lodge of Ancient Masons received the old system,
free from innovation. ) .

Under such defections as above mentiuned, Mr.
Aathony Sayer, the first Grand Master of Moderti
Masons found on record, assumed the chair upon
the 24th day of June 1717.

The moderns (I mean gheir writers) plauéibly
call those transactions a revival of the Grand Lodge
Feasible as this story of a wpoqed revival may ap-
pear, one minute’s. reflection will show an Ancient
Mason the fallacy of this part of their hlstory “

This will be done by considering, that had it
been a revival of the Ancient Craft only, without in-
novations or alterations of any kind, the Free and

" Accepted Masons in Ireland, Scotland,. the East and
C
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West Indies, and America, where no change has
yet happened, nay, Freemasons in general, would
agree in secret language and ceremonies with the
members of the Modern Lodges. But daily expe-
rience points out the contrary; and this is an in-
controvertibie proof of the falsehood of the sup-
posed revival. :

Indeed this is acknowledged by the Moderns

', themselves, in their Calendar for 1777, page 31,

where, speaking of the Old Masons, we find
these words:— The Ancient York Constitution,
¢ which was entirely dropped at the revival of the
“ Grand Lodge in 1717.” It is plain, therefore
that instead of a revival, a discontinuance of Ancient
Masonry then took plaee,

. To put this matter out of the reach of contra-
diction, take the testimony of Mr. Spencer, one of
their Grand Secretaries.
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Copy of an Answer, in Writing, given to Brother
W—-~=C il, a certified Petitioner from
- Ireland. »

“ Your being an Ancient Mason, you are not
“ entitled to any of our charity. The Ancient
“ Masons have a Lodge at the Five Bells, in the
¢ Strand, and their Secretary’s name is Dermott:d
« Qur Society is neither Arch, Royal Arch, or
¢ Ancient ; so that you have no right to partake of
_ “ our charity.”

Such was the character given of themselves by
their own Grand Secretary about thirty years ago.
In the above-mentioned Book of Constitutions,
amongst other things which we are to suppose were
extracted from the records of Modern Masons, we
observe a censure passed, in the year 1755, on per-
sons for calling themselves Ancient Masons.

' The compiler of that Book appears to have
been unacquainted with the masonical proceedings

® The original is in the Author’s possession;
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of that time, otherwise he would have known that
the persons were censured, not for assembling under

the dénomination of Ancient Masons, but for
g practising Ancient Masonry, having their Con-
stitution from the Modern Grand Lodge. The
case was briefly thus: — A Lodge at the Ben
Johnson's Head in Pelham Street, Spitalfields,
was composed mostly of Ancient Masons, though
under the Modern Constitution. Some of them
had been abroad. and received extraordinary bene-
fits on account of Ancient Masonry : therefore
they agreed to practise Ancient Masonry on every
third Lodge-night. Upon one of these nights, some
Modern Masons attempted to visit them, but were
refused admittance: the persons so refused laid a
formal complaint before the Modern Grand Lodge,
then "held at the Devil Tavern, near Temple Bar.
The said Grand Lodge, though incapable of judg-
ing the propriety or impropriety of such refusal,
not being Ancient Masons, ordered that the Ben
Johnson’s Lodge should admit all sorts of Masons,
without distinction, and upon non-compliance to
that order, they were censured.

The persons thus censured, drew up, printed,
and pYolished, a Manifesto, and Mason’s Creed,
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sold by Owen, in Fleet Street, which did honour
_ to their heads-and hearts. The following lines were
copied from the Preface to their pamphlet :

“ Whereas the genuine spirit of Masonry
¢ geems to be so greatly on the decline, that the
¢ Craft is in imminent danger from false brethren ;
* and whereas, its very fundamertals have of late
¢ been attacked, and a revolution from its ancient
¢ principles, &c.; it has been thought necessary by
. certain persons who have the welfare of the Craft
‘ at heart, to publish the following little pamphlet,
“ by means of which it is hoped the ignorant may
“_be instructed, the luke-warm inspirited, and the

“ irregular reformed.”

"Every real, that is, every Ancient Mason, who
had read those \publications, was convinced of the
injustice done to the Ben Johnson’s Lodge, "in cen-
suring them for having done their duty; a duty
which they owed to God and to themselves, and a
business with which their Judges, the then Modern
Grand Lodge, were totally unacquainted.

Nevertheless censure was passed, and a minute

thereof preserved in the archives, from whence it
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is now published as one of the legislative orders on

-

their records.

The brethren censured had their constitution
from the Modern Grand Lodge, they had not any
connexion with the Ancient Grand Lodge at the
time ; nevertheless, I do affirm, not ouly from pub-
lic report, but from persbnal knowledge, that they
were persons of most amiable characters as men and

Masens ; and the names of the ingenious Mariegot,
Cheetham, Cornish, &c. &c. will long be remem.’
bered with esteem and veneration amongst the faith-
ful and legitimate heirs of old Hiram.

In justice to another person, I am under the
necessnty of taking notice of a plagiarism in the re-
cords before alluded to., The compiler, or author,
in describing the ceremonies at laying the founda-
tion and dedication of the Modern Masons’ Hall,
says, ‘ A Grand Anthem, written by H. D. Esq.
 was sung,” &c.—In the same page is written the
words of the anthem, beginning, -

- “ To heaven’s high Architect all praise,
¢ All praise, all gratitude, be given,”

ré



INTRODUCTION, xv

This anthem was not written by H. D. Esq. nor by

any member of the Modern Society : It was taken

from the oratorio of Solomon’s Temple, annexed to

the prologues in this book, and was written by Mr.
James Eyre Weeks, an Ancient Mason of the city

of Dublin.

I should not have taken so much notice of this
publication, were it not that the title-page says, that
itis ¢ publishéd under the sanction of the Grand
Lodge of England.”

As there are some of the most respectable gen-
tlemen (and I am willing to believe their present
Grand Officers such) belonging to the Modern
Grand Lodge, I am sorry to find they have acted so °
incautiously as to give sanction to falsehoods.

Although falsehood found admittance into that
book, yet a true and memorable transaction is omit-
ted, viz. That the Modern Masons petitioned Par-
liament to grant them a charter of incorporation, in
order to give them the power and pleasure of punish-
ing every Freemason in England that did not pay

quarterage to them. Had they obtained the char-
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ter, it would have shut out all Masons of the neigh-
bouring kingdoms, as they could receive no manner
of benefit therefrom. The Petition was presented
on the first of April, 1770, and the wisdom of Par-
liament treated it with that contempt which it justly
merited.

Having given an idea of the origin of Modern
Masonry, by extracts from their own records, we
next present to our readers the Address of our late
worthy and respected Brother Laurence Dermott,
Esq. Deputy Grand Master, as tending to show the
opinions and proceedings of his time.



ADDRESS

TO THE

GENTLEMEN QF THE FRATERNITY. :

" Originally prefized to the Third Edition.
. ]
BY LAURENCE DERMOTT, ESQ. D.G. M.

SEVERAL eminent Craftsmen . residing in
Scotland, Ireland America, ard other parts, as well
abroad as at home, have greatly importuned me,
to Vgive them some account of what is called
Modern Masonry, in London. I eannot be dis-
_ pleased with such importunities, because I had the
like curiosity myself in 1748, when I was first in-
“troduced into the- Society. - However, before I
proceed any farther concerning the difference be-
tween Ancient and Modern, I think it my duty to -
declare solemnly that I havenot the least antipathy
to the gentlemen, membe;s of the Modern So;:iety*;

o d

* Such was my declaration in the second edition of this
book ; nevertheless, some of the Modern Society have been exs
tyemely warm of late. Not satistied with sayiug that the Ancient
Masons in England had no Grand Master, some of them descended

D
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but, on the contrary, love and respect many of them,
because I have found them geperally to be worthy
of receiving every blessing that good men can ask,
or Heaven bestaw. I hope that this declaration
will ‘aequit nde of any design td give offence, espe-
cially if the follawing queries and answers be rightly
considered:
Quere 1st. Whether Freemasonry, as prac-
tised in ancient Lodges, is universal ? |
i ;Aarm. Yes,

211. ‘Wlpathor what xscalled Modem Masom'y'

15 umveraali ne ‘ oo .
Aﬂé‘- ‘Nnn . . N \

ad. W’hethéu there is any; matcna] dxﬁiwence
liatweén the Aneient and Modern ? :
- Ans: A great deéal; because an Ancient Ma.
son can not only make himself kriown to his brother,
but in case of necessity-can discover his very thoughts.

NS TR L

80 f far us to sssert that the author had forged the Grand Mas-

ter’s lnnd writiug to the Masonic Warrants, &c. Upon appllca-
%oii lo the late Doke of Ath My 601‘ ‘ten Grand Magter, His
Grace boldly stovdl Tatward, avbwtd “hiniself the Pérron ik
supporter of :the Ancient Cruft, dnd vindlcated the Aut'hor li
the public newspaperd, - =

v
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to him in the présence of a Mode'm, without heing:
able to distinguish that either of them are Free-

masons*.

~ 4th. Whether a Modern Mason' may, with
safety, communicate all his secrets to an Ancmnt
Mason ?

Ans. Yes:

5th. Whethet an Ancient Masoy may," with
the like sifety, communicate all his secrets to &
~ Modern Mason, without farther ceremony ?
.. Ans. No: for, as 3 science eomiprehends an
art, thaugh an art cannot compiehend 4 science;
even so Ancient Masonry coritains every thing valu-
able amongst the Moderns, as well as many other
things, that cannot be revealed without additional

ceremouriies:

6zh. Whetlier a fiersgn made in & Moders.
thanner, and not after the ancient custom of the.
Craft, has a right to be called free dnd accepted,
according te the intent dud meauing of the words:? .
Ani. His being -unqualified to appear in d

* See Lotke’s letter, with notes, annexed to this book;
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master's Lodge, according to the universal system
of Masonry, renders the appellation improper.

‘ 7th. Whether it is possible to initiate or in-
troduce a Modern Mason into the Royal Arch
Lodge (the very essence of Masonry)- without
making him go through the Ancient ceremonies.

Ans. No.

8¢th.  Whether the present members of Mo-
-dern Lodges are blameable for deviating so much
from the old land-marks ?

- Ans. No: because the innovation was made
in the reign of King George the First*, and the
new form was delivered as orthodox, to the present
members,

9tk. Therefore, as it is natural for-each party”
to maintain the orthodoxy of their masonic pre-
ceptors, how shall we distinguish’ the original and
most useful system ? "

Ans. The number of Ancient Masons abroad,
| compared with the Moderns, prove the universality

* Anthony Sayer, the first Grand Master of Modern

Masons, assumed the Grand Mastership on the 2ith of Juve,
1717 ' T
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‘of the Old Order, and the utility thereof appears,
By the love and respect shown to the Brethren, i
consequence of their superior abilities in conversing
with, and distinguishing the Masons of all countries
and denominations ; a circumstance peculiar to An-
cient Masons.

‘I-am so well acquainted with the truth of what
I 'have just now asserted, that I am not in the least
apprehensive of being contradicted. But if any per-
son should hereafter labour under the spirit of oppo-
sition, I shall even then be contented, as I am
sure of having the majority on my side..

Therefore; in order to satisfy the importunity

of my good Brethren, particularly the Right Wor-
shipful and:very worthy Freemasons of Awmerica,
~ who, for their charitable disposition, prudent choice
of meémbers, and good conduct in general, deserve
the unanimous thanks and applause of the Masonic’
world ;—be it known that the innovatian already
mentioned, originated on the defection of the Granp
MasteR, Sir Christopher Wren, who, as Dr. Ander-
son says, neglected the Lodges. The Doctor’s asser-
tion is certainly true, and I will endeavour to do
Justice to the memory of Sir Christopher, by relatiag
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the real cause of such neglect. . The famous
Sir Christopher Wren, Knight, Master of Arts
formerly of Wadham College, Professor of Astrono-
my at Gresham and Oxford, Doctor of the Civil
Law, President of the Royal Saciety, Grand Mas-
ter of the most Anciént arid Honourable Fraternity:
of Free and Accepted.Masons, Architect to the
Crown, who built most of the churches in London;
laid the first stone of thie glorious cathedral of St.
Paul, and lived to fiaish it, having served the

Crown upwards of fifty years, was, at the age of-

ninety, displaced. from employment, in févour  of
Mr. William Benson, who was made Sarveyor - of

the buildings, &c. to his Majesty King George the

First. The first specimen of Mr. Benson’s skill in
architecture, was a report made to the House of
Lotds, that their House and the Painted Chamber-
adjoining where in immediate danger of falling s
whereupon the Lords met in a Comnittee, to ap-
poirit some other place to sit in, while the House
should be taken down; but it being proposed tor
cause some other builders first to inspect it, they
found it in very good condition. The Lords, upon.
this; were going tpon an address to the King;
against the modern architect, for such a misrepre~

sentation ; but the Earl of Sunderland, then Secre-

S

4
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tary of State, gave thein an assurance that His Mas
Jesty would remove him, - )

~ ‘Buch usage, added to Sir Chhistopher's great
age, was friore ‘thad enough to make him decline
all public assemblies; and the Master Masons then
. in Londen were so disgusted st the treatment of
their old and™ éxcellent Grand ‘Mastet, that they
wouldl not meet, vof hold ahy communicatien ander
thie sanetion:of his suceessor,  M¥. Bénson ; in short,
the Brethren were struck with a letlidrgy” which
seemed to thredten the Lmdo‘n Lvdfres with a final
discfolbhon. S FIE TN 1:_l Y 1 B Ao e sl

§ . v ’
coal Sl e Sty ,J.& 1 B .. O

IS ey

P Notﬁtﬂ’iétaﬁdmg this statd bfh‘ha’cﬂwty ' Tldn-
. ®on, lthe Lodges In the countr y, paxﬁculﬁﬂy 1’
Scotland, and at York, as well’ as those*int Iveland,
kept_up their ancient formalities, customs, and
usages, without altermg, adding or diminishing,
to, this hour, from whence they may Juat!y be called;
the Most Anment &e.

-
. .

About the year 1717, fothe joyous compas
nions*, who had passed the degree of a Cmft,.

PY

* Brother Thomas Griusell, a man of great \'_egl_'av;uy (elder
Brother of the celebrated James Quiu, Esq ), informed bis Lodge
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though very rusty, resolved to form a Lodge for
themselves, in order, by conversation, to recollect
what had been formerly dictated to them ; or if that
should be found impracticable, to substitute some-
thing new, which might for the futuyre pass for
Masoury amongst themselyes. - At this meeting
the question was asked,. whether any pe\"sou. in,
" the assembly knew the Master’s part; and being-
answered in the pegative, it was resolved, that the-
deficiency should be made up with a new compo-
Sition, and what fragments: of the qld order could be.
found amongst: them, should: be immediately re-
formed, and made more pliable to the humours of
the people. It was thought expedient to abolish the
old custom of stydying geometry in the Lodge, and
some of the young brethren made it appear, that &
good knife and fork in the hands of a dextrous, bro-

.

—— —pen

No. 3, in London, in 1‘/53, that mght persons, whose names
were Desaguliers, : Gofton, King, Calvert, Lumley, Madden,
De Noyer, and Vraden, were the geniuses to whom the world.
is indebted for the memorable invention of Modern Masonry,

Mr. Grinsell often told the author, that he (Grinsell) was a
Freemason before Modern Masongy was known. Nor is this to
be doubted, when we consider that Mr. Grjuse]l was an appren-
tice to a weaver iu Dublin, tirat his mother was married to Mr.
Quin’s father, and that Mr. Quin himself was seventy-three years
old when he died lh 1766.
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ther, over proper materials, would give greater sa-
tisfaction, and add more to the convwnahtyf of the ‘
Lodge, than the best scale and compass in Euro'.
There was another old custom that gave umbrage
the young architects ; which was, the weai'in’g of
aprons, which mhde the gentlemen Took like so
many mechanics; therefore it was proposed that no
brother, for the future, sho#l wear an apron, This
proposal was rejected by the oldest members, who
declared, that the aprons were the only signs of Ma-
sonry then remalmng amongst them, and for that

o

reason they would keep and wear them

Several whimsical modes were proposed, some
of which were adopted : the-absurdfy of them being
such, L shall decline inserting them-here. After

’manyhars observation, a form of walking “was
adopted actually ridiculous. I conceive, that the.
first + was invented by a man grlevously*ﬁilcted
with the sciatica. The second by a sailor, much
accustomed to the rolling of‘a ship. And the
third by a man, who, for recreation, or through ex-
cess of strong liquors, gwas wont to dance the
. drunken -peasant. Amongst other thipgs they.
seized on the Stone-masons’ Arms, which that good-

‘E
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natured company has permitted them to use to
this day. * ) ‘

I have the greatest veneration for implements
truly emblematical or useful in reﬁmng our moral
notions, and. I am well convinced that the custom a
‘use of them in I{giges are both anclent and instrac-
tive, b% at the same tigge, I abhor and detest the
unconstltutlonal fopperies of cunning, avaricious
tradesmen, invented and introduced amongst the
Modems with no other design, than to extract large
sums of money, which ought to be applied to more
noble and charitable uses. There is now in Wap-
ping a larg*nece of iron scrole-work, ornamented
thh fonlage, pa ed and gilt, the whole at an in- .
-credlble expense, and placed before the Master’s
chair, wnth a glgantlc sword fixed therem‘urmg

operallve Masons are the 30th company in London;
they have pll in. BasinghallStreet; their number of liverymen
gjout 70; admission five s£1 16s. and hvery fine s£5. They
were originally incorporated in the year 1410, by the name and
style of the Society of Jgeemasons; and Willinth Hankstow, or<
Hunktow, Clarenceus King at Arms, in the year 1477, granted
them’ their Arms. Modern Masons have assumed their ‘title.
The said company is the only soflity in the kingdom who have a
right to the jgane of Freemasons of Englaud. Nor did the Ac-
cepted Masons of old ever claim such a title ; all they assumed

sy

- was, that of Free and Accepted Masons, s
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the communication of the&nbérsﬁ a thing cone
trary to all the prlvate and public rules of Masonry,
all implements of war and bloodshed beu'conﬁrie'd
to the Lodge-door, from the day that the flaming
sgord was placed in the East end of the garden of
Eden, to the day that the eamaninne madarn nlaced
his grand sword of state i

Nor is it uncommon for

twelve shillings for drawing two sign- posts with
chalk charcoal, &c. and writing Jamaica (rum)

upon one, and Barbadoes (rum) upon the other ; -
% and all this, I suppose, for no other use, than to

distinguish - where these liquors are to be placed in
the Lodge. ~ s
%
There are man}‘ﬂf) €r unconstitutional, and
erha[?sfunprecedented proceedings, which to avoid
giving more offence, I pass over in stlence, ‘and shall
content fnyself with showjgg. the appareni state of

Ancient and Modern Masonry in England at the

ﬁn_e of this present writing, 7. ¢ 1778,

&
But let us first consider, that although the laws

® do not expressly protect Free and Accepted Ma-

sonry, are Freemasons nor any other
pos ot ‘Chearful society prohibited °

\,
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thereby. This lenitghas given birth to a great
number of what may ,,'éalled tipplin qlu.bs‘or 80~
cieties i London, whose chief p’rac&é-consists in
eating, ?lnking,.singiﬁg, smoaking, &c.

Several of those' clubs or societies have, in
‘imitation ¢ called their club by
~ the name o presidents by the title *#

of Grand Master, or Noble Grand.

Hence the meanest club think they have 3
right to the freedom of communication among them-
selves equal to any unchartered society, though com-

posed of tl‘most respectable persons. Nor is the

custom or constitution of. the country unfavourable #
to this opinion.

And whereas a great number of those clubs or
societies, without Scripture or law to recommend
em, have existed “and multiplied for several years
past, no wonder Freemasonry should meet wi
éncourag‘ent, as being the only society in the
universe which unites men of all professions believ-

ing in the Almighty Creator of all things, in one «

sacred band. And at thg same time carrying, in
jtself, evident marks. of ity being no&f;nly coefil

#
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with the Scnptures, but in all probabxhtv prior

thereto. ‘ .

Yet after all this, strange as it may appear, we
have no true history of the origin of Freemasoary in
this or any other ffngdom. in' Enrope, whatever
people may pretend to. ;

I conceive this defect is owing to the bigotry-
and superstition of former times, when Freemasons
were supposed to have a power of raising the devil,
and with him tempestuous storms, &c. and conse-
quently were forbidden by the clergy to use the

® black art, as it was often called.
. ®
' Tn such cases, it was.natural, prudent, and ne-
cessary for the brethren to conceal their knowledge
and meetings. And that this was the case about
Qree hundred and fifty years ago, will clearly ap-
pear by reading the great philosopher Locke’s letter
% and copy of an old manuscript in the Bodleian ll-
brary, which letter and copy are annexgg.

From what has been said it is evident that all
uncbqrterq.d societies in England are upo‘equal foot-
‘jng in respect to the legality of association,

. o

*
-
2
ol
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Tni this we are to view the Fraternities of An-
cient and Modern Freemasons, w re now be-
come thetwo greatest communitid i ll universe :
The fAncients, under the name of Free and
Accepted Masons, according to the old Institutions :
the Moderns, under the nalll of Freemasons of
Engﬁfﬂ And though under similar dénomina:
tions, yet they differ exceedingly in makings, cere-
1honies, ' knowledge, masonic language, and instal-
lations; so much that they always have been, and
still continue to be two distinct societies, totally

: mdependent of each other.

‘TheModerns have an undoubted right to choose
a chief from amoﬁﬁ thems‘es accordingly they

have chosen His ‘Grace the Most Noble Duke of )

Manchester to be their Grand Master, and have
all the appearance of a Grand Lodge. With equal
right the Ancients have unanimously chosen @
their Grand Master His Grace the most Noble Duke
of Atholl, an Ancient Masbn, and Past Master of a
regular Lodge, and then Grand- Master elect for
Scotland ; His Grace was personally installed in a
general Grand Lodge, at the Half-Moon Tavern,
CheapsideffLondon, in the presence, and with thé
concurrghce and assistance of His Grace the Most

¥

y!
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Noble Duke of Leinster, Grand Master of Ireland®
and the Honourable Sir James Adolphus Oughton,
Gratid Master of Seotland ; with several others of the
most eminent Brethren in the three Kingdoms,
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"PR'I’N"'CiPLES OF MASONRY

EXPLAINED
- In a Letter j%mftlze lcarned Mr. JOHN Locke, to
the Right Hon. Tuomas, EarL of PEMBROKE,
_with an old :.Manu.ﬁcript, in which the Principles
of Masonry are eaplained.

= . R ' ].\Iay 6, 16960

MY LORD,

I navE at léngth by the help of Mr. Collins,

procured a copy of that manuscript in the Bodleian

Library, which you were so curiods to see: and, in
obedience to your Lordship’s commands, 1 herewith
send it to you. Most of the notes annexed to it are
what I made yesterday for the reading of my Lady
Masnam*, who is become so fond of Masonry, as

»

* This letler séems to- have been written at Qates, the
country seat of Sir Francis Masham, in Essex, where Mr. Locke
died Oct. 28, 1704, in the 73d year of his age.

- . N
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t6 say, that she now more than ever wishes her-.
self a man, that she mlght be capable of admissiori -
inté the fratemnty ‘

_'The manuseript of which this is a copy, ap-
pears to be about a hundred and 'sixty years old ;
yet as your Lordshlp will observe by the title, it is
ltseﬁ: a copy of one yet more anciegg by about one
hundred years; for the ongmal is said to have been
the hand-writing of King Henry VI: where that
prince had it, is at present an uncertainty ; but it
seems to me to be an examination (taken, perhaps,
before the king) of some one of the brotherhood of
Masons ; among whom he entered himself, as it is
said, when he came out of his minority, and thence-
forth put astop to the persecution that had been
raised against them: _b,ut I must mnot detain your
Lordship longe® by my prefaces from the thing.

itself.

I know not what effect the sight of this old pa-

.per may have upon your Lordship; but, for my
"own part, I cannot deny, that it has so ffiuch raised
tﬁy curiosity, as to induce me to enter myself into

the Fraternity, which I am determined to (if I may
F .

®
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be admitted) the uext time L go to London, and
. that: will ke shoitly. .
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v Aus, It beeth the skylie of Nature the under-
stondynge of the myghte that ys Aereynne, and its
sondrye werckynges ; . sonderlyche, the skylle of
rectenyngs, of waightes, and metynges, and. the
treu manere of fagonnynge al thyngés for mannes

, ‘headlye, dwellyngs, and-~buyllyugs. of alle
kindes, and ial odber thynges ‘that.mlake. gude to
Bwnpe: . ooy L it

Qm:&t. Where dyd ytt begyne’ .

“Ans. Yt dyd begynne with. the (4). fiyrste
meme yn the Este; which were befove. the: (3)
ﬂ‘yrste menne of the Weste, and comynge wesﬂye,

. yit. hithe broughte herwyth alle .comfortes_ to the
wylde and comfortlesse. :

Quest. Whe dyd brynge ytt westlye 3
: 47;._9. The (6) Venetnans, whoo beynge grate

(0, 5) Fyme menne ya the Ectc. .-T-lt should;seem by
this that Masous pelieve there were men in the East before Adam,
whe is called tue fFyrste monne of the Weate,; and that arts and
- clences biegan in the East. - Somve authors, of: great:mote for
leamihg, have been of the same opinion; aad it is certain that
Europe and Afriea (which in respect to Asia may be called wes-
tern countries) were wild and savage, long after.arts and polite-
ness of manners were in great perfection in China and the Indies.

(6) The Venetians, &c.—1In the timesof Mopkish ignorance

|
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merchaundes, comed fiyrste firomme the Este ynn
Venetia, ffor the commodytye of marchaundysynge
beithe Este and. Weste,'bey the redde and Myddla«
loride sees. . . ...

Quest. How cdmede ytt.yn-Engelonde? .- .
<t Ags. - Peter: Gower:(7) a'Grecian, journeye
edde ffor kunnynge yn Egypt, and yn Syria, and

it is no wonder that the Phenicians should be ‘mi'staken for the
Wenetiaus. Or perhaps, if the people were not taken one for the
pther, similitude of spund might deceive the clerk who first took
ﬂown the examination. The Pheenicians were the greatest
'mydgcrs among the Ancients, and were in Europe thought to be
the inventors of letters, which perhaps they brought from thg ;
East with other arts.

(7) Peter Gower.—This must be another mistake of the
writer ; I was'puzaléd at first to.guess who, Peter Gower should
be, the name bemg perfectly Engush or how a Greek should
come by such a name’; but as soon as I thought of Pythagoras, I
could scarce forbear smnlmg to find that Philosopher had undeér-
gotie a metempsychosis he never dreamnt of. We need only con-
éider the French prokiunciation of his hame Pithagoie (thatis,

- Petagore) to condeive how. easy such-a mistake might be- made
by an unlearned clerk. That Pythagoras travelled for knowledge
into Egypt, &e.- is known to all the learned, and that he was
initiated into_ several different orders of priests, who in those days
kept all 'thel'flearmng secret from the vulgar, is as well known.
Pythagoras also made every geometrical theorem a secrel ; and
admitted only such to the knowledge of them, as had first under-
gone a five years’ silence, He is supposed to be the inventor of
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o ‘everyche:Jonde whereas. theVehetiams "hadde
plauntedde - Magonrye wynnynge entrance yn-al
Liodges of Magennes; the lerned muche, amd retour-
neddes. and woned'yn; Grecia Mbgna (8) wachsynae,
-and . becommynge a dnyglitye.!(9) - Wyseacre; and
gratelyche ‘renownedy and her.he framedid grate
Lodge . at Grotadi!(10) and maked - many Magonnes;,
some cwhéreoffe: idyd:: journeye. . yr> Frautive; .and
maked many: Magonnes; wherefromame, “yni prodese _

f

of tyme, t'he arte; passed yn Edglonde.

. 4t ieeam ¢ Aot
.!. UL AN OES JR05 18 AP OO ST U DN SN

TP Pt N'“)'*;;x’i

) the XLVII Proposition of the ﬁrst book of \Euglid.; for which
in the joy of his heart, it is said he sacrificed a Hecatomb He
also kpew the true systenr of thre world; lately'revived by Coper-
- micus ; and was cerlainly a,most wonderful man.. See his life. by
.Dion. Hal.

(8) Grecia- Magna.—A part of Ttaly formerly-so called in
which the Greeks had settled a large colony. .

(9) Wyseacre.—This word, at present, signifies simpleton,
but formerly bad a quite contrary meaning. Weisagor, .in the
old Sazon, is p/ulosopher, wise man, or wxzard and having beeg
frequently used ironically, atlength came to have a direct mean-
ing in the ironical sense. Thus, Duus Scotus, a man famed for
the subtilty and acuteness of his understanding » has, by thesame
method of irony, givena general name to modern dugces,

(10) Greoton. -—Groton is the name of a place in England,
The place here meant is Crofona, a city of Grecia Magna, which,
in the lime of Pythagoras was very populous.
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- Ruest. Bothe: Maqcmnes désocer “here Art:el
imto odbers? ;. ... L L '
1ue ARgan Pdﬁr becr, whenne he journedde to
lernne, was ffyrste (1'}) made, and annone techedde s
brenpe soe shilde 9ll-odhers be yn recht. .Netheless
.{12). Mdconnes hauthe alweys yw: everyche tyme
from tymhé totyméeommbnycatetde to Manukyrde
boche-of ier. scerettes as:gengrallyohe inyghte be use.
_ fulle ; they haueth kepedbaeke soch® a/lgin as shulde
be harmefulle yff thdy eommed yn enytle baundes,
~ oder soche as ne myghte be kolpynge wythouten the
- techynges 1o be "jo}"rTéaHé" herwythe in the -I'.odgé',
. édér soehe as do bytide the Fré’rcs inore strongelyché
togederx bey the proﬁ"ytte, and commodytye com-~
yhge to the Confrerie hetfromme, - - -

. Questéi Whattes Artes haueth the Magonnes
techedde mankynde?

T

€11) Fyrste made.=—The word made 1 sappose has a patti-
eitfar meaning among the Masons, perhaps it siguifies iuitiated,

- (12) Magonties hauthe communycatedde, &¢.—This parae-
graph hath something remarkable in if. It contains a justifica-
tion of the secrecy so mucli boasted of by Masons, and so much
blamed by others ; dsseltmgthat they have'in all ages discovered
such things s wight be uselul, and tliat they conceal such only
as would be hurtful either to the world ‘or themselves, What.
these secrets are, we see afterivards, ' ’
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- Ans. The arts, (13) 'AbRIOULMRA, ARCHI-
TECTURA, ASTRONOMIA, GEOMETRIA, NUMERES;.
Musica, Paesie, Kymistrye, GOVERNMENTE, and
RexveYonE.

! ; l

Quest. - Howe commethe Magonnes more-
teachers than odher menne.

Aus. They hemselfe haueth allem the (14)
Arte of fyndyng eneue artes, whyche arte the fiyrste
Maconnes receaued from Godde; by the whyche
arte they fyndethe whatte artes kem: plesethe, and
the true way of teehyinge the same. "Whatt odher’
" Menne doethe ffynde out, ys anelyche bey chance,
and herfore but lytel I tro.

(18) The Arts, Agriculture, &c.—It seems a bold preteace’
this, of the Masons, that they have taught mankind ail these arts.:
They bave their own authority for it; and I keow not how-
we shall disprove them. But what appears most odd is, that
they reckon rehgmn among the arts.

(14) Arte of fFynding new Artes.~’l“he art of inventing
arts, must cedtginly be a most useful art. My Lord Bacon's:
Novum -Orgenum is an attempt towards somewhat of the same -
kind. But 1 much doubt, that if ever the Masons had it, they-
have now lost it; since so few new arts have been lately invented,
and so many are wanted. The idec I have of such anart is, that
it must be something proper to be applied in all the sciences ge-
nerally as Algebra is in numbers, by the help of which, new
rules of arithmetic are and may be found.
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Quest. Whatt déthe the Magonn‘es “concele
and hyde? ‘
Ans. Thay conceletheithe arte of ﬁ'yndynge'
neue artes, and thatys for here owne proffytte, and
(15) preise : they concelethe the arte of kepynge (16)
secrettes, that soe the worlde mayeth nothinge con-
cele from them. Thay concelethe the art of /Vun-
derwerckynge, and of fore sayinge thynges to comme,
that soe thay :same artes may not be usedde of the
wyckedde to an euylle ende; thay also coneelethe
the (17) ayte of chauuges, the wey of wynnynge the
Facultye (18) of Abrac, the skylle of becom-

o

(15) Preise.—It seems the Masons have a great regard to
the reputation as well as the profit of their Order; since they
make it one reason for not divulging an art in common, that it
do honour to the professors of it. I think in this particular they
shew too inuch regard for their own seciety, and two httle for the
rest of Menkind. '

. . 1 .
(16) Arte of kepynge secrettes.—~What kind of art tilis is, |
can by no means imagine. But certainly such an art the Masons
must have; for though, as some people suppose, they should
have no secret at all; even that must be a secret which being.-
discovered would expose them to the highest ridicule; and there-
fore it requires the utmost caution to: conceal it. :

(17)) Arte of chaunges—1I know not what this means, un- \
less it be the transmutation of metals. .

(18) Facultye of Abrac—Here I am utterlj in the dark.

!
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longage of Magconnes. (19)

ON MASONRY. - xhi.

‘mynge gude and parfyghte wythouten the hol-

Ppynges of fere and hope; and the universelle

(19) Universalle longage of Magonnes.—An universal lan-

gunge has been much desired by the learned of manyages. s
a thing rather to be wished than hgped for. But it seems the
Masons pretend to have such a thing smong them. If it be
true, I guess it must be something like the language of Panto-
mimes among the ancient Romans, who are sail to be able, by
signsonly, to express and deliver any oration intelligibly to men
of all nations and languages. - A man who has all these arts and
-adrantages, is certainly to be envied : but we are told that this
is not the case with all Masons ; for though these arts are among
them, aud all have a right and an opportunity to know them,
yet some want capacity, an:l others industry to acquire them®,
However, of all their arts and secrets, that which I most desire:
to know is, The skylle of becommynge gude und parfyghte.; and I
wish it were communicated to all mankind, since there is nothing
mote true than the beautiful sentence contained in the last
auswer; that  the better men are, the more they love one
another.” - Virtve having in itself something so amiable as to
charm the hearts of all that behold it. '

-® In the queries relative to Ancient and, Modern- Masonry (page
xviii) the Author of Ahiman Rezon has stated, that he conld convey his
mind to an Aucient Mason in the presence of a Modern Mason, without
the latter knowing whether either of them were Masons. He further
asserted that he was able, with a few masonic implements (i. e,) two
s?uares and a commmon gavil or hammer, to convey any word or sentence
of his own, or the immediate dictatious of a stranger, to a skiltul or intelli-
gent Freemason of the Ancient Order, without speaking, writiug,for noise 5
aud that to any distance where the parties can see each other, and at the
same time be able to distinguish squares from citcles. But, as Mr. Locke
observed, this is not the case with all Masons (there were no Modern Ma-
sons in his time): few of them are acquainted with this secret, The
writer of this note had known it upwards of forty years and never taught
it to more than six persons, of which number onr late very worthy Deputy
Grand Master William Dickey Esq. was oue.
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© Quest. Wylle he teche me thay same artes?
Ans. Ye shalle be techede yﬁ' yex be 'werthye
and able to lerne. Co :

. Quest. Dothe alle Magonnes kunne more then
odher menne ? :

* Ans. Not so. 'l'hey onlyche haueth recht,
and oceasyonne more than odher -menne to kunne,.
butt many doeth fale yn capacity, and many more
doth want industrye, thatt ys Dpernecessarye for the
ganynge all kusminge. |

Quest. Are. Maconnes gudder menne then
odhers ? » . . .
' Ans. Some Maconnes are nott 'so vertuous as
some odher menn ; but . yn the moste parte thcy'
be more gude t‘han they woulde be yf thay war mot

Maconnes

Quest.  Dothe ’\Iéconn'es fove eidther odher
myghtyly as beeth sayde ? P .
Ans. Yea verylyche, and yt may not od-
herwyse be; for gude menne, and true, kunninge
eidher odher to be soche, doeth always love the!
more as they be more gude. - '

[ Here endethe the questyonnes and awnsweres.],



A GLOSSARY

To e.rplam tha Wordq Jmuted in talic Characlcrq.

Commodytye, conveniency
Confrerie, Fraternity
Fagonnynge, formimg'

Fokesayinge, prophecying -

Freres, Brethren
Headlye, chiefly .

Hem plesethe, they pIease -

Hemselfe, themselves’
Her, there, their
Hereyune, therein
Herwyth, with it
Holpynge, beneficial
Kunne, know

Kunnynge, knowledge
Make gudde, are beneficial
Metynges, measures
Mete, may

Myghte, power

B Ly, i rem—— AT )
Allien, only o Occasymine, op;ioxtumty o
APweys, always -~ ' . Odhker; ori . v i
Beithe, both _ Onelyche, only

Pernecessarye, absolutely ne-
cessary

- Preise, honour

Reokt, right -
Reckenyngés, numbers
Sonderlyche, particularly
Skylle, knowledge

* Wacksynge, growing

Werck, eperation
Wey, way
Whereas, were
Woned, dwelt

: Wunderwerckynge, working

' miracles

Wylde, savage
Wynnynge, gaming
Wyseacre, learned

' Myddlelonde, Mediterranean Ynng into
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The foregoing dialogue possesses a  more than
common interest, from the ﬁﬁqus claims it has to
our especial regard : first for its antiquity ; secondly
for the addition' made to it in‘the notes by Mr.
Locke ; and thirdly, by reason of the various ene-
mies, by whom the Order has been reviled, haviog
never thought proper to attack the principles therein

)

laid down. s
] . P

‘

The conjecture of ‘the learned annotator, con-
cerning its bei‘ng an examination of oné of the
’ Fratemify of Masons, taken before King Henry; is
accurate. The severe edict passcd at that time
against the society, and the discouragement given
to the Masons by the bishop of Winchester and his
party, induced that Prince, in his' riper years, to
make a strict scrutiny into the nature of the ma-
sonic institution; which was attendéd with the
happy circumstance of gaining his favour, and pa-
tronage. Had not the civil commotions in the king-
don, during his reign, attracted the uotice of go-
vernment, this act’ would probably have beer re-
pealed, through the intercession of the Duke of
Gloucester, whose attachment to tbe Fraternity wus

conspicuous.
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Those ‘who in different publications have ens
deavoured ' to raise’ ‘objections against Masonry,
“are ‘completely refuted by the answers to the three
last questions in the foregoing manuscript. . The
excellency ‘of the institution is clearly -‘manifest;
and every censure against it, ‘on account of.the
irregularity of ‘its members, is totally removed:
Should any ‘one whose character will not bear in-
vestigation, inadvertently be admitted,. our. entea-
vour - is- then to: reform him; and by being intro.
duced into our Fraternity, he is more likely to
become a better subject, a ‘more valuable man,
and a more useful mémber to society at large,
than if he had not been initiated. It ‘has been
justly remarked, that ¢ Those of our Society who
*“ may be pointed  out as exceptions, in compa-
“ rison of the general mass, no more affect the
“ high estimation or intrinsic worth of Masonry,
“ than specks can' tarnish the lustre of the sun,
“ or hypocrites degrade the religion of a sincere
¢ professor.” ’

But it is scarcely necessary to call the
Reader’s particular attention to Mr. Locke’s valu-
able remarks upon this curious piece of antiquity :
the opinions of so great a Philosopher will at all
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times secure .to themselves that interest whickt they

so justly merit. We find by his letter to the Eafl

of Pembroke, introddcing the subject, that he
was not at that time a Member of, the Suciety ; it
caniiot therefore be suspected thdt his sentiments

were prejudiced ov.his' mutives interested 1- his comw

Prehensive. and enlightened mind cauld net feil to
ebserve the value -and importdnce of -the system

which he endeavouted to illustrate ; and he inimer

diately . became 'desirous. .of entering. himself inte
the Fraternity. -Thisis no less.a proof. of his won-
derful cajpacity ocnd. intuitiye acuteness of intellect,
than it is a- compliment to the Ovrder itself; and it

mmnsl ever continue to be a convincing evidence of
the truth of our doctrines«~—the most eonvineing
that the uninitiated can possibly have. How grati-

fyiog must i be. to the Brotherhood, to reflect that

the high opinion Mr. Locke had formed of Ma.. -
sonry, was not disappointed after his admission
amongst us ! :



EXTRACTS FROM THE RESOLUTIONS
o oworat -
GRAND LODGES

' ENGLAND, IRELAND, axb SCOTLAND,
4ta GrAND Lok of the Most Ancient and Homourable

Fraternity of Free and ‘décepted Masonsy the Hualf~Moon
Tavern, Cheapside, LoNDoN, Sept. 2, 1772. - -

Tag Most Npsre JOHN DUKE or ATH(")I.L,‘an,n MASTER,

LAURENCE DERMOTT, ESQ. DEPUTY GRAND MASTER, in the Chair. |

Al

~ Heard a letter from Brother Thomas Corker,
Deputy Grand Secretary of Ireland, addressed to
Laurence Dermott, Esq. as Deputy Grand Master
of this Graﬁd Lodge ; setting forth the state of the
Craft in that kiﬁgdom,'andl other masonic informa<
tion : having taken the same into - consideration,

Resolved, * That it is the opinion of the Grand
 Lodge, that a Brotherly connexion and corres-
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“ pondence with the Right Worshipful Grand
“ Lodge of Ireland, have heen, and will always be

“ found, productive of honour and advantage o

“ the Craft in both kingdoms.”

Ordered, * That the Grand Secretary shall trans-

“ mit the names of the Officers of this Grand
“ Lodge to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
¢ Ireland yearly, or as often as any new choice
“ is made, together with such informations as
“ may tend to the honour and interest of the
¢ Ancient Craft: And that all such informations,
“ or correspondence, shall be conveyed in the
“ most respectful terms, such as may suit the

' “ honour and dignity“of both Grand Lodges.”

 That no Mason Wﬁo has been made under the
. ““sanction of the Grand Lodge of Ireland shall

“ be admitted a member, nor partake of the ge-
“ neral fund of charity, without having first
« produced a certificate of his good behaviour
“ from the Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
“ Ireland ; but, upon producing sqch cértif;-‘.
 cate, he shall receive all the honours due to
“a faithful Brother of the same household with"

¢ ourselves.”
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It was further Resolved and Ordered, ¢ That a
“ correspondence be opened by this Grand
« Lodge, with the Grand Lodge of Scotland;
“ cémmunicating similar Resolutions to those
“ for the Grand Lodge of Ireland.”

E————]

GRrAND Lopce of the Most Ancient and f[onourabi_e Fra«
ternity of Free and Accepted Masons, DunLtN, Nov. 5,
1772.

/

- The Right Honourable WILLIAM LORD VISCOUNT DUNLUCE,
' GRAND MASTER, . -

ARCHIBALD RICHARDSON, ESQ. DEPUTY GRAND MASTER,
in the Chair. :

Received and read the Resolutions of the Grand
Lodge of England, transmitted by their Grand Se-
eretary, Brother William Dickey, and, having
taken the same into eonsideration, came to the fol-
lowing Resolutions:

Resolved, “ That this Grand Lodge do entirely

‘ agree with the Grand Lodge of Englahd, that

“ a Brotherly connexion and correspondence,

‘ between the Grand Lodge of England, ‘and .

 the Grand Lodge of Ireland, have been, and
H
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“ will be, found p}oductive of honour and ad-
. vantage to the Craft in both kmgdoms.
Ordered, < That the Grand Secretary shall conti-
- % nue to transmit, from time to time, the par-
“ ticular accurrences of the Grand Lodge to the
¢ Grand Secretary of England ; and that here-
“ after no English Mason shall be considered
“« worthy of our charity, without producing a
¢ certificate from the Grand Lodge of England ;
¢ and, that we shall always consider such Bre-
“ thren as may be recommended to us from the
“ Grand Lodge of England, equally objects of
“ our attention with those of the Fraternity in
" % Ireland : Nor can the Grand Lodge of Ireland
. - omit this- opportunity of testifying their high
“sense of the honour they have received in this
- “invitation of a mutual and friendly inter-
. % course, which they shall study to preserve and
‘¢ strengthen by every act of good offices and
#¢ Brotherly Love.”

" (ByOrder)  Fiepine Ovep, Jun.
I ' ' " Grand Secretary.
To the Most Nable Prince John

Duke of Alhoil Graud Mauster
of England.
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Graxp Looce of the Most Ancient and Honourable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons in Scotland,
held in the City of EpiNBURGH, Nov. 30, 1772.

The Rt Hon. and Most Worshipful PATRICK EARL or DUMFRIES,
. . GRAND MASTER.

The Rt Hon. and Most Worshipful GEORGE EARL or DALHOUSIE,
late GRAND MASTER, in the Chuir.

It was reported to the Brethren, that the Grand
Lodge of En‘gland, according to the old Institutions,
had, on the 2d of September last, passed a Resolu-
tion and Order, relative to a constant correspon-
dence betwixt them and the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land, a copy of which had been lately transmitted
by their Secretary, along with a letter containing
the names of their officers, to the Secretary of this
Grand quge-

. The Resolution, and letter being read, the
Grand Lodge were of opinion, that the brotherly
intercourse and correspondence, which the Right
Worshipful the Grand Lodge of England were de-
sirous to establish, would be serviceable to both
Grand Lodges, and productive of honour and ad-
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vautage to the Fraternity in general, and in order

to promote this béneficial purpose :

Ordered, *“ That the Grand Secretary do transmit

“ to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Eng-
“ land, the names of the Officers of the Grand
“ Lodge .of Scotland, elected this day; and
“ shall henceforth transmit the names of the

~ “ Grand Officers yearly, or as often as any new

“ change is made; and shall lay such. letters,
‘¢ orders, or informations, as he may, from time

' “to time, receive from the Grand Lodge of

‘“ England, before the Grand Lodge, their

- ¢ Quarterly Comnunications, or standing Com-

- ¢ mittee: And also shall transmit such infor-

" ¢ mations as may tend- to the honour and ad-

“ vantage of the Craft, according as he shall be

¢ by them directed; and that he assures the

“ Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of England,

¢ in the most respectful Manner, the desire the

-« Grand Lodge of Scotland have to eultivate a
¢ connexion with them, by a regular corres-
¢ pondence for the interest of the Ancient Craft,
-+ guitable to the honour and dlgmty of both
+ ¢ Grand- Lodges



OF THE €RAND' LODGES. - liit
Ordered, * That no Mason made under the sanc-
« tion of the Grind Lodge of England, accord-
~ “ing to the ald institutions; ‘shall be admitted
"‘»Va niember of the Grand Lodge of - Scotland,
“ nor partake of the general charity, without
“ having first produceda certificate of his good
“ character from the Secretary of the Grand
“ Lodge of England; but upon producing such
“ certificate, he shall receive all the honours and
“ bounty due to a faithful brother of the same
‘ household with us.”
By Order of the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
. ALex. M‘Dougat,
B ' Grand Secretary.

To the Right Worshipful the
Grand Lodge of England.

C——

Upon this compact, and unalterable bond of
union, the united Grand Lodges have continued to
reciprocate the most friendly communications of
masonic intercourse, true benevolence, and kind
offices of philanthrophy and brotherly affection.
From that time to the present day, the Resolutions

have been constantly acted upon. To these may be
added, that we are joined by the same friendly
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counesjons with a]l the Grand Lodges of America,
and the East and West Indies, which:have ever
subsisted amongst us. And jt. may besaid, that the
(_jrder of Ancient Masonry is .mow established to
an extent of communication far exceeding ;my»thihg
it has ever before ‘attained. :May the eternal Ar-
chitect of the Universe. preserve the edifice entire to
the latest posterity ! o
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BEFORE we enter into the causeé or motives ‘of
the first institution of Freemasonry, it is necessary,
in some measure, to show the eXCelléncy of secrecy,
and with what great care it is to be kept.

" One of the principal ‘parts that makesa man
be deeméd wise, is his intelligent strength and abi-
lity to cover .and conceal such honest secrets a.s are
committed to him, as well as his own serious affairs.
Whoever peruses history, both sacred and profane,
will find a great number of virtuous attempts, in
peace and war, that never reached their designed
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ends, for want of union and secrecy ; and infinite

- evils have thereby ensued. " But before all other

examples, let us consider that which excels all the
vest, derived even from God himself, who so espe-
cially preserves his own &ecrets to himself, never
letting any man know what should happen on the
morrow ; nor could the wise men in agés past de-
vine what would befal us in .this.age ; whereby we
may readlly dnscern that God himself is well pleased
with secrecy. And although, for man’s good, the
Almighty has been pleased to reveal some things,
yet it is impossible at any time to change or alter
his determination; in regard whereof, the reverend

‘wise men of ancient times, evermore affected to per-

from their intentions secretly.

We read that Cato, the Censor, often said to
his friends, that of three things he had good reason
to repent, if ever he negelcted the true performance
of them; the first, if ever he divulged any secret ;

“ the second, if he adventured on the water when he

might stay on dry land ; and thirdly, if he should
let any day negligently escape him without doing

.some good action. The two latter are well worthy

of observation, but the first more immediately con-
eerns our present undertaking.—Alexander having

P SO0 L USROS *< I S P
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received divers letters, of great importance from his

mother, after he had read them, in the presence of
none but his dear friend Hephestion and himself,
drew forth his signet which sealed his most private
Jetters, and without speaking. set it upon Hephes-
tion's lips, intimating thereby, that he, in whose

"bosom a man buries his secrets, should have his lips

closed from revealiog them.

Awong the rest, it may not be disagreeable to
the Reader to peruse the following story, as told by
Aulus Gellius in his Attic Nights, and by Macro-
bius ip his Saturnals. .

The Senators of Rome had ordained that, du-
ring their consultations in the Senate House, each
Senator who had a Sou should be permitted to bring
him with him, wha was to depart if occasion re-,
quired ; but this favour was not general, being re-
stricted only to Noblemen's Sons, who were tutored
from their infancy in the virtue of secrecy, and
thereby qualified in their riper years to discharge
the most important offices of Government with fide-
lity and wisdom. About this time, it happened
that the Senators met. on a very ‘important case,
and the affair requiring very mature deliberation,

I
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they were detained longer than usual in the Sénate
House, and the conclusion of their determinations
adjournéd' to the followihg'day; each member en-
‘gaging, in the mean time, to keep secret the tran-
“sactions of the Meeting. Amono other Noblemen's
sons who had attended on the occasxon, was the son
‘of the grave Papyrus‘; a family of great renown and
splendour. The young:Papyrus was no less remark-
able for his gemus, than forrghe prudence of his
deportment. On his returm home, his mother,
anxious to know what important case had been
debated in the Senate oni'that ‘day; which had de-
tained the Senators so long beyond the usual hour,
entreated him to relate the particulars. The noble
and virtuous youith told her it was a business not in
his power to reveal, he being solemnly enjoihed to
‘silerice;  On'hearing ‘this, her rmport'umtles were
miore earnest and her enquiries' ‘more minute. In-
'telhvence shie must havé; all evasions were vain.
:By fair speeches aid entreaties, with liberal pro-
‘mises she endeavoured to break open the little casket
of secrecy: but thiese means. provmg meﬁ'ectual she
adopted rlgorous measures, and had recourse to
violent threats ; firmly persuaded that force would
" extort what lénity could not'effect.

|

—

e ——
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The noble youth, finding his mother’s threats
to be very harsh, but her stripes more severe ; com-
paring his love to her as his mother, with the duty
he owed to his father; the one mighty, but the
other impulsive ; lays her and her fond conceit in
one scale ; his father, his own honour, and the s0-
lemn injunctions to secrecy, in the other; and
finding the latter greatly preponderate, whetting
his tender wit upon the sandy stone of her edging
importunity, to appease her and preserve his own
honour by remaining faithful, he thus resolved
her:

*

“ Madam, and dear mother, you may well
blame the Senate for their long sitting, at least for
presuming to call in question a case so truly imper-
tinent; except the wives of the senators be admitted
to consult on it, there can be no hope of a conclu-
sion. I speak this only from my own opinion; I
-know their gravity may easily confound my juvenile
apprehensions ; yet, whether nature or duty in-
structs metodo sol cannot tell. It seems necessary
to them, for the increase of people, and the public
good, that every Senator should be allowed two
wives; or otherwise, their wives two husbands. I
shall hardly incline, under one roof, to call two

‘.‘j
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men by the name of fither: I had rather, with'
cheerfulness salute’ two women by the name -of
mother. This is the questlon, Madam, and to-
morrow it is to- be determmed ?

His mother hearing this, and he seeming un-
willing to reveal it, she took ‘it for au infallible ‘
truth. Her blood was quickly fired, and rage en-
" sued. Without enquiring farther into the merits of
the case, she quickly dispatched messengers to all
ths other ladies and- matrons of Rome, to acquaint
them of this weighty affair now under deliberation
in the Senate, in which the peace and welfare of
their whole lives were so nearly concerned. The
mielancholy news soon spread a general alarm, and
a thousand conjectures were formed. The ladies
being resolved to give their assistance in the decision
of this ‘weighty point, immediately assembled.
Headed' by young Papyrus’s mother, on the next
morning they proceeded to the: Senate House.
Though it is remarked, that a parliament of women
are seldom governed by one speaker, yet the affaie
being urgent, the haste pertinent, and the case on
their behalfof the utmost consequence, the revealing
woman must speak for all the rest. It was agreed,
that she should insist on the necessity of the concur-
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rence of the ‘Senators’ wives to the determination of
a law, in which they were so particalarly interested.
When they came to the door of the Senate House,
such a noise was.made for admission to sit with
their husbands, in the grand consultation, that all
Rome seemed .to be in an uproar. " Their business,
however, must be known before.they could gain an
audience. This being complied with and their ad-
mission granted, sich an elaborate oratiori was made
by the female speaker on the occasion, in behalf of
her sex, as astonished the whole assembly.  She re-
‘quested that the matter might be seriously canvassed,
according to justice and equity ; and expressed the
determined resolution of all her - sisters, to oppose a
measure so unconstitutional, as that of permittinga
husband to have two wives, who could scarcely
please one. She proposed, in the name of -her sis-
ters, asthe most effectual way of peopling the state,
that if any alteration were made in the established
custom of Rome, women might be permitted to
have two husbands. The Senators were soon in-
-formed of Papyrus’s scheme to preserve his reputa-
tion, and the riddle being solved, the ladies were
greatly confounded, and departed with blushing
cheeks. The noblq youth who had thus proved
himself worthy of his trust, was highly commended
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for his fidelity ; but in order to avoid a like tumult
in future, it was resolved, that the custom of in-
troducing the sons of the senators, should be abo-
lished. Papyrus however, on account of his attach-
ment to his word, and his discreet policy, was ex-
cepted from this. .prohiBition, and ever afterwards
freely admitted into the Senate, where numerous
honours were bestowed upon him.

The faithful Anaxarchus (as related by Pliny,
in his seventh book, and twenty-third chapter), who
was imprisoned in order to force his secrets from
him, bit his tongue in the middle, and threw it in
the face of Nicocreon the tyrant. The Athenians
had a statue of brass, which they bowed to; the
figure was made without a tongue, thereby denoting
secrecy. The Egyptians, in like manner worshipped
Harpocrates, as the god of silence; for which he is
always depicted holding his finger on his mouth.
The Romans too, had a goddess of silence named
Angerona, which was represented as Harpocrates,
holding her finger on her mouth, in token of se-
crecy. Ience, linguam digito compesce.

‘I’he servants of Plancus are much commended,
because no torment could make them confess the

&4
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secret with which their master had intrusted them ;
with fortitude they encountered every pain,- and
strenuously supported their fidelity, till death put
‘a-period :to their sufferings. Likewise the servant
of Cato, the orator, was cruelly tormented, but
nothing could make him reveal the secrets of his
master. '

Quintus Curtius tells us; that the Persians held
it as an inviolable law to punish mest severely (and
much more than any other trespass) him that dis-
covered any secret; in confirmation therepf, we
read, that King Darius, being vanquished by Alex-
ander, had made his escape so far as to hide himself
where he thought he might rest secure ; no tortures
whatsoever, or liberal promise of recompence, could
prevail with. the faithful brethren that knew it, or
compel them to disclose it to any person; and far-
thermore says, that no man ought to commit any
matter of consequence to him that cannot truly keep
a secret.. -

. Lycurgus, the celebrated lawgiver, would have
“every man keep secret whatsoever was done or said.
For this reason, the Athenians were accustomed,
when they met at any feast, that the most ancient
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among them. should ' show every brother the
door at which they entered, intimating thereby:
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brother : furthertnore, he-that refraineth: his tongue
is wise; and he that keeps his tongue, keeps his
soul. .To.these may be added, the words of another
~ wise man, Eccleslastwus, chap. XXViT, 16th verse;
4 Whoso- dnscoveretb secrets losgs his (;redlt and
“ shall never find a‘friend to-his-mind. - Love thy
“ friend, and be faithful unto him: but \f thou be-
“ wrayest his secrets, follow no more after him : for
¢ gsa man hath destroyed his e_ti_emy,' so hast thou
_ ¢ Jost the love of ‘thjr neighbo@n, . As one that let-
“ teth a bird go out of his hand, 5o hast thou let thy
 neighbour go, and shalt not get him again. Fol-
“_low after him no more, for he is too far off:- he is
- % as a roe escaped out of a snare. As(for a wound, it -
“ may be bound up; and after reviling there may be
“ reconcilement: but he that beWm);eth secre‘t;s..is
“ without hope.”

‘Many other circumstances might be men-
tioned of the excellence of secrecy ; and we venture
to say, that the greatest honour, justice, truth, and
fidelity, always have been found amongst those whe
could keep their ,own and qthers’ secretg ; this is
prettily described by Horace, who says:

The man resolv’d and steady to his trust,
...~ Inflexible to ill, and obstinately just,
K



12 . CONSTITUTION

..." May the rude rabble’s insolence despite, : .- . ¢ -

other men in concealing their secrets, from time
immemorial ; which neither the power of” gold; that
has often betrayed kings aud princes, and some-
times overwhelmed-whole empires, nor’ the most
cruel punishments, could ever extort the secret
even from the‘weakest mémber of our Fraternity.

It will consequently be granted, that:the wel-
fare and good of mankind was' the cause ‘or' motive

N
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of 50 grand an mstltutlon as Fréem'asonry, which’
not only tends to protect i its members from external
injuries; -but topolish the rusty dwposxtwns of ini-
quitous minds, and 'keep them wnthln the bounds
of religion, morahty, and virtue; for suph ane the
precepts of the Royal Art, that if those! who have
* the honour of bemg members thereof would but live
-according to the true principles of the Ancient Craft,
every man who carefully listens to. the dl.ctates of ~
Teason, may arrive ‘at.a clear persuas;on of the Re-
cessity and beauty efvnrtUe, both publxc and prlvate,
and will of course approve their actions, and conse-
quently endeavour 4o follow their steps. _Although
wery few or none ‘of ‘the Brethren al‘nve to the sub-
limity and beautiful contrivance of Hiram Abif;
yetit is: generally submitted, that Freemasonry is
the most ‘moral, useful and extensiye soc;ety that
%has ever been . mstttuted and publickly encouraged
by any people or natlon m the known WOrld 4 he
following descnptlon of the ;’uoy;xl Art wlll demon-
strate its utnlxty to manklnd R

. Hail mighty ART! gracious g ift of heaven,
To aid mankind by our Creator glven,
"Twas you alone that gave the ark its form, .
Which sav’'d the faithful from impendin‘g‘ storm;
When sinful Cowans were grov'ling in the tide,’
The Mason’s ark triumphautly did ride”
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.- . By Masons’ Art aspmng domes appear, -

Where God is worshipped still in truth and fear:
- By Masons’ Art the gieedy miser’s breast,

(Tho’ iron-bound, much closer than his chest) s
Compassion feels, values not his store,
Aund freely gives what he ne’er thought befote :
By Masons’ Art the busy tongue doth fall
Before the throne, when awful silence
By Mason’s Art the wings of loose desire -
Are clipped short, preveifts their soaring higher ; -

. The vicious mind the aucient Craft restrain
From immodest bents, unlawful and profane

- By Musous' Art the puny foppish 4ss, '

" (Markiod’s disgrace, and:sport of ev’iylass)c . ... .
Soon qults hlsfolly, and more wiser grown,
Tooks oi himself as oné beforé unknown :

By Mison's Art the proutl ensigds of state, !

ﬂ(Ambmons nursery; and.ber lofty seat) ., .

Are deemed vain aud useless toys,
Preemdsons szé more solid joys. . ~

o0

- It may -pérhaps be contended, that-if Free-

‘wasoriry be. such.as.is here represente, the Bro:

therliood- mast certainly are the worthiest mieii
living ; aud yet; en the contrary, we sometimes 'see
base and' unworthy ‘men andongst: them : depend
upox it the fault i¢ pot in'the institution, byt in
themselves. . Fhey'have deviated from the princi-
ples of the Craft: they have swerved from theis
profession, and apghs bad Ma%uns, as they are!wien:
The greatest precantions -are uised to prevent the
agmission of unworthy characters; but if' froa
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want of proper mformatlonJ or from a too charitable

construction of mankmd in general such are in-

troduced, we deeply regret the mistake, anq use -

every proper method to remedy the evil.

Nothing c‘a@be more‘i"_mfair' or unjust, than to
depreciate 1or condemn any institution, good in
itself, on account of the faults of those who pretend

to adhere to it.” The abuse of a thing is no valid

objection to.its inherent goodness. Worthless cha-
racters are occasionally to be found in the best in-
stitutions upon earth. * If the.unworthiness of a
professor casts a reﬁ«_exion upon the profés'sio'n, it‘may

" be inferred by parity of reasoning, that the miscon-

duct of a Christian is an argument against Christi-

anity. Buf this is a conclusion which I presume no "

man will allow; and yet itiis no more than what he

must subscribe to, whois so unreasonable as to insist’

onthe other.” Noris it any evidence, that civil laws

and -political institutions are hurtful or unservice--
able, becauge there are corrupt. citizens and disor- -
derly members of a community, - In fine, the best
things may be abused : the bread of heaven grew -

corrupt. - when used” indiscreetly : the common

blessings of life are turned into curses, if misapplied,
It. must however-be acknowledged; that the: pri-

~—~——
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vileges of Masonry have of late become too com-
mon, and have often Been prostituted for unworthy:
considerations : hence their good effects have been
less conspicuous. - Some have enrolled their, names
in our records for the mere purpose of conviviality,
without inquiring into the nature of those engage-
ments, to which they are subjected by becoming
. Masons. Others have been’ prompied by motives
of interest, and many introduced to gratify an
idle curiosity. A general odium or at least a care-
less indifference must result from such a conduct.
When we contemplate the extent and number of
persons of which.the Fraternity cousists, and the
comparatively small. proportjon of .those, who are
thoroughly conversant in the principles of the in-
stitution, it is not to be wondered  that few should
be distinguished for exemplary conduct. It is to
be regretted, that there are persons, who being well
versed in the mystié art, are too often.induced to-
violate the rules, a pretended conformity to which
may have gained them some applause. If, however
some do transgress, no wise man will thereby argue.
against the institution, or rashly condemn the So-.
ciety in general for the errors of a few misguided
or.interested individuals. It may safely be averred,
that none but strangers to the Order, and unge-
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nérods enémies to good society will doubt what
(is here asserted. And for furthér satisfaction of
_those who have not the honour of being initiated
into the mystery, we beg leave to treat of the
principles of the Craft; which it is hoped will
meet with a just admiration, because they are
founded upon religion, morality, brotherly-love,
and good-fellowshlp :

"A Mason is ob]igéd by his tenure to believe
firmly in the true worship of the eternal God, s
well as in all thosé sacred records which the dignita-
ries and fathers of the Church have compiled and
published for the use of gaod men: so that ao one:
who rightly understands the Art, can possibly tread
‘in the irreligious path of the unhappy libertine, or
be induced to follow the arrogant -professors: of
Atheism or -Deism ; neither is he to be stﬁinéd"bf _
the gross errors of blind superstition, but may have
the liberty of embracing what faith he shall think
proper, provided at all times he pays a due reverenice
* to the Creator, and by the world deals with honout,
and honesty, ever making that golden precept the-
étanding rule of his actions, which ’engages, To do
wnto all men as he would they should do unto him >
for the Craft, instead of entering into idle and wni-

g 4
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| fecessary disputes concerning the diﬁ'erent opinions

and persuasions of men, admits into the Fraternity

all that are good and true ; whereby it hath brought

about the means of reconciliation amongst persons
who, without that assistance, would have remained

at perpetual distance. ’

‘Whoever would be a true Masof), is farther to
know, that by our privileges his obligations, as a
“subject and a citizen, will not be relaxed, but en<

' forced.” He must be a lover of peace, and obedient

to the Government which yields him protection. It
was never yet known, that a real Craftsman wis
concerned in any dark plot, designs, or contrivances
against the State, because the welfare of his country
is his great duty.

But as Masonry hath at several times felt the
injurious effects of war, bloodshed, and devastation,
it was a stronger engagement to the Craftsmen to
act agreeably to the rules of peace and loyalty,

* the many proofs of which had occasiotied the an.

- cient kings end powers to protect and: defend them.

If a Brother should so far forget his duty as

to rebel against the State, or trespass against the

laws of the country in which he lives, he would
L

.~ " »"l
&. /
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meet with no couatenance from his fellows ; nov
wonld they keep any private converse with. him
whesehy the government might have cause to bg
jealous, or have the least umhrage. ‘

A Masou, ‘in regard to himself, is camefully to
avoid intemperance or excess, which might obstruct
him inthe perfoimance of the' necessary duties of
his lqudahle profession, ar.lead hix info any crimes
which would reflect dishomopr upon the Osder.
He is to treat his inferiors as he would have his
superiors deal with him, wisely considering that the
origin of mankind is the same ; and though Masonry
divests no man of his honour, yet does the Craft
3dmit, that strictly to pursue the paths of virtue,
whereby a clear conscience may be.preserved, is' the
only method to make any man Justly mt)tled to the
pnv;leges of our. Order

A Masonisto be so far benevolent, as naver un-
kindly to shut his.ear to the complaints of wretched
poverty ; when any brother is’ oppressed by want,
he is in a peculiar manner to listen to his sufferings
with attention;; in consequence of which, pity must
flow fram his breast, and relief, withaut prejudice,
sccompany the feelings of the heart. .

h{ DRI s
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" A Maton is'to pay dué obediénée to' the autho-
rity of his Mastét and presiding offietts; and beliave
hiais]f meekly airiongst his bréthren; neithier ne-
glecting his usual octtpation for thesiké of compiny,
fn rovning from ene Lodge to another; nor quarrel
with the ignorarit; ‘for their riditulons aspersions
econcerning ¥%: but; at his leidure hours, he is re:
guired to stady thé arts and: séiencés with a diligent
mrind, that e may tiot onty performs his duty to his
Great Créator; bt -alio to'his néightbour and himsélf,
To watk humbly in- tive sight of G&, t6 dv justice,
4nd fove erey, -#ie the certalts dhardcteristics of o
real fréé and’ #écepted: Ancient: Miison: these qua-

lifications it is humbly to be hoped they will possess
tothe énd of time. The beinefits,: irising from a

strict- o Webvanee oftité prineiplés,- dre's8 apparedt;
that every good miam would':Be fond 8¢ profess aid

. practice “thet ; bettiuse those principles tend' to

promote’ the happineds of life, as- ﬁ]ey ‘are- founded

; . . SORYTO L
- -Iinitfie fivst: p‘a@é,‘ tﬁn"pﬁvilegés anditstructions;
when rightly considered, are not orily productive
of welfare on this side the grave: but, we hope, our

eternabhappmessherékftéh g
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The Craft is founded on so -solid a basis, that
it will never admit blasphemy, lewduess, swearing,
evil-plofting, or-controversy ; and though its Mem-
bers may not all be of the same opinion in matiers
of faith, yet they are ever in one mind in matters of
Masonry ; that is, to labour justly, net te eat any
man's Hr_ead for nought, but to the utmost of our
capacity to love.and serve each other, as brethren of
the sawe housebold ought to. do; wisely judging,
‘that it is as great an absurdity in ome man to quarrel
with another because he will not, bel_iev,e as be does,
as it would be in:him to be angry, because he was
not exactly of the same size and countenance. -

- To afford saccour to the distressed, to divide
our bread with.the industrious poos, and toput the
misguided traveller into his Wy, are the-fupda.
mental priociples and ljne of .conduct o be punsued
by the Craft.. To feed the bungry, to clathe the
naked, to visit those who are . in pujsow; ‘are dis-
tinguishing characteristics, that must convince the
world at large, that the. appellation of Burother
amengst Masons, -is not merely aname. :

These and similar bopafis, arisieg: o a.atrict
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ubservance of the principles of the Craft as nuimbers.
of brethren can daily testify, will be found not
only to equal, but to, excel every other society in
the universe. coeeir ol G
Hence it is obvious, we can-never be teo care<
ful, in the selection of Members;: as to a thwmgh
knowledge. of the. character and circumstances of &
candidate desirous of being initiated into the mys-
tery of Freemasonry. Upon this depends the wel-
fare or destruction of the Craft; for.as regularity,
virtue, and eoncord, ase the ouly ornaments- of hus
man nature (which is -too often prone to act in dif-
ferent g:apncities); so the happiness of life depends,
in a great measure, on our awn election, and a pru-
dent choice of those whom-we introduce as our eomn-
panions' Human society cannot subsist without
caneoed, and the maintenance of matnakgaod offices;
for, like the working of an arch, -it would fall ta
the ground, provided one piece did not properly
support another. Union and harmony constitute
the chief essence of our Order; while we continue
to act under that banner, Masonry must prosper,
sad private animositiés give place to hrotherly love
and good fellowship. '
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" In fordier ‘tirdés; every midh wis wot adiiiittéd
" into the Craht, merely at'his oWn requést, though
perbapeof a good snid nkeral réputation ; tior aMowed
to share the benefits of our ancient and noblé fnsti
tution, unless he was endowed with such skill in

" # Men- excluded fhbm their Lotlges for “thansgressing' the’
general lawe, whe, being deehed unwortliy of so- noble & society,
endeavour to make the rest of maukind believe that they, ara
good'and true, and bave full power and authority to make Free-
masons, when and: where they please. ‘These traders, thought
but few in number, associate together, and for any me«n con-
sideration admit any person to what little they know of the
Craft, Little, I say, for 1 honestly assure my readers, that no
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cen. neithier read nor: write; and when, by the
agsistance of Magonry, they.are admitted into the
company of theiv Superiors,, ifhey’ t6o: often - aét
beyond. their capacitiés ; and under. pretence ‘of
searching for knowledge,, fall  into glitteny or
driinkenness; aud ' thereby neglect their necessary
accupation, and injure their-families, who imagine
they have a just cause to: pour out all their invec-
tives against the whole body of Freemasons, with-
out considering or knowing that our constjtutions
and principles are quite opposite to such base pro-
teedings. Such men are totally unfit to be admit-
ted Freemasons, as they cannot fulfil many of the
duties of a Lodge, and if men are not'of fortune or
property, théy should be persons of science. Suéely
a person who canpet write his name,: can have no
pretence to suppase himself gualified to become a
member of -onr Order. -

Here -it inay be necessary to put in a word of
advice. to thoge who have an inclination to become
membegrs of this ancient and honourable Society.

man who rightly understands the Craft, can be so blind as
to trample upon its ancitqt land-marks; therefore all victuallers,
&c. ought to be very cautious of entertaining such, from whom
neither benefit nor credit can be expected, , See New Regu-
. lation VIIL S
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Every perso\n- desjrous of ‘being made a Free-
mason in any Lodge, . must be proposed by a mem-.
ber thereof, who shall give an account of the candi-
date’s name, age, title, trade or occupation, place
of residence, and description of his person; it is
also required that such proposal ‘be seconded by
one of the members, and. that it be made in

Lodge hours, at least one night before initiation ; -

in order that the Brethren may have sufficient time
and opportunity to make a strict enquiry into the .
morals, character, and circumstances of the Candi-
date; for this purpose, in most Lodges, a special
Committee is appointed. The Brother who pro<
poses a candidate must at the same time deposit
such a sum of money for him, as the rules or bye-
laws of the Lodge may require (not less than one
Crown, in some Lodgesa Guinea), which is forfeited
to the Lodge, if the candidate should not.come for-
ward according to the proposal. And if the Lodge
approve his person and character, and therefore ini-
tiate him into the mystery, he shall pay, in addi-
tion to his deposit, such farther sum as the laws of
the Lodge may require (not less than three Guineas),
and clothe thie Lodge if required. " But should the
Lodge not approve his character, and refuse to ad= -

_ mit him, then his Money shall be faithfully returned
to him.

!

k
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And it is farther ordered and declared that no
person is capable of becoming a member of our Or-
der, but such as are of mature age, upright in body
and limbs, free from bondage, have the senses of
a man, and are endowed with an estate, office, trade,
occupation, or some visible way of acquiring an
honest and reputable livelihood. This has been the
general custom of the Masons in all ages and na- .
tions, throughout the known world.

The next thing to be considered is the choice
of officers to rule and govern a Lodge, according to
the ancient and wholesome laws of our constitution ;
this is a matter of great concern, for the officers of
a Lodge are not only bound to advance and promote
the welfare of their own particular Lodge, but
whatever may tend to the good of the Fraternity in
general. Therefore no man ought to be put in such
election, but such as by his own skill and merit is
deemed worthy of performance: he must be well
acquainted with all the private and public rules and
orders of the Craft ; he ought to be strictly honest,
naturally humane, patient in injuries, discreet in
conversation, grave in counsel, constant in amity,
and above all, faithful in secrecy. * '

- *. A man hxay pussess all these good qualifications, and yet

M
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Such candidates well deserve to be chosen

rulers and governors of their respective Lodges, to

whom. the members are to be courteous and ‘obe-

dient, and from whom they may learn to despise the-

aver-covetous, impatient, contentious, presump-
tuous, arrogant and conceited prattlers, the bane of
all society. - .. )

Here we cannot forbear saying, that men whose
intentions are very honest, and without evil de-
sign, commit great errors, and sometimes have been

the destruction of good Lodges ; and this occasioned -

by their brethren hurrying them indiscreetly into
offices, wherein their slender knowledge of Masonry
rendered them incapable of executing the business

~ committed. to their charge, to the great detriment

of the Craft, and their own dishonour.

Amongst the qualities and principles of the
Craft, we have given a hint concerning the beha-
viour of a Mason in the Lodge, to which may be
added the following observations. He is to pay due
respect, and to be obedient, in all reasonable mat-

Al

if in low circumstances, be _fncapable of" filling his office with
credit to the Lodge or himself: and this is recommended as a
matter well worth the consideration of all Members of this
Society.

g
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‘ters to the Master and presiding officers:. He must
not curse, swear, nor offer to lay wagers ; nor use
any fewd or unibecoming language, in  derogation of
Gop’s Name, and corruption of good manners;
nor behave himself ludicrously, nor jestingly, while
the Lodge is engaged in what is serious and solemn :
neither is he to introduce, support, or maintain any
‘dispute or controversy about religion or politics s
nor forée any brother to eat, drink, or stay against
his inclination ; nor do or say any thing that tr;ay
be offensive, or hinder a free and innocent conver-
sation, lest he should interrupt the good harmony,
and defeat the laudable designs and purposes of the
“ancient and honourable Fraternity.

And we earnestly recommend Freemasonry, as
the most sovereiga remedy to purge out these, ‘er
such other vices: and regular Lodges, as the only
seminaries where men, in the most pleasant and
clearest manner, may hear, understand, and learn
their duty to God, and to their neighbours. And
this without the multiplicity of “spiteful and mali-

cious words, long arguments, or fierce debates,

which have been made use of, among mistaken mor-
tals, upwards of a thousand years past: and instead
of uniting men in one sacred band, as the servants

——it - -

L 4
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»f God, and brethren of the same household, have
divided them into as many different opinions as
there were not only languages, but even men, at the
confusion of Babel.

As to the behaviour of the brethren when out
of Lodge, it is to be hoped the short space between
each Lodge-night will not admit of forgetfulness of
the decency and decorum to be observed in the
Lodge, which may serve them as an unerring rule
for their.behaviour and conduct in all other compa-
nies and places; and like the worshipful discreet
Master of a Lodge, rule, govern, and instruct their
families at home ‘in the fear of God, loyalty to their
King, and love to their neighbours, while they
themselves imitate the members’ obedience, &c. in

paying respect to their superiors.

: These few hints may serve to put the brethren

in mind of the duty incumbent on thea as Free-

‘masons ; and likewise, how to behave themselves
in such a manner as may be acceptable to God,"
agreeable to the principles of Masonry, and much
to their own honour: but for farther satisfaction to

" our readers in general, we here insert the several
‘old charges of Free and Accepted Masons.



THE

ANCIENT CHARGES .

OF THE

FREEL & ACCEPTED MASONS.

~ CHARGE L
Concerning God and Religion.

A Mason is obliged by his tenure to observe the
moral faw as a true NoacHipa* ; and if he rightly
understands the Craft, he will never be a_stupid
Atheist, nor an irreligious libertine, nor act against
_the dictates of his own conscience.

In uncient times, the Christian Masoms were.
charged to comply with the general usage of each
country, where they travelled or worked; being
found in all nations, of divers religions.

They are generally charged to adhere to that
religion in which all men agree, leaving each bro-
ther to his own particular opinion, that is; to be

* Sons of Noah, the first uume of Freemasons.
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good and true, men of honour and honesty, by
whatever bames, religions or persuasions, they may
be disiinguished ; for they all agree in the three
great articles of Noah, enough to preserve the
cement of a Lodge. Thus Masonry is the centre
of their union, and the happy means of conciliating
persons that might otherwise have remained at per-
petual distance.

CHARGE IL
of the Cioil Magistrate, supreme and subordinate.
A Mason must be a peaceablé subject, never to

be concerned in -plots against the State, nor disres-
pectful to inferior magistrates; conforming cheer-

fully to the government -under which he lives, be-

" caunse the welfare of his country is his peculiar care.

‘From the.earliest ages, kings, princes, and poten-

tates encouraged the Fraternity, for their firm in-
tegrity and unshaken loyalty ; Masonry having Pros-
pered most, in the ﬂ’ouriébing and peaceful times of
every country ; the Crafismen are therefore the

“more strongly engaged to act agreeably to the rnles
" of their art, in following peace and love with all

mankind.
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CHARGE II1.

Concerning a Lodge.

A Lodge is a place in which Masons meet to
work ; hence the assembly, or organized body of
Freemasons is called a Lodge ; so the word Church

- is expregsive both of the  congregation and the
place of worship. )

Every Brother should belong tv some particu-
lar Lodge, and if not necessarily prevented, cannot
be absent without incurring censure.

. The men made Masons must be free-born, no
" bondmen, of mature and direct age, of good re-
port ; hale and sound, not deformed or dismem-
bered, at the time of their m‘aking; but no woman,

no eunuch.
 When men of quality, eminence, wealth, and
‘learning apply to be made, they are to be respect;
fully accepted, after due examination: for such of;
' ten prove good lords, or founders of works, and will
-not employ Cowans, when true Masons can be‘hacix;
they also make the best officers of Lodges, and the
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best designers, to the honour and strength of the
Lodge ;' from amongst them also the Fratemity-can'
have a noble GrRaND MasTER, and other Grand
Officers; but still those Brethren are equally sub-
Ject to all the charges and regulations, except in
what more immediately concerns operative Masons.

- No Lodge shall make more than Five Brethren
at one time, unless by dispensation from the Grand
Master or his Deputy; nor shall any person be
made or admitted a’ member of a Lodge, without
‘being proposed one Lodge-night before, that due
notice may be given to all the members, to make
. the necessary enquiries into the candidate’s cha-

racter; and that there may be such unanimity in

the election of members as the laws require; nor
can there be any dispensation in this case, because
unanimity is essential to the being of every Lodge,
and its own members are the best judges in this
matter ; for if it were allowed, that any other, even

- a superior jurisdiction might impose a factious or
disagreeable member upon them, it might detroy
their harmony, to the great injury, if not total dis-
bolution of such Lodge.
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CHARGE 1V.
-Of Masters, IWardens, Fellows and Apprentices.

All preferm'ents among Mé‘xsons are grounded
upon real worth and personal merit only, not upen
seniority. No Master shall take an Apprentice
thdt is not the son of honest parents, a perfect
youth, without maim or defect in his body, and ca-

pable of learning the mysteries of the art; that so
' the lords or fouhders, may be well served, and the
Craft not despised s and that when of age and ex-
. pert, he may. become an enteréd.Appremice, ora
Freemason of the lowest degree; and upon his im-
provement, a Fellow craft and a master-mason, ca- -
pable to undertake the lord’s work.

The Wardens are chosen from among the
Master-masons, and no Brother ecan be a Master of
a Lodge, till he has acted as Warden somewhere,
except in extraordinary cases ; or when a new Lodge
is to be formed, and none such to be had, for then
three. Master-masons, though never Masters nor
Wardens of Lodges before, may by consent of
the Grand Master, be constituted Master and
Wardens of that new Lodge.: ’

" But no number, without three Master-masons,

N
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can form a Lodge; none can be Grand Master,
or a Grand Warden, who has not acted as Master
of a particular Lodge, for at least six months.

- CHARGE V.
Qf the Management of the Craft in Working.

All Masons should work honestly and faith-

fully, that they may live reputably, and appear in

~ a decent and becoming manner on holidays; the
~ working hours appointed by law, or confirmed by
_eustom, shall be observed. The hours of working
are—** from seven o'clock till ten, between the 25th
March, and the 29th September: and from six

till nine o’'clock between 29th September and 25th
March.”

A Master-mason only, must be the surveyor or
master of the work, who shall undertake the lord’s
work reasonably, and shall truly dispend his goods,
as if they were his own, and shall not give more
wages than'just, to any Fellow or Apprentice.

‘The Wardens shall be true both to Masters and
Fellows, taking care of all things both within and
without the Imfge, especially in the Master’s ab-
sence;.and their Brethren shall obey them.
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The Master and the Masons shall faithfully
finish their work, whether task or jqurney;
nor shall they take the work at task, which hath
been aceustomed to be performed by journey.

None shall envy a Brother’s prosperity ; nor.
supplant him, nor put him out of his werk, if
capable to finish it, for he who is not skilled in the
original design, cannot with credit or advantage.to .
the Master, finish the work, begun by another.

All Masons shall meekly receive their waées
without murmuring or mutiny, and not desert the
master tilt their work be finished; they must-avoid
ill language, calling each other brotker, both within
. and without the Lodge ; they shall instruct the
younger brethren to become bright and expert

workmen.

~ Bat free and accepted Masons shall not allow
Cowans to work with them, nor shall they be em-
ployed by Cowans without an urgent necessity ;
and even in that case, they must not teach Cowans,
 but must have a separate communication ; no la~ -
bourer. shall be employed in the proper work of

Freemasons, | -
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CHARGE VI.
Concefuing Masons’ Behaviour,
1. .Of . Behaviour in_ the Lodge. . -

You must not hold any private ‘committees or
separate conversation, without leave from the”Mas-
ter; nor talk of any thing impertineut, nor inter
rupt the Master or Wardens, or any other Brother
addressing the chair; nor act ludierously while the
Lodge is engaged in what is serious or solemu ;
but you are to pay due reverence to the Master,
Wardens, and all bis Fellows.

Every Brother found guilty of a fault, shall
stand to the award of the Lodge, unless he appeals
to th¢ Grand Lodge, -~ 1 . '

No private piques, or quarrels about nations,
farﬁilies, religion, or politic;, must be brought
within the doors of the Lbdge ; for as Masons, we
~ are of the oldest catholic religion, and of all na-
tians bound to live upon the square, level, and -
plumb with each other; following the steps of our
predecessors inall ages, we are resolved against po-
litical disputes, as contrary to the peace and welfare
of the Lodge. ' : :

LS
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2. Of Beliaviour after the Lodge is closed, and
... before the Brethren depart. -

When thie Lodge is closed, and the’ labour
finished, you may'enjoy yourselves with innocent
mirth, treating one another according to ability, but
avoiding all excess ; not foréing a Brother to eat or
drink beyond his own inclination, according to the
old regulation of King Ahasuerus, nor hinder him
from going home when he pleases; for though after
Lodge-houre you are like other:men, yet the blame
of your exc¢ess may be thrown:upon the Fraternity,
though unjusthy. "+ . - -

3. Of Bchaviour at meeting, without Strangers, not
in-a_formed Lodge.

You are to. salute one another in a courteous
‘manner, as you have been, or shall be, instructed ;
“freely communicatipg hints of knowledge, but with-
out disclosing secrets, unless to those that have given
long proof of their taciturnity and honour, and with-
cut derogating from the‘»fespect due to any other
Brother, were he not a Mason ; for though all Bro-
thers and Fellows are upon the level, yet Masonry
divests no man of the honour that was due to him
before he was made a Mason, or that shall become
his due -afterwards; nay, it rather adds to his re-
spect, teaching us to give honour to whom it is.due,
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swspecially to a noble and eminent Brother, whom we
should distinguish from all of his rank and station,
- and serve him readily, according to our ability,

4. Behaviour in the presence of Strangérs, mot
Alasons. :

You must be cautious in your words and
carriage; so that-the most penetrating stranger
may not be able to discover what is not proper to be
intimated : ‘the impertinent or ensnaring ques-
tions, ur ignorant and idle discourse of strangers,
maust be prudently answered and managed, and the
discourse wisely diverted to another subject, as your
discretion and duty shall direct. v

5. Behaviour at Home, and in your N eighbourhood,

* Masons ought to be moral men, and fully qua.
lified, as is required in the foregoing charges ; con-
sequently good husbhands, good parents, good _sons,
and good neighbours ; avoiding all excess ; and wise
as to all affairs, both of their own household and of
4he Lodge, for certain reasons known to themselves.

6. Bckaviour to a Fdreign Brother, or Stranger. .
You are cautiously to examine him, as pru-
dence and the Rules of the Craft shall direct, that
you may not be imposed on by a false pretender, and
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if you discover any one to be such, you are te rejeét
him with contempt ¥, and beware of giving him any
secret hints of knowledge ; but such as are found to
be true and faithful, you are to respect as Brothers;
relieving them, if in want, to your utmost power,.
or directing them in what manner and where to ap-

ply for relief. Youare to employ such, if you can, ‘
or recommend them to employment : however, you
are never charged to do beyond your ability ; but
to prefer a poor Brother, who is a good man and

true, before any other person in a similar situation,

y. Behaviour behind a Brother's back, as well as
before his face. '

Free and accepted Masons have ever been
charged to avoid all slandering and backbiting of
true and faithful Brethren, or talking disrespectfully
of a Brother’s person or performance, and all malice
or unjust resentment ; nor must they suffer others
to spread nnjust reproaches or calumnies behind his |
back, nor to injure him in his fortune, occupation

* This may at first sight appear harsh and uncharitable : but
when it is considered that the secrets of our Order, are open
to all men of good character, making due application for the
same, and that any designing man who would wish to obtain
that, to which he has no claim, and thereby deprive the charity
fund, of kis sdmission fee, can deserve no other reception.
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or character; but they shall defend such a Brother,

and give him hotice of any danger or injury where-.

with he may -be threatened ; to enable him to -es-

cape the same, as far as may be consistent- with

honour, prudence, and the safety of religion, mo-
rality, and the State, but no further.

" CHARGE VIL

Concerhing Differences and Law-suits, if any such
should unhappily, arise among Brethren.

If a Brother do you injury, or if you have any
" difference with him, about any wbrldly or temporal
concerns of interest, apply first to your own or his
Lodge, to have the matter in dispute adjusted by
Brethren. And if either party be not satisfied with

the determination of the Lodge, an appeal may be

made to the Grand Lodge; and you are never to

enter intoa law-suit, unless the matter cannot be

decided as above stated. And should it be*a mat~

ter that wholly concerns Masonry, law-suits are

to be entirely avoided, and the good advice of pru-
dent Brethren is to be followed, as they are the best
references on such occasions.

But when references are either impracticable

or unsuccessful, and - courts «of law or equity must

o — e
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at length be resorted to, you must still follow the
general rules of Masonry, avoiding all wrath, malice,
and personal rancour, in carrying on the suit ; nei-
ther saying nor doing any thing that may prevent
the continuance of that brotherly love and friend-
ship, which are the glory and cement of this
ancient Fraterpity.

Thuys shall we show to all the world the benign
* influences of Masonry, as wise, true, and faithful
bretliren have dong, from the beginning of time:
and as all who shall follow us, wili co_nti‘n.ue to do,
till architecture shall he dissolved with the great
fabric of the world, in the last general gonﬂagratig_n!

g ————

These CuarGEs, and such others as shall be
given you, in a way that cannot be written, you
are enjoined most strictly and conscientiousl y to ob-
serve ; and that they may be better impressed upon -
the mind, they should be read or made known to
new Brethren at their making; and at §ueli other
times as the Master may direct.

- AMEN! S0 MoTEIT BE!

o
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A SuorT CHARGE delivered to every Person at his
Initiation. *

BROTHIER,

You are now admitted, by the unanimous con-
sent of our Lodge, a fellow of our most ancient and
honourable Society ;—ancient, as having subsisted
from time immemorial ; and honourable, as tend-
ing in every particular, to render all men so, who
will be conformable to its glorious precepts. The
greatest Monarchs, and -exalted Characters of all
ages, as well of Asia, Africa, Europe and America,
have been encouragers of the Royal Art; and have
presided as Grand Masters over the Masons in their
respective territories ; not thinking it derogatory to
their exalted stations to level themselves with their
brethren in Masonry, and to act upon the square
as they did.

" The World’s GREATARCHITECT is our Supreme
Master.; and the unerring rule he has given us, is
that by which we work. Religious disputes are
never suffered within the Lodge ; for as Mzisoris, we

* This very old charge is continued with- very trifling al-
terations; and is in general use throughout the ancient Craft.
To alter it therefore, would lessen its value.
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only pursue the universal religion_, or the religion
of nature. This is the centre which unitesthe most
different principles in one sacred band, and brings
together those, who were the most dlstant from one
another.

There are three general heads of duty which
Masons ought always: to inculcate to Gop, our
NEIGHBOUR, and OURSELVEs: to Gop, in never
mentioning his NaAME, but with that reverential
awe, which a creature ought to - bear to his Crea-
TOR, and to look upon him always as the summum
bonum, which we came into the world to ehjoy, and
according to that view, to regulate all our pursuits:
to our NEIGHBOUR, by acting upon the square, or
doing as we would be done by; and to OURSELVES,
in avoiding all intemperance and excesses, .whereby
we may be rendered incapable of following our work,
or be led into behaviour, unbecoming our laudable
profession, always taking care to keep within due
bounds, and free from all pollution. |

In the State, a Mason is to behave as a peace-
able and dutiful éubject true to his Sovereign, and
Just to his country, conformmg chearfully to the
government uuder whxch he lives.

~
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He is to pay a Que deference to his superiors 3
and from his inferiors he is rather to receive honour,
with some réluctance, then to extort it. He ought
to be a ‘man of benevoleice and charity, not sitting
down contented, while his fellow-creatures, but
much more his brethren, are in want, when it is in
His power, without prgjudicing hifself or family to
relieve them.

In the Lodge, he is to behave with ell due de~
corui, lest the béauty and harmony thereof, should
be distribated or broken in upoen: the is to be obe-
dlient to the Master ahd presiding officers, and dilis
pently apply himself to the business of Masonry:
that he niay the sooner become a proficient therein,
as well for his own credit, as the herour of the
Lodge to which he may belong,

He is not ta neglect his own necessary avoca-
tidons ¥ for the sake of Masonry, st itivolve himself

—

s Jlere you are to understand, that a Mason ought not ta
belong to a number of Lodges at one time, nor run from Lodge
1o Lodge; or otherwise, after Masons ar Masonry, whereby
His ‘burdess or family ntay e neglected : ‘but yet every Mason
js snbject to all the bye-laws of the Lodge, which he is strictly
and coustantly to obey; for the attendance and dues of one
Lodge can never prejidice‘him o liis family.
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. in.disputes with those .whe,. through ignorance,
may speak evil of, or nidicule it.

He is eamestly réoommetded tobea lover»f
the Arts and Sciences, and'is totake al: om;ot'tmuv
tids of tmpmvmg hmrself thc«em. Do -

. Ifhe recommwdsra fnend to be mnde ‘4 Mason,
he smast vouch hiln to be such, s he Teally believes
will be conformable tothe aforesaid duties, lest, by
his misconduct at any sime, the: Lodge should 'ﬁass
uader some gyil miputa.tmhs. o
Not!nng tan. prove more ﬂhockmg to all fm’th.
ful Masoms, than to see any of the Brethren pro-
fane or break threugh the sacred rates of our Order;
‘and such as can da it, they wish had never been ad-
mitted..

From the attention you hrave paid to the recital
of this charge, we are led to hope you will form a
p_rqpei‘ estimate of the real value of Freemasonry,
and imprint on your mind the dictates of truth,
honour,-ard justice, which it so forcibly enjoins,

. .
R
NS a
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The Ancignt Manner- of constituting a Loaye, ‘and
installing the.Officers. .

To constitute what is meant by a perfect
Lodge, it is necessary to apply by petition addressed
to the Grand Master or his deputy, subscribed by
not less than seven Master Masous, who must be
registered in the Grand Lodge books*; setting
forth: ¢ That they ' are regular and . registered
« Masons as will appéar by their Grand Lodge cer-
'“Mtiﬁcate_s of which. they are, or. have been mem-
¢ bers; that having the extension and prosperity
 of the Fraternity at..heart, they are- witling to
« exert their best endeavours to promote and dif-
. fuse; the genuine principles of:Masonry: That_
“ for the convenience of their respective dwellings,
¢ and other good reasons, they have agreedto form

“ themselves into 'a Lodge. That in-consequence
«

€

of this Resolution, they pray for a warrant of

‘ constitution to empower them to assemble, for

\"‘ the purposes of  Masonry, according to the cus-
“ tom of the ancient Craft: That the prayer of

(11

, their Petition being granted, they promise strict

“ conformity to all the edicts and commands of the

" * Either i the Grand Lodge of Masons according to the old
constitutions, in London; or of some other Grand ‘Lodge in -
conoexipn and correspondence with it.
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Grand Master, as well as a thoroughi compliance,:
with all the Laws and Regulations of the Grand
 Lodge. In that case, they beg leave to nomi-
nate- and do recommend Brother i4. B. to be
their first. Master ; Brother C. D. their Senior:
Warden, and Brother E. F. Junior Warden ; ‘to
“ be held at the in the town of

. upon the
of every month {”

This Petition being properly signed, must be .
recommended by the Lodge most: contiguous to
the plabe where the new Lodge is to be formed;
and. upon its being transmitted to the Grand Secre-
tary in London, accompamed by 1 the usual. fees it
will be duly attended. to. If the application be
approved, and authority given accordingly, a.
Warr@xit* is issued, ‘together with a book of Con-:

» The Warrant is an instrument printed on vellum or
parchment, signed by -some Nobleman as Grand Master, kis
Deputy, the Grand Wardens, and Grand Secretary : to which
the seal of the Grand Lodge as well as that of the Grand
Master, is affixed: constituting certain persons, therein'named,
as Master and Wardens, with full power to cbngregate- aud
hold a Lodge, at such a place, and therein * to make and
admit Freemasons, according to the most. ancient and honor-
able custom of the Royal Craft.

Without such an irstrument,
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stitations and a Bye-Law Book fitled up in a proper
manner. ' - '

‘When the Grand Master and all his Officers
attend, the Grand Lodge is said to be in AMPLE
- ForM ; if the Deputy Grand Master only, with the
other Grand Officers attend, it is said to be IN DUE
FORM : but if the power is delegated to a Past-
master of a private Lodge, it is then said to be
constituted IN FORM.

The Grand Lodge being opened, and the can+
didates of new Master and Wardens being yet
among their Fellows, the Grand Master shall ask
his Deputy if he has examined them, and whether
he finds the Master well skilled in the noble science,
and the Royal Art, and duly instructed in our
~ mysteries, &c,; the Depaty answering in the af-

firmative ‘shall, by the Grand Master’s order, take
the candidate from amongst his fellows, and present
him to the Grand Master, saying: Right Wor-
shipful Grand Muster, the Brethren here, desire to
be formed into a regular Lodge ; and I present my
worthy Brother A.B. to be the Master, whom I

no set of Masous are legally authorized to hold meetings for the l

purposes of Freemasoury.
. [
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%now to be of good morals and gréat skill, trac and
trusty, and a lover of the whole Fraternity; whert-
soever dispersed.

Then the Grand Master, placing the candi-
date on his left hand, and hdving obtained the uma-
nimous copsent of the brethren, shall say, after some

other ¢eremonies and expressions that cannot be
writteén ¢ I constitute and form these good brethren
into a new and regular Lodge, and appoint you,
Brother A. B. the Master of it, not doubting your
capacity, and: care, to preserve the cement of the
 Lodge, and to support the honeur and dignity of
‘the Orafft. " -
Then the Deputy Graid Master, or some
other brother,:shall rehearse the charge ofa Maéte‘r i
and the Grand Master shall ask the candidate, say-
ing: Do you submit to these charges as Masters
Furoe done in all ages? Aud the new Master signie
. fying his cordial submission thereto, the Grand
‘Master shall, by certain significant ceremonies and ,
ancient usages, instal and present him with his
warrant, the book of constitutions, the bye-law-
hook, and the emblems of his office ; and each of
them, the Grand Mfster, or his Deputy, or per-
p- R
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son acting for him, shall rehearse a shert charge
that may be suitable to the occasion. , .

Next the membBers of this new Lodge, saluting
the Grand Master, shall return his worship their
thanks. (according to the custom of Masters) and
shall immediately do homage to their new Master,
and (as faithful Craftsmen) signify their promse
of subjection and obedience to him by the usual -
congratulations.

The Deputy and Grand Wardens, and such
‘other Brethren as are not members of this new
Lodge, shall next congratulate the new Master, and
he shall return his becoming acknowledgments, as .
a Master-mason, first to the Grand Master and Grand

, Officers, and afterwards to the rest in dué{ form.

Then: the Grand Master orders the new Master
to enter upon the excercise of his office, and calling
forth the Senior Warden, a Fellow-Craft* (Master-
Mason) presents him to the Grand Master for his

* They were fomwrlj called Fellow-Crafts, because the
Masons, of old, never gave any man the title of Master-Masom,
aptil he had first passed the chair. «

"~
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approbation,and te the new Lodge for their consent ;
upon which the Senior or Junior Grind ‘Warden,
of some other brother, shall rehearse'the charge of
a Warden, of a private Lodge; and. he signifying
his cordial submission thereto, the new Master shall
present him severally with the instruiments of his
office, ‘and, in' an ancient manner and due form,

instal him in his proper place. *

In like manner the new Master shall call forth
his Junior Warden, who shall be a Master-mason,
and presented as above, to the Junior Grand War-
den, or some brother acting in his stead,: and shall
in like manner, be installed in his proper place ; and
the brethren of this new Lodge shall signify their
obedience to these new Wardens, by their usual
congratulations due to Officers of their rank. _

The Grand Master then gives all the brethren
. Joy of their Master and Wardens, and recommends
harmony, hoping their only contention will be a
laudable emulation in cultivating the Royal Art, and

v

the social virtues.

* The Grand Wardens generally install the Wardens at new
coustitutions; as being best qualified for tiansacting such bu-
siness,
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~ Then the Grand Secretary, or some Brother
for hiny (by the Grand Master’s order), in the name
of the Grand Lodge, :declares. and proclaims this
new Lodge duly eonstituted No. &e.

The Members of the new Lodge shall then,
after the custom of Master-Masons, return their
sincere thanks, for the honour of this constitution.

The Grand Master orders the Grand Secretary
to register this new Lodge in the Grand Lodge-
book, and to notify the same to all Lodges round
ihe globe ; and, after some other ancient eustoms

and demonstrations of joy and satisfaction, the
Peputy Grand Master closes the Grand Lodge,

L
ol
-~
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DI PN oo i e

A Praver used gt Opening.the Lodge, o Making
a new Brother ; used by Jewish Freemasons.

O LORD, excellent art tﬁou m thy truth an(l there
is nothmg g;reat in companson to thee ; for thine is
the praise, from all the works of thine hands, for

» ‘o

evermore.

Enhghten us, we beseech thee, in the true
knowledge of Masonry by the sorrows o'f Adam,
thy first made man ; by the blood of Abel,, the holy:
one; by the righteousness of Seth, in whom"thod
art well pleased ; and by thy covenant with Noah,
in whose architecture thou wast pleased to save the
seed of thy beloved ;. number us not among - those .
that know- not thy statutes, nor the divine mystery
of the secret Cabala.

But grant, we beseech thee, that the ruler of
this Lodge may be endued with knowledge and
wisdom, to instruct us and explain his secret mys-
teries, as our holy Brother Moses * did (in his

* In the preface to the Mishna, we find this tradition of
the Jews explained as follows:

God not only delivered the law to Moses on Mount Sinai,
but the explanation of it likewise: when Moses came down from
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Lodge) to Aaron, to Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons

Iw-u‘. \5‘,, e v

. And grant that we may understand, learn, and

..a Yotiws

keep all t,he ustatuteq and commandments of the

R )

Lord,, and thls holy mystery, pure and undeﬁled

unto our hve send. Amen.
. )

’
"

‘the unmot, and entered mto lns tent, Aaron went to visit him;
and Moses acquamtcd Aaron of thie laws ke received from God,

togetherwith the' explanation of them. - After this, Aaron placed
hnnself at the rlght hand of Moses, and Eleazor and hllamar,
the sons of Aaron, were admitted, to whom Moses repeated what
he had just before told Aaron: these being seated, the one on the:
right band, the other on- the left hand of Moses ; the seveaty
elders of lsrael who composed the Sanhednm, came in; and
Moses again declared the same laws to them, with the interpre-
tation of ‘\hem, as he had done before to Aaren and his sons.
Lastly, all who pleased of the common people were invited to
enter, and Moses instructed them likewise in the same manner
as the rest; so that Aaron heard four times what Moses had been
taught of God upon Mount Sinai, Eleazar and Ithamar three
times, the seventy elglers twice, and the people once. Moses
aflerwards reduced the laws which he had received into writing,
but not the explanations of them ; these he thought it sufficient
to trust to the memories of the above-mentioned persons, who,
being perfectly instructed in them, delivered them to their chil-
dren, and they again to theirs from age to age.
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A Praver which is most:general ut Making or
-~ Opening.. -

'MOST. holy and glorious. Lord God;. thou~gi'ea£‘
Architect of heaven ‘and earth, who art the giver.of
all. good. gifts and graces, and 'hath:promised ‘that
when two or three are gathered together in thy
Name; thou-wilt bein the midst of. them: in thy
- Name we assemble and meet together, most humbly
beseeching thee to bless us in all our undertakings,
that we may know and serve thee aright, that all
our doings may tend to thy glory and the salvation

of our souls.

And we beseech thee, O Lord God, to bless
this our present undertaking, and grant that this
our new brother may dedicate his life to thy service,
and be a true and faithful brother among us. En-
due him with a competency of thy divine wisdom,
that he may with the secrets of . Freemasonry, be
- able to unfold the mysteries of godliness and Chris-
tianity. This we most humbly beg, in the Name,
and for the sake, of Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Saviour. Amen. : -
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A PrAvER that was used amongst the Priniitive
Christian Masons.

THE miight ‘of the Fatlrer of Heaven, and the
wisdom of . his glorious Son, through the grace and
gooduess of the Holy Ghost, being three persons ia
one Godhead, be with us at our beginning, and give
us ‘grace so to govern us here in ourliving, that
we may come to his bliss that never shall have end.
Amen. ' '

— ———--]

AHABATH OLAM. *

A Praver repeated in the Royal Arch Lodge at
Jerusalem.

T'HOU hast loved us, O Lord our God, with eter:
anal love: thou hast spared us wi