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Message Reflection for This Sunday
AEXHEEAR

“Be God’s VIP”:

1) What is this world’s definition of “places of honor?

2) Who is qualified for the “places of honor” in God’s kingdom?

3) Why are we so precious in the eyes of God?

4) What are we called to do as God’s VIPs to help God’s will be done on earth
as it is in heaven?

5) What do you feel called to do as God’s VIPs in your community or social
circle?
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Announcements for September 1, 2019

(1[)] Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is to pray for all
who are going through transition. May the Lord guide them and show
them His Way.

(2) Offering for Luncheon: Let’s thank Fr. Ric & Caryl for their
contribution to the luncheon today. May God bless them and their family
with peace and good health!

(3) Weekly Watchful Prayer Time: Weds, 5:00-7:00 pm. Please
remember to pray for the need of God’s church and His people during
this period of time wherever you are.

(4) Spiritual Formation (1): Spiritual Disciplines: Sat, 9/7 & 9/21, 2:00-
4:00 pm, in the parish hall. Mo. Fennie is leading this spiritual formation
class (in English) on two Saturdays each month. All are encouraged to
join!
5) Monthly Lay Eucharistic Visit: Next visit is scheduled for this
unday, 9/1. Our monthly Eucharistic visit follows the Sunday worship
service to bring the reserved sacrament and communion to our church

members who are homebound. Junior Warden Dorothy Smith is taking
charge of this ministry. If interested to join, please contact Dorothy.

(6) Joint Eucharist Service: Sun, 9/15, 10:00 am (only ONE service).
Bishop Ronelio Fabriquier (Bishop of the Diocese of Romblon) will visit St.
Thomas to preach and celebrate the Eucharist that day.

(7) Bishop’s Committee One-Day Retreat: Sat, 9/28, 8:00 am, in Roger &
Janis Magnuson’s home. All the committee members are to attend.

§8) Signup for Offering the Church’s Luncheon 2019: Please sign up
or offering the luncheon after the Sunday service (9/8, 9/15, 10/20,
11/10, 11/24, and more in Dec%. The sign-up sheet is posted on the
bulletin board in the parish hall. Your offering can be for your birthday
or any anniversary. Any questions, please ask Dorothy Smith.

Prayer Request: For the healing of (1) Joyce White; éZ) Jim & Janie Huff
(asthma); (3) Rosie’s & Bas Lim; (4) Freda Cheung; (5) Richard & Shirle
Hovelsrud; (6) Jean & Tenbo Lo; (7) Donna Edwards (backache); (8
Alison é9z) Irene Kubo; (10) Joseph Chan’s mother (breast cancer); (11
Jackie Gibson; (12) Lisa Zhang’s father (bypass surgery); (13) Evelina;
&14) Pamela Popalan (breast cancer); (15) Edgar Fradejas; €16) Belen &

oel Dalida; (17) Daniel Adams (kidney); (18) Caryl Gonzales; (19) Sao-
Fong Lau (stroke).
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Proper 17 — Collect for The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things:
Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion;
nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

Jeremiah 2:4-13

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of
the house of Israel. Thus says the Lord: What wrong did your
ancestors find in me that they went far from me, and went after
worthless things, and became worthless themselves? They did not say,
"Where is the Lord who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who
led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of
drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through,
where no one lives?"

I brou%ht you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things.
But when you entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an
abomination. The priests did not say, "Where is the Lord?"

Those who handle the law did not know me; the rulers transgressed
against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after things
that do not profit.

Therefore once more | accuse you, says the Lord, and | accuse your
children's children. Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to
Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever been such a thing.
Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my
people have changed their glory for something that does not profit. Be
appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly desolate, says the
Lord, for my peoi)le have committed two evils: they have forsaken me,
the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves,
cracked cisterns that can hold no water.

Psalm 81:1,10-16
1 Sing with joy to God our strength *
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.
10 I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of E?ypt and said, *
"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it."
11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, *
and Israel would not obey me.
12 So | gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, *
to follow their own devices.
13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! *
that Israel would walk in my ways!
14 | should soon subdue their enemies *
and turn my hand against their foes.
15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, *
and their punishment would last for ever.

16 But Israel would | feed with the finest wheat *
and satisfy him with honey from the rock.

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in
prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you
yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all,
and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge
fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of
money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will
never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?”
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you;
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Through him, then, let us continuapl offer a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to
%o good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to

od.

Luke 14:1, 7-14

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him
closely. When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he
told them a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding
banguet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more
distinguished than %/ou has been invited by your host; and the host
who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person
your place,” and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest
place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place,
so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move u
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the
table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one
who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors,
in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But
when you g\lve a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and
the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
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