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AN CRDINANCE creating the office of Fire Marshal, Prescribi.g the duties thereof, Pro-
viding for its maintenance, and Prescribing penalties for violations.
Be it ordained by the City Commission or Council of the City of :

SECTICN 1. The office of Fire Marshal is nereby created. Such office shall be inde-
pehdent of other city dejartments, the Fire Marshal reporting directly to the Mayor and
City Commission or Council. Such office shall be {illed by appointment by the Mayor,
by and with the consent >f the City Commission or Council, within 10 days after this
ordinance shall take elfz2¢ct. The said Fire Marshal shall be removed only for cause.

He shall receive an annuil salary of dollars, payable in monthly install-
ments, as full compensation for his services.

SECTTON 2, The Fire Marshal shall investigate the cause, origin and eircumstances of
every fire occurring wit in this city by wiich property has Leen detroyed or damaged,
and shall especially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of care-
lessness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within twenty-four hours, not
including Sunday, of the occurrence of such fire. The Fire Marshal shall keep in his
office a record of all fires, together with all facts, statistics and circumstances,
including the origin of the fires and the amount of the loss, which may be determined
by the investigation required by this ordinance.

SECTICN 3. The Fire Marshal, when in his opinion further investigation is necessary,
shall take or cause to be taken the testimony, on cath, of all persons supposed to be
cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledre in relation to the matter under
investigation, and shall cause the same to be reduced to writing; and if he shall bLe of
the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charre any person with the crime of
arson, or with the attempt to commit the crime of arson, or of conspiracy to defraud,
or criminal conduct in connection with such fire, he shall cause such person to be
lawfully arrested and charged with such offense or either of them, and shall furnish

to the proper prosecuting attorney all such evidence, together with the names of
witnesses and all of the information obtained by him, including a copy of all pertinent
and material testimony taken in the case.

SECTION 4., The Fire Marshal shall have the power to summon witnesses before him to
testify in relation to any matter waich is by the provisiocns of this ordinance a subject
of inguiry and investigation, and may reguire the production of any book, paper or docu-
ment deemed pertinent thereto. The said Fire Marshal is hereby authorized and empowered
to administer oaths and affirmaticons to any persons appearing as witnesses before him,

SECGTICN 5. Any witness who refuses to be sworn, or who refuses to appear or testify, or
who discbeys any lawful order of said Fire Marshal, or who fails or refuses to produce
any book, paper of docurent touching any natter under examination, or who is guilty of
any contemptucus conduct during any of the proceedings of tihe Fire Marshal in the matter
of said investigatioh or ingquiry, after being summoned to give testimony in relation to
any matter under investigation as aforesaid, shall bve deemed guilty of a misdemeanor; and
it shall be the duty of the Fire Marshal to cause all such offenders to be prosecuted.
Any person being convicted of any such demeanor shall be fined in a sun not exceeding
twenty~five dollars ($25.00). Provided, however, that any person so convicted shall have
the right of appeal.



SECTION 6. All investigetions held by or under the direction of the Fire Marshal may,

in his discretion, be private, and persons other than those reasuired to be present may

be excluded from the place where such investigation is held, and witnesses may be kep?

separate and apart from each other and not allowed to communicate with each other until
they have been examined.

SECTION 7. The Fire Marshal shall have the authority at all times of day or night, when
necessary, in the perfornmance of the duties imposed upon him by tne provisions of this
ordinance, to enter upbn and examine any building or premizes where any fire has occurred,
and other buildings and sremises adjoining or near the same, which authority shall be
exercised only with reason and good discretion.

SACTICN 8. The fire Marshal, upon complaint of any person having an interest in any
building or property adjacent and without any complaint, shall have a right at all reason-
able hours, for the purpise of examination, to enter into and upon all buildings and
premises within the ¢ity, and it shall be his duty, monthly or more often, to enter

upon and make or cause pablic buildings, together with the premises belonging thereto,
Whenever he shall find aay building or other structure which, for want of repair, or by
reason of age or dilapidated condition, or for any cause, is especially liable to fire,
and which is so situated as to endanger other buildings or proeprty, or so occupied that
fire would endanger pers>ns or property therein, and whenever he shall find an improper
or dangerous arrangements arrangements of stoves, ranges, furnaces or other heating
appliances of any kind whatscever, including chimneys, flues, and pipes with which the
same may be connected, or a dangerous arrangement of lighting devices or systems, or

a dangerous or unlawful storage of explosives, compounds, petroleum, gasolene, kerosene,
dangerous chemicals, vegetable products, ashes, conbustible, inflammable and refuse
materials, or other conditions which may be dangerous in character or liavle to cause or
promote fire or create conditions dangerous to the firemen or occupants, he shall order
the same to be removed or remedied, and such order shall be forthwith complied with by

the owner or occupant of said building or vremises. Provided, however, that if said

owner or bccupant deems himself aggrieved by such order, he may within five (5) days,
appeal to the Mayor, who shall investigate the cause of the complaint and unless by his
authority the order is revoked, such order shall remain in force and be forthwit: complied
with by said owner or occupant. At the end of each month the Fire Marshal shall report
to the State Fire Marshal all existing hazardous conditions, together with separate report
on each fire in the c¢ity during the month.

SECTION 9. Any owner or occupant of a building or other structure or premises, who shall
keep or maintain the same when, for want or repair, or by reason of age or dilapidated
condition, or for any cause, it is especially liable to fire, and which is so situated

as to endanger buildings or property of others, or is especially liable to fire and which
is so cccupied that fire would endanger other persons or their property therein, shall

ge pun%shed by a fine of not less than ten dollars ($10,00) nor more than fifty dollars
50.,00).

SECTION 10, Any owner or occupagt of any building or other structure, or premises, who
shall keep or maintain the same with an improver arrangement of a stove, range, furhace,

or other heating appliance of any :ind whatever, irncluding chimneys, flues, and pipes

with which the came may be connected, so as to be dangerous in the matter of fire, or healtl
or safety of persons or property of others; or who shall keep or maintain any building,
other structure or premises with an improper arrangement of a ligiting device or systen,

or with a storage of explosives, petroleum, gasclene, kerosene, chemicals, vegetable
products, ashes, combustibles, inflammable materials, refuse, or with any other condi-

tion which shall be dangerocus in character to the sersons, health or property of others;
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or which shall be dangerous in the matter or promoting, augmenting or causing fires; or
which shall create condi:ions dangerous to firemen, or occupants of such buildings,
structure or premises other than the maintainor thercof, shall be punisted by a fine of
not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more than fifty dollars ($50.00).

34CTION 11. No prosecution shall ope brought under Sectiens 9 and 10 of this ordinance
until the order provided for in Section & be given, and the varty notified shall fail or
refuse to comply with the same.

SBECTION 12, The penalties provided for herein shall be recovered by the city in the same
manrer as provided by law for the enforcement of fines, forfeitures, and punishmerts
for offenses against the city.

SECTION 13. Every day's maintenance of any of the conditions piohibited in any of the
foregoing sections shall be a distinct and separaite offense.

SECTION 14. All misdemeanors herein provided for shall be prosecuted, and all fines and
forfeitures herein provided for shall be recovered and enforced, in the same manner as
provided by law for the enforcement of fines, forfeitures, penalties and punishments for
offenses generally azainst the city.

SECTION 15. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.

SECTICN 16. ‘hereas, pu»lic safety demands the im:uediate passage of this ordinance,
creating the offiice of Fire Marshal and empowering the maid officer to dischar.e the
duties herein set out, therefore an emergency exists demanding a suspension of the rules
reguiring ordinances fo e read on three several days, sald rules is hereby suspended,
and this ordinance is placed on its first reading and final passage, and shall be
effective and in full force from and after its passage and approval.

Approved this_ 3  day of _ June , 18 60
Attest: it LG e kas,  Mayor
P ! A ‘ . :
fiékz; P RO S P City Secretary Vh%“rr —
i ¥

NUTE: Credit on xey rate will not be allowed until four regular monthly reporis
are received by the State Fire Marshal., Credit will ce cancelled upon
failure of Fire Marshal to make regular monthly reports.



HARSON RoWARD ORDINANCE"

In order to secure a credit of 2% in your Key Rate for an Arson Reward Ordinance,
it is necessary that such an ordinance shall state in substance as follows:

ARSON REWARD

Tre City of , Texas, hereby offers a reward of OKE HUNDRED DCLLARS ($100.00)
for the arrest and conviction of any person or _ersons found guilty of committing the
crime of ARSON within the corporate limits of said City of , Texas. This
reward is a standing offer, and shall be paid out of the fund of the
City of Tehuacana , Texac.

(Emergency Clause}

'd Al ; (h
Attest: C Dol win, by 50 nas
Rt Mayor )
7 4
< f . 5 i le H e
Ty oz d B8 ~ife iTaa 6 b June 3, 1960

City Secretary

Placards eight inches by twelve inches in size showing the above reward is offered
must be placed in wooden frames under glass inside of at least six different public
buildings. A certified copy of the ordinance, a copy of one of the placards, and a
list of the buildings where the placards have been posed as outlines must be furnished
to the State Board of Imsurance, Austin 14, Texas. Upon receipt of this information,
if found to be in order, immediate steps can be taken to allow the credit.

NOTE: Cities of over 10,000 population must increase ti:e above reward to W0
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00), Cities of over 20,000 population must increase it to
T40 HUNDRED AND FIFTY LOLLARS ($250.00), which is the maximum amount required. In
the above two cases, the number of placards posted must be increased to twelve (12).
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