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Your Legal Professional
Q: My partner and I are separating. Do we
need a separation agreement?

A: Although there is no legal requirement for a
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separation agreement, there are some circumstances in which
you may require one. First, the bank may require it in order to
approve either of you for a mortgage or loan. The agreement
tells the bank what assets are being retained by each of you
and whether or not any support is being paid. If you do not
require it for the bank, it may be a good idea to have one pre-
pared in order to outline your agreement while you are still getting
along. If communication breaks down later, you have the terms
of the agreement to fall back on regarding the division of
assets or custody. Also, it is a good way to document your date
of separation in the event that you need to provide evidence of
your separation for your taxes or other purposes. Lastly, many
agencies will want to see your custody documents when making
applications regarding your children. If you do not have a court
order, a custody agreement may be required.

Your Financial Professional
Q: What should I invest in?

A: What you should invest in depends on your
particular situation and your comfort levels. You
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may often hear the terms risk tolerance and suitability. Risk tol-
erance can be defined as the variability in investment returns
which an investor is willing to withstand. Suitability addresses
your capacity to bear risk. Willingness to bear more risk with
hope of achieving better returns sounds easy, but may be the
wrong choice. Just because an investor is willing to risk it all
doesn’t mean they can afford to. Likewise, the risk adverse
investor might shy away from all sorts of perceived risk, but not
earn enough return to sustain their investment. While investing
and earning a reasonable return is important, it does not replace
good old fashioned hard work, prudent saving, and proper man-
agement of your finances. Deciding what is the most appropri-
ate investment starts with defining your needs, amount you are
going to save, and risk you can afford.

Your Real Estate Professional
Q: Home Inspection – What can I expect?

A: Many buyers include a condition in their
offer to purchase of a satisfactory home inspection
at the buyers expense. It is a comprehensive
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inspection of the entire property by an independent third party
trained to look at all visible aspects of a home including foundation,
roof electrical, plumbing, heating systems, doors and windows,
interior and exterior finish, attic, kitchens, bathrooms, decks and
porches, site and landscaping including drainage. The written report
will include pictures and maintenance guide with current conditions,
plus advice for when future repairs or service can be expected.
Usually estimated costs are included. A home inspection is NOT a
guarantee or warranty nor is it an automatic right to renegotiate the
offer to purchase. Some sellers may be willing to fix small
deficien cies identified by the inspection, but major problems likely
were accounted for in the accepted offer. If the inspection is unac-
ceptable, the buyer has a legal right to terminate the deal and
receive their deposit back.

Your Pharmacy Professional
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Q: Did you know pharmacies offer services
beyond filling prescriptions?

A: At Falk Pharmacy our pharmacists have taken
extra training to offer a variety of professional services including administering
injections, prescribing for minor ailments, medication reviews and hormone
replacement therapy consultations.  Injections that can be administered
include Twinrix vaccine for travel health, Zostavax vaccine for shingles pre-
vention as well as Vitamin B12 and Depo-Provera. Pharmacists are able to
prescribe specific prescription medications for certain conditions including
acne, nausea and vomiting in pregnancy, and hemorrhoids for example.
Medication reviews are a one on one consultation that allows the pharma-
cist to review all medications for proper use, indication and side effects. The
pharmacist can answer any questions the patient may have about his/her
medications during this process.  Hormone replacement therapy sessions
are a one on one consultation that provides information to menopausal
women regarding treatment options and how to manage symptoms.
These professional services are just the start of the expanded role that
pharmacists will play in providing health care in the future.  All profes-
sional services are by appointment and have fees associated with each
one.  Please contact one of our pharmacists for more information.


