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 A message from the President. . .  
 

Dear Members, 

We will not meet at the Hebert Wilson Community 

Center in May.  Instead, we will be at the Joppa 

Shrine Center for the annual show.   

Please do all that you can to assist with the 

show.  Friday we will need help with set up and the venders dinner.  On Saturday and Sunday 

there are lots of things to do.  We would appreciate whatever time you can give.  

See you at the show.  Let’s make this one even better than last years. 

Thanks, 
 
 

Sue West, President  

 

Notes from the editor . . . 
 

This is a major milestone and we are working hard 

to make it one of the best years yet! 

 
Please get the “Word Out”. . . 
Tell and email your friends, family, and co-workers. 
Pass out postcards, flyers, “Golden Tickets”, and post 
it on your Facebook page too! 

P.O. Box 10136                                                                                     

Gulfport, Ms. 39505                                                                                            

                 Member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Society               

       Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 

       Gulfport Gems  
      Volume 40                        May  2019                        Number  5 

Est. 1979                                 

          www.facebook.com/gulfportgems             

          Website: www.gulfportgems.org 

Board Meeting 
 

Gulfport Library  -  Old Hwy. 49 
 

May 14th   

 Room Time:    1pm  to  3pm 
 

ALL  CLUB   MEMBERS   WELCOME 

If attending, contact Sue  

“ Celebrating 40 Years ” 
 

The Annual Harrison County Gem    
 

    & Jewelry Show  
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                          Show Chairman: Lynn Tate  

 l.tate4@gmail.com or call/text 228-342-2963  
  

There is a place from every member. Please volunteer and contact the committee 

person below or our Show Chairman. 
 

Hospitality Committee: Laura Tate (228) 342-2971 

Vendor lunch served at 11am on Friday and help is needed. 

Additional volunteers are need to bring food too. 
 

Admissions Committee: Lisa Fitch  (228) 216-4684 
One more needed on Saturday 1pm to 5pm 
 

Door Prize Committee: Kathy Becnel  (228) 342-0716 
 

Hostess Committee:  Diane Dewees  (228) 313-1026  Volunteers needed 
 

Sign Committee:  Nicole Green  (228) 344-8066 
Contact Nicole  - we need volunteers to help put out signs. 

Signs are needed all along the interstate and down on Hwy. 90 especially by the        
I-110, Hwy 49 and Beauvoir. 
 

Demonstration Committee: Reba Shotts (601) 508-6746 

All members are encouraged to demo at any time. Volunteers needed  
 

Kids’ Corner:  Barbara Saavedra  (228) 806-0945  Volunteers needed  
 

Advertising: Those who have postcards, please make sure to distribute them. Tell 

everybody you know about the show.    
 

Security:  Show Chair, Lynn Tate    We need volunteers.                             

Our vendors will need breaks (for lunch and restroom). We need members to be 

visible and walk the show.  

GG 

May 16th  -  Setup Day 
May 17th  - Vendor Lunch    
                  & vendor setup  
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  Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society  

Thought of the Day . . . 

   Happy Anniversary 
  
 

                    

 

  

The heart of a volunteer 
 is not measured in size, but   

by the depth   

of the commitment to 

 make a difference  

The minutes and pictures from April will be printed in 

the Junes’ Gulfport Gems.    

 

Volunteers are needed in various locations of the show. 

Please see previous page to contact the person in charge 

of that area. 

 

Our new scholarships that were proposed have been 

tabled at the last meeting until further notice.  

 

Please contact Workshop Chairman, Kathy Becnel to 

schedule a Program or Workshop. She needs volunteers 

for August. 

 

Tammy Cook 
B. Fitch 

Clemencia Howe 
Butch Johnson 
Buddy Shotts 

Lorraine Smith 
Connie Walker 

Sue West 
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with the lushest landscapes and the richest greens. 

Ireland is the Emerald Isle. Seattle, in the US state of 

Washington, is the Emerald City. Thailand’s most sa-

cred religious icon is called the Emerald Buddha, even 

though it’s carved from green jadeite. 

The first known emerald mines were in Egypt, dating 

from at least 330 BC into the 1700s. Cleopatra was 

known to have a passion for emerald, and used it in 

her royal adornments. 

Emeralds from what is now Colombia were part of 

the plunder when sixteenth-century Spanish explorers 

invaded the New World. The Incas had already been 

using emeralds in their jewelry and religious ceremo-

nies for 500 years. The Spanish, who treasured gold 

and silver far more than gems, traded emeralds for 
precious metals. Their trades opened the eyes of Eu-

ropean and Asian royalty to emerald’s majesty. 

Emerald is the most famous member of the beryl fam-

ily. Legends endowed the wearer with the ability to 

foresee the future when emerald was placed under 

the tongue, as well as to reveal truth and be protect-

ed against evil spells. Emerald was once also believed 

to cure diseases like cholera and malaria. Wearing an 

emerald was believed to reveal the truth or falseness 

of a lover’s oath as well as make one an eloquent 

speaker. 

Legend also states that emerald was one of the four 

precious stones given by God to King Solomon. 

These four stones were said to have endowed the 

king with power over all creation. 2.97 billion years is 

the age of the oldest Emeralds from South Africa. 
 

Emerald — May Birthstone 

Wedding Anniversaries— 12th & 35th                 

                          FACTS    

•   Mineral: Beryl 

• Chemistry: Be3Al2Si6O18 

• Color: Vibrant green 

• Refractive Index: 1.577 to 1.583 

• Birefringence: 0.005 to 0.009 

• Specific Gravity:   2.72 

• Mohs Hardness: 7.5 to 8         

 

Emerald is the green to greenish blue variety of beryl, 

a mineral species that also includes aquamarine as 

well as beryls in other colors. 
 

Gem experts differ on the degree of green that makes 

one stone an emerald and another stone a less-
expensive green beryl. Some people in the trade tend 

to give the name emerald to any green beryl colored 

by chromium. But to most gemologists, gemological 

laboratories, and colored stone dealers, it is more 

correct to call a stone green beryl when its color is 

"too light" for it to be classified as emerald. Even 

among that group, however, there's a difference of 

opinion about what's considered "too light." 

History & Lore. . .   
Emerald’s lush green has soothed souls and excited 

imaginations since antiquity. Its name comes from the 

ancient Greek word for green, “smaragdus.” Rome’s 

Pliny the Elder described emerald in his Natural His-

tory, published in the first century AD: “…nothing 

greens greener” was his verdict. He described the use 

of emerald by early lapidaries, who “have no better 

method of restoring their eyes than by looking at the 

emerald, its soft, green color comforting and remov-

ing their weariness and lassitude.” Even today, the 

color green is known to relieve stress and eye strain. 

There are other green gems, like tourmaline and Peri-

dot, but emerald is the one that’s always associated  

   Gia.com, smithsonianeducation.org, igb.com, Wikipedia, gemsociety.org,  
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   M  E  E  T  I  N  G  S     

 

                Other Interests:  
International Society of Glass Blowers 

Website: www.isgb.org                                                     

Visit site if you like Lampworking   

 
        Dixie Mineral Council  
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html 

 

Meetings / Workshops   
 

     Herbert Wilson Recreational  Center  

3625 Hancock Avenue  

Gulfport, Ms. 39501 
 

3rd Saturday of each month  

 
  9 am  - 12 pm   Workshop 

 
           12 pm  -  1 pm    Lunch 

 
             1 pm  -  2 pm    Meeting  
 

Directions:   Coming from Pass Road or 

Highway 90 turn on Courthouse Road.  

Turn next to Hancock Bank on 33rd 

Street until you reach Hancock Street. 

Look to your left and you will see the  

Herbert Wilson Recreational Center. We 

are on the left side of building thru the 

gates.  
    

   Come for fun . . . Stay to play! 
 

 

Visit our Website and Facebook page: 

 www.gulfportgems.org  or                                       
https://www.facebook.com/gulfportgems 

 

    Workshops are offered free!  

     

 Next Meeting & Workshop  
      

             None in May                         

Visitors are always welcome  

       Nearby Gem Societies  
 

  Ms. Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society 

       www.mgcgms.com    
  Meeting: 2nd Saturday of the month 
 

  Mobile Rock and Gem Society 

  www.mobilerockandgem.com  

  Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the month 
 

  Gem & Mineral Society of Louisiana 

  Meeting: 2nd Monday of the month 

  Contact: Levette @ 504-214-3205 

2019 MEETING DATES 
    

      Jan 19          May 18 & 19 SHOW 

      Feb. 16        June 15        Sept 21 

     March 16      July 20         Oct 18    

      April 20      Aug 17         Nov 16        

               Dec 21  

                          Membership Dues 

Single   $20.00  - 18 years old   
Family  $30.00  - 2 adults and all minors under  
                            18 yrs. old at the same address     
Junior   $10.00  - Sponsored by an adult   

 

Application on website & newsletter               

Dues deadline - 3rd Saturday of January 
See Lynn Tate, Treasurer  

 
Name Tags - $7.00   
Shirts - available and cost is based on sizes                   

Please see Ellen Kirsten  413-668-6934         

http://www.isgb.org
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html
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EASIER PRONG SETTING 

When setting stones in a prong mount, the tool is less likely to slip off the prong if you grind 
a groove into its face or rough up the face a bit with sandpaper.  Some folks prefer a prong 
pusher for doing this, and others like a set of pliers. 
 
The easiest way to create a slot on the pusher is with a file, and the easiest way to create a 
slot on one jaw of your pliers is with a cutoff wheel. Then do a rough polish on the slot with 
a medium grit, knife-edge silicone wheel. 

    Be More Productive With Brad's "How To" Books 

  Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 

         www. bradsmithjewelry.com      Articles are copyrighted by Brad Smith  

                                    SANDING DISKS 

 

One of my favorite flexshaft tools that saves a lot of time is the snap-on sanding disk.  I 
mainly use the medium and fine grits but sometimes like the very fine ones sold for work-
ing with platinum. 
 
Ordinarily, you'd think of placing the disk on the mandrel with the grit side facing away 
from your hand, but notice that you end up with your elbow up in the air.  Instead, try flip-
ping the disk so that the grit side is towards your hand. It's a much more comfortable posi-
tion because the elbow is down near your side, and it lets me hold the work up close 
where I have a better view of what I'm sanding. 
 
I use these snap-on disks so frequently that I keep multiple mandrels  
with different grits already mounted in the bur stand. Some mandrels  
have the grit facing out and some facing in. 

Bench Tips from Brad .   .   . 
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Southeast Federation News   

                          Wildacres 2019 
Federation Weeks 

       
August 19-25 2019 sfmsworkshops.com 

 
 Cold Connections Morning Sherrod 
 Beginning Casting Bill Harr 
 Wire Wrap Rowan Rose Morgan 
 Special Projects Jeff Sheer 
 Cabochons Buddy Shotts 
 Beg. Chain/Fusing Roy Deere 
 Layered Colored Pencil Mary Karg 
       Jewelry on metal 
 

September 16-22 2019 sfmsworkshops.com 
 
  

   Silver 1 Pattie Appleby 
   Gem ID Teresa Polly 
   Adv. Casting Bill Harr 
   Stone Inlay Chuck Bruce 
   Beg. Chain/Fusing Roy Deere 
   Metal Clay Judi Talley 
   Cold Connections Morning Sherrod 
   Electro-etch wood inlay Micah Kirby 
 
We look forward to seeing you at Wildacres this 
coming year for our lapidary workshops. ` 

                  William Holland 
             June 9th, 2019 – June 14th, 2019 
For more information go to 
www.sfmsworkshops.org we will be updating 
the website soon to include registration and 
payment but for now you can mail your 
registration form and $50 Deposit to: 
 
SFMS Workshops 
c/o Warren Ratcliff, WH Registrar 
420 S. Oak Ave 
Bartow, FL 33830 
 
(Make check payable to SFMS Workshops) 
 

Warren (Teddy) Ratcliff, WH Registrar 
Warren.Registrar@yahoo.com  
(941) 545-4728 
 
Kristine Robertson, WH Director 
Kristine@kmarella.com,  
(863) 640 - 2887 
 
 Beading 
 Cabochons I 
 Casting 
 Chain – Loop n Loop 
 Electro-Etching/Wood Inlay 
 Metal Manipulation/ Cold Connection 
 Opals II – Carving 
 Silver 2 – Fused 
 Silver I 
 Silver-Wear I & II 
 Wire II – Bracelets Only 

S.F.M.S. Newsletter 

Subscription to Lodestar is FREE electronically    

   Email: sfms.lodestar@gmail.com  Or             

Editor: john@rasmussengems.com 
Can be read online:   

 http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html 
 

www.amfed.org   

     William Holland School of Lapidary Arts  
                          706-379-2126 

 
        Website @www.lapidaryschool.org  
 

        Classes are April - Nov 2019 
Federation Week             June 9, 2019 

                WILDACRES RETREAT          
                         828-756-4573 

Website @www.wildscres.org 
 

   When scheduling keep in mind, workshops 
are subjected to change without notice.  

 
      Please check the website for changes.  
 

http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=160
http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=118
http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=819
http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=74
http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=152
http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=120
http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=369
http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=94
http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=217
http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=210
http://sfmsworkshops.com/?page_id=208
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A.F.M.S. Newsletter 

 Subscriptions are $4.50 per year 
 

         Checks should be made payable to “AFMS” 
AFMS Central Office 

Steve Weinberger 
PO Box 302 

Glyndon, MD 21071-0302 
 

     central_office@amfed.org    PH: 410-833-7926 
 

Can be read online:  www.amfed.org  

AFMS 2020 Annual Convention  
                     
                       

                                  
                 TBA 2020 
 

 Meeting information TBA  
 on website  

www.amfed.org  

American Federation News 

1st Annual Rockhound Roundup 
 

The Rockhound Roundup page will be on the 
SFMS Website, postings to our Facebook page 
and more emails to our member clubs. 
 

The dates are May 17-19, 2019, to coincide with 
our 2nd Executive meeting, to be held at the 
same dates and place. The Roundup location is 
the Suwannee River Music Park near Live Oak, 
Florida. (http://musicliveshere.com) 
 
If you have any questions, please email me at: 
Jheerx6@aol.com. I prefer a written means of 
communication so I can keep record of questions 
and answers. This is a new venture, and there 
will most certainly be a learning curve as we pro-
gress! 
 

Thank you, 
 

Jerri Heer, Secretary 
Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
jheerx6@aol.com   Phone: 419-344-9999 
 
Information in newsletter on Pages 12 & 13.   

AFMS Endowment Fund 2019-2020  
Cheryl Neary, Chair  
First, I would like to thank all who have contributed to 
another successful drawing. This year the endowment 
fund was able to raise almost $6,000.00. The majority of 
the sale was by Carolyn Weinberger, during the late 
Spring period of 2018, after the 2018 Convention held in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. For the record, although the sale 
was for the 2019 Endowment Fund, monies were reported 
in the 2018 calendar year – just in case anyone was won-
dering!  
 

Thanks to Carolyn for all the time and effort she had con-
tributed to the Endowment Fund, for as long as I can re-
member, and as you see, even while so sick – I will miss 
Carolyn. . . .  
 

This year, Larry Huffman has so generously volunteered 
to fill the shoes of Carolyn.  
 

Why contribute to the Endowment Fund? Simply, your 
donation of either an item donated to the fund or the pur-
chase of tickets helps tremendously with this important 
fundraiser for the Federation. The interest from the mon-
ies generated is used for AFMS special projects, such as 
junior badges, judges training, digitizing of slide pro-
grams, just to name a few.  
 

Tickets for the drawing are $5.00 per ticket or 5 for 
$20.00. You may purchase your tickets from your Federa-
tion’s representative as follows:  
 

Leslie & Dave Wayment  
P.O. Box 780791 

Sebastian, Fl. 32978 
Email: aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 

 

So far, I have received the first donation, while at this 
years’ convention. Please remember to donate to such a 
worthy cause in our organization! Also, please remember 
these guide lines:  
 

Each object should weigh no more than 5 pounds;  
Each object or combined set of objects should have a 
minimum value of $75.00.  
 

If you are considering donating, either contact your Fed-
eration Representative or                                              
email me at: ciervo.neary@gmail.com  
 

Thanks!  
 

The item donated to date is as follows:  
Northwest – #1 Amethyst Plate and holder  
Donated by Doug True, President of AFMS (2018-2019)  
Estimated value $375.00  
 
AFMS Newsletter Vol. 72,  No.4                                  
April/May 2019 Page 13 

http://musicliveshere.com
mailto:Jheerx6@aol.com
mailto:jheerx6@aol.com
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 FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF SHOWS VISIT - amfed.org 

      

  

 

 

 

 The Georgia Mineral Society’s 51st Annual Mother’s Day Weekend                                                                
Gem, Mineral, Jewelry, and Fossil Show 

May 10, 11, 12, 2019 – Cobb Civic Center, 548 South Marietta Pkwy., SE, Marietta, GA 30060. 
Show Hours:    Friday: 10am-6pm  Saturday: 10am-6pm Sunday: 12pm-5pm                                              

EXCITING AUCTION Saturday  at 1 p.m.!!! FREE Admission! FREE Parking!  Over 30 Dealers! Door 
Prizes! SPECIAL  /  Door Prize for Students! Win a Great Prize for Yourself and for Your School!                      

Website – www.gamineral.org     Email – mayshow@gamineral.org 

 
AKS GEM SHOW  Presents  New Orleans Bead & Jewelry Show                                

                                Pontchartrain Center, 4545 Williams Blvd., Kenner, La. 70065      

                            Admission Fee $5.00     Hours: Fri & Sat 10am-6pm / Sun 10am-4pm        

Email info@aksshow.com with inquiries    Phone: 504-265-8830   Visit website www.aksshow.com         
                                                    GET A COUPON FOR $1.OO OFF Admission  

 2019 Dates:   January 25th  -  27th Winter Show  /  April 5th  -  7th  Spring Show 
 July 12th  -  14th  Summer Show  /  September 6th  -  8th  Fall Show /  November 1st  -  3rd  Xmas Show   

    FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF SHOWS VISIT - amfed.org 

 

Alabama Mineral & Lapidary Society  
The 46th Annual Tannehill Gem, Mineral, Fossil, & Jewelry Show 

June 1st & 2nd, 2019   Time: 9am-5pm      Tannehill Ironworks State Park 
The show is FREE with paid admission to the park. So pack a lunch and 

Take I-20/59 to Exit #100 or I-459 to Exit #1 and follow the signs. 
For more information contact Cathy Kellogg at tannehillgemshow@gmail.com or 

see our show pages on the web at https:/lapidaryclub.com.  The AMLS meets the 2nd Friday of each month at 
the Cahaba Heights United Methodist Church, Cahaba Heights, AL. at 6:30 p.m. 

Gaston Gem & Mineral Society 
June 21st, 22nd and 23rd, 2019           Friday and Saturday: 9 – 6pm, Sunday: 9 – 4pm 
Gaston VFW Absher-Flowers Post 9337, 3250 W Franklin Blvd, Gastonia, NC 28052 

FREE Admittance  /  Minerals and Fossils from around the world 
Cutting material, Quality Gemstones, Wire wrapping, settings, Geodes, Jewelry, etc. 
SLUICE a real working sluice, $3, $5 and $10 buckets; perfect for children & adults.   

you just might get that special stone or treasure!  Hourly Raffles for Prizes 

http://www.gamineral.org
mailto:mayshow@gamineral.org
mailto:info@aksshow.com
mailto:tannehillgemshow@gmail.com
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 Officers  2019 
President  - Sue West                        (228) 831-2294 
Vice President  - Buddy Shotts         (601) 947-7245 
Secretary -  Nicole Green                   (228) 344-8066 

Treasurer  - Lynn Tate                      (228) 342-2963   

Directors     
Laura Tate       (1 yr. )                       (228) 342-2971 
Kathy Becnel   (2 yr.)                        (228) 342-0716 
John Clinard    (3 yr.)                        (601) 766-3786  
 

                         Committee Members 
 
Facebook Chairman                   
Laura Tate                                        (228) 342-2971 
Field Trip Chairman                 
John Clinard                                     (601) 766-3786  
Librarian Chairman                                            
Arvid Coole                                       (601) 723-1412  
Newsletter Editor                        
Lisa Fitch                                         (228) 467-4684 
Sunshine  &  Hospitality Chairman                 
Clemencia Howe                               (228) 822-2184 
Show Chairmen                            
Lynn Tate                                         (228) 342-2963          
Webmaster  & Workshop Chairman                                 
Kathy Becnel                                    (228) 342-0716 
Assistant Webmaster 
Leslie Jancovich                               (859) 321-5692 
Equipment Chairman   
Cindy Braden                                   (228) 467-5198             
   

Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies  
 

Ms. State Director , Parliamentarian & Boundaries  
Buddy Shotts                                    (601) 947-7245 
Past President & ALAA  Ms. State Representative 
John Wright                                    (228) 875-9192 
 
 Constitution / By-Laws 
 
 Lisa Fitch                                        (228) 467-4684 

 

  

 

   

             

 

                             

    

                                

     

                

                

 

 

 

 

  Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society Information  

Copyright 2019 Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society Newsletter known as Gulfport Gems. All rights reserved. Except for items that are      

specifically copyrighted by their authors, all materials in this bulletin may be freely copied. Please give credit to Gulfport Gems. Unless otherwise 

credited, articles are by the editor.  

        Articles and minutes are due by the last day of each month 

 
 

                     Website    
Kathy Becnel     

Take the time and visit our website for the latest 

information and workshops. Submit articles and 

pictures to our webmaster. 

 

   http://www.gulfportgems.org/ 

   kgbecnel@gmail.com 

                  Field Trips 
John Clinard 

 

We are now members of the Dixie Mineral 

Council. You can attend any DMC Field Trips. It 

will be posted in each newsletter. Because of in-

surance requirements the general public are 

NOT invited to any field trips.                                         
                  

                    601-766-3786 
 

                 jclinard173@att.net     

                                    Facebook 
          Laura Tate 

Please visit our Facebook page to view all the        

latest news and information on our club and 

workshops. To post club information contact: 
 

 

Laura Tate at wanderingmsrn@gmail.com 
 

                                    Library    
                     
                                 Arvid Coole 

The club has some interesting material available for 
viewing. Please contact Arvid to check out material 
from our Library. Be sure to return the material in a 
timely matter in order to share with other members.    

          Arvid Coole      (601) 723-1412 

                     Newsletter Editor 
                              
                               Lisa Fitch 
              Submit newsletter articles to:               

                  Lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 
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   Contact Our Treasurer: Lynn Tate  (228) 342-2963  Email: l.tate4@gmail.com 

 

Our goal is to promote, educate and stimulate interest in the earth sciences and lapidary arts context. 
 



Gulfport Gems, Editor  

P O Box 10136  

Gulfport, MS 39505  

Address Service Requested 

                                      
 THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION FOR THE HARRISON COUNTY GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, Inc. 


