 ZOAR VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING

March 12, 2019
The Zoar Village regular council meeting was called to order by Mayor Scott Gordon at 6:10 pm.
Roll Call

David Irwin

Present


Judy Meiser
Present


Kevin Martin

Absent


Gayle Potelicki
Present


Hans Fischer

Present
 

Joe Potelicki 
Present
Motion to approve the 2/12/19 regular meeting minutes as received and amended was made by Gayle and seconded by Hans.  Roll call: All yes. 
The following bills were presented for signature to be paid in March 2019.
Scott Gordon




      150.00        
March Mayor salary
Patricia Smith




      420.00
March Clerk/Audit
OPERS





      100.80
March Clerk 
AEP





      257.92
Feb Street Lighting

FIA Card Services



          5.76
Copies
FIA Card Services



        77.75
Maintenance Supplies
Speedway 




        41.46
Fuel Village Truck
Village of Bolivar




      475.00
January Police
Lawrence Township



      500.00
Compost 2019 Donation
Alonovus



      
        58.50
Mowing Bid Advertisement

City of New Philadelphia



        17.00
Muni Court Operating Share

Indian River Graphics



        58.50
Recognition Award Preparation

Doug Frautschy




      445.00
1st Quarter Solicitor/Ordinance 
Motion to acknowledge receipt of financial statements and pay the monthly bills for March was made by Joe and seconded by Hans.  Roll Call: All yes.  
Public Speaks: 
Chuck Meiser voiced concern over the contracted drivers for Ergon speeding through the Village.   Scott will alert Randy to patrol more often.
Barb Limbacher introduced Mattie Powell a 7th grade student from Strasburg.  Mattie is shadowing Barb for her career exploration class.  

Eric Whittington of the 100-mile race event presented council with a copy of the liability insurance for the event.  He also obtained approval from the USACE and Zoar Wetlands representatives.  Eric said he spoke with Jon Elsasser about the race he will be holding the same day and they determined there will be no conflict.  He requested council vote to allow use of the Village for this event.  Joe made a motion to allow use of the Village for the 100- mile race event on August 31, 2019.  The motion was seconded by Judy.   Roll Call:  All yes. 

Fiscal:

Patty briefed council on the issue with the Huntington Bank account.  She said she asked the IRS for a copy of the Employer Identification Number (EIN) to see how the account was originally set up.   It seems that when the account was opened it was given the name, “Village of Zoar”.  Checks from the auditor’s office are written to Treasurer, Zoar Corporation: Patty Smith, Fiscal Officer.  In a recent audit of Huntington Bank, the auditor flagged the account name discrepancy.  Patty, along with the County Auditor’s Office and bank officials are exploring the possible correction.  

Patty expects to be contacted for the 2017/2018 Basic Audit soon.

Street Committee: 
David requested motion to allow a purchase order for $500 to purchases needed signs.  He said he would like to replace 2 worn speed limit signs, one 25 and one 35 MPH and purchase additional stop signs and no parking signs.  He also will purchase a Tornado Shelter sign, and the aluminum hardware for these signs.  Gayle made a motion that was seconded by Joe to allow the expenditure.  All were in favor.
There are several trees down in the Village due to the high winds recently.  David and Scott said the compost center is open and work will begin to remove the debris.  Gayle questioned the health of the large hemlock at the corner of 4th and Foltz across from the Zoar Schoolhouse.  Scott said he will have the tree looked at for its health when he obtains bids for the large limb broken off by the winds.  

Scott spoke with Jean Siedel, Area Regional Operations Manager for the US Army Corps of Engineers concerning the condition of several trees on USACE property at the Cherry Hill entrance and along SR 212.  He will keep council informed as to the fix proposed by the USACE.
Safety Committee:
Judy commented about the condition of the sandstone on the stairs at Town Hall.  She said it is deteriorating rapidly.  
Planning Commission and Historic Preservation Commission:
HPC will meet at 6:00pm, March 26, 2019 at Town Hall. 

Planning Commission continues work on the annexation and permit applications.
Cemetery Board:

None.
Solicitor Report: 
None.
Mayor’s Notes:
Scott discussed the annexation handout.  He said the tables show an increase in revenue of approximately 12% to the Village.  Judy stated the increase in cost with the annexation of Hickory Lane will far outweigh the additional revenue in her opinion.  Scott said if Hickory Lane remains a private drive in the annexation, there will be no additional costs as the homeowners will maintain the private drive.  Judy talked about the possible access road off Second Street to Hickory Lane.  She said council must look at all the possibilities of increased costs to the Village before moving forward with this annexation.  The annexation will increase Village population by 18 bringing the total to 188.  A census will be conducted in 2020.  

Hans has prepared a draft petition for the annexation.  The next step is to have a meeting with the people effected by the proposed annexation and see if the people wish the Village to pursue the process.  Scott said the Planning Commission will schedule a meeting after the draft petition is completed, likely in the next couple months.  The homeowners will determine if the process moves forward.  Doug said if all agree to the annexation, it will be an easy process.  If the majority agree, the process can still move forward but the cost to the Village will increase.   The County Commissioners will have to approve the annexation if it is pursued.  

The proposed gas tax increase legislation will increase the amount the Village receives for the Street and State Highway Funds.  Scott said if the proposal passes at the increase of .18 cents it will result in a $25,000 increase to the Village.  If the legislation passes at the 10.7 cents increase, the result will be approximately $15,000 for the Street and State Highway Funds.
Lawrence Township cold patched some of the potholes on Dover Zoar Road.   They had extra cold patch and did this without being asked.  David and Scott thanked them for the assistance. 
The April regular council meeting will be held at the ZVFD at 6PM due to medical necessity for Judy after her knee replacement.  Patty will post this change.  
Two mowing bids were received and opened for review.  Monaco’s Lawn Care & Maintenance bid was for $1600.00 monthly and Meiser’s Mowing Service, LLC., bid $625.00 per month for a period of 6 months.  A motion to accept Meiser’s Mowing Service LLC for a period of 6 months for the 2019 mowing season was made by Joe and seconded by Hans.  Roll Call:  All yes.  Contract for 2019 Mowing 6 months awarded to Meiser’s Mowing Service LLC. 
Scott said the pay it forward kids from Tusky Valley will pick up leaves and sticks throughout the Village hopefully prior to the first mowing.  

Chuck said the flowers at the cemetery will need cleaned up prior to mowing.  Judy said she would like council to explore ways to stop the dumping that is occurring in the back of the new part of the cemetery.  Scott ask David to order “no dumping” signs and get them installed.  Scott will also talk with the Hess Mill homeowners and make sure they are not dumping in the cemetery.  Judy said there is a lot of leave and yard debris being dumped.  
Scott will submit to the Tuscarawas County Economic Development Commission the requested letter stating what the Village has to offer in terms of attracting businesses to the area.  

There will be a public meeting held by the USACE at the end of April.  Location and time to be determined.  Scott said the USACE are currently doing the soil boring tests on the levee.  They intend to award the archeological work piece of the project by the end of April.  The pumping station work piece will be awarded by the end of the year and begin in 2020.  
The Army Corps Section 408 process will be used to evaluate the feasibility for the hiking trail over the levee to connect to the towpath trail.    
Ordinance 2019-03:  Bolivar Baseball use of Village field.  3rd and Final Reading. Judy/Joe.  Roll Call: All yes. Ordinance passed.
Ordinance 2019-05: Honor and recognition Vision.  2nd Reading. Judy/Gayle
Ordinance 2019-06: ZCA 2019 Events Street Closure. 2nd Reading.  Joe/Gayle
Ordinance 2019-07: ZCA request to re-locate Handicapped parking space. 1st Reading.  No reading.  Ordinance tabled. 
Ordinance 2019-08: Ordinance to move money within the General Fund to support current obligation.  A total of $2000 from auditing fees to donations.  $500 used to support 2019 Compost donation.  Motion to suspend rules and regulations was made by Gayle and seconded by Judy.  Roll Call:  All yes.  Motion to pass as an emergency was made by Judy and seconded by Gayle.  Roll Call: All yes.  Ordinance passed. 
Meeting adjourned by Joe and Gayle.
_______________________



______________________
Patty Smith, Fiscal Officer




Scott Gordon, Mayor
Date:______________________
