“Respecting The True Value of Friendship”

Proverbs 17:17 (KJV)

“(17) A friend (Heb. Rea – companion) loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity (Heb. Tsarah – tightness).
FRIEND
· A person who is attached to another to give assistance and/or support; a person who knows and has a bond of mutual affection and connection with another
Let me preference this study by making a statement that I’ve previously stated before and that is: “REAL FRIENDS ARE HARD TO FIND AND EVEN HARDER TO KEEP!” Nowadays, we don’t respect or honor the true value of friendship. Friendships are one of the greatest gifts we can be given in our lifetime. However, it is not a free gift...it costs. Especially long lasting friendships, they require empathy, effort and consistency and the rewards of them are well worth the effort.
· Proverbs 18:24 (NKJV)
· Proverbs 12:26 (NIV)
People of God, I am a firm believer that we are the products of the people we surround ourselves with. So we must watch the company we keep.
· Proverbs 22:24, 25 (NIV)

· Proverbs 13:20 (NIV)

· Proverbs 16:28 (Message)
If we are going to grow personally and spiritually in unity with others, we need to make sure we nurture mature friendships with people that have similar goals and/or pursuits as we do.

· Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NIV)
· Proverbs 27:17 (NIV)
Real friendships are TESTED in order to be TRUSTED. Sadly, most people chose friends based upon merit, materialistic means, and money, but not based upon their ability to assist when you’re under attack.
· Job 16:20, 21 (NIV)

· Proverbs 27:6 (NIV)
Here’s how you can tell you have the right friend:

1. They will always remain FAITHFUL to the FRIENDSHIPS despite not being FAVORED!!
· 1 Samuel 23:14-17 (NIV)
2. They will always ASSIST you in your ASSIGNMENTS even when they don’t understand their role in your life!!
· John 6:70, 71 (NIV)

· John 13:21-27 (NIV)

· Matthew 26:50 (NIV)
3. They will always SUPPORT you until you are SUCCESSFUL!!
· Luke 15:5, 6; 8, 9 (NIV)
