“How To Operate Despite Having Opposition”
Ephesians 4:32 (KJV)

“(32) And be ye kind (Gr. Chrestos - good) one to another, tenderhearted (Gr. Eusplagchnos - compassionate; sympathetic), forgiving (Gr. Charizomai - to grant pardon as a favor) one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.”
What is OPPOSITION?

· A person or group of people who opposes, criticizes, or protests something, someone, or another group
Let me preference this little study by saying to each of you today that it is impossible to live a faithful Christian life without experiencing opposition and persecution. Opposition and persecution only come from people who don’t understand you or what God is doing for and through you.
· 2 Timothy 3:12-15 (NIV)

· Revelations 2:8-10 (NIV)
When we face oppositions, persecutions, and attacks, there is nothing more comforting than the sense of the presence of God; knowing that he is with us and will help us overcome those oppositions.
· John 16:33 (NIV)
· Romans 8:35-37 (NIV)

Most opposers, persecutors, enemies, haters, etc only attack, because of their own insecurities and lack. They only feel powerful when they attack you and have a crowd, but they are powerless when they are alone and nobody’s paying attention to them.

· 1 Samuel 17:22-29 (NIV)
· Genesis 37:3, 4 (NIV)
It is natural for us to become defensive and/or combative when we are mishandled or mistreated, however, the way of Christ calls for us to respond with integrity, good character, humility and love despite the mistreatment and hate. I AGREE: THIS IS EASIER SAID THAN DONE…but it takes a willing heart and the mind of Christ to do it.
· Titus 2:7, 8 (NIV)
· Luke 21:14-19 (NIV)
It has been said that “we are not held accountable for how others treat us, but we are held accountable for how we treat them”. So we must remember to remain integral and upright to receive the blessings of God.
· Job 42:10, 12a (KJV)

· 1 Peter 3:8, 9 (NIV)

Here is a shouting footnote for you who are being opposed and persecuted. God will FAVOR you despite their FOOLISH attempt to break you. So whatever you do, don’t try to prevent them from talking about you. Just remain FOCUSED on what God told you to do so you won’t FORFEIT the FAVOR that will FALL on you.

· Matthew 5:11, 12 (NIV)
· 1 Peter 4:12-16 (NIV)
· Genesis 12:2, 3 (NIV)
If we are going to effectively operate despite the opposition, we must watch how we respond to it.

· Luke 6:27-35 (NIV)

· Romans 12:10-18 (NIV)

