“Understanding My Gifts”
James 1:17 (KJV)

“Every good (Gr. Agathos - beneficial) gift (Gr. Dosis - thing given) and every perfect (Gr. Teleios - growing in completeness) gift (Gr. Dorema - thing bestowed) is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness (Gr. Parallage - no change of nature, substance, form or condition), neither shadow of turning (not clear to understand; not a sign of fickleness).”
Let me start this lesson off by sharing with you that spiritual gifts are the endowment or extraordinary power given to natural men by the Holy Spirit. These supernatural graces are given for individuals who believe, to build and fulfill the mission of the church and to help and strengthen others for Kingdom development.

· 1 Peter 4:10, 11 (NIV)
· Romans 12:3-8 (NIV)
The Holy Spirit gives an elect group of people special and specific assignments to support and strengthen their gifts and the gifts of others.

· Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)
· Ephesians 4:11-13 (NIV)
In order to effectively understand the gifts, you must first know what they are and how they operate. 
· 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (NIV)
· 1 Corinthians 12:28-31 (NIV)
Please understand that there a difference between having a TALENT and having a GIFT. TALENTS are special skills done through natural ability. GIFTS are special skills done through supernatural ability. Your talents are PRACTICED and PERFORMED, but your gifts are POURED INTO and PERFECTED.

· 2 Timothy 1:6, 7 (NIV)
· 1 Timothy 4:14-16 (KJV)
· Romans 1:11 (KJV)
Since we know what the GIFTS are, we must keep in mind that we CAN NOT effectively operate in the GIFTS of the SPIRIT without surrendering our flesh and submitting to the Spirit first.

· Luke 9:23 (KJV)
· 1 Corinthians 2:9-14 (NIV)
People of God, please make note that we cannot determine when or how to use our gifts. We must learn to submit to the Spirit of God in order to be used by Him.

· Joel 2:28-30 (NIV)
· Jeremiah 1:5-10; 28, 29 (NIV)
