Announcement

Durango Pregnancy Center — Next Sunday, February 2, Valerie Mangrum, Direc-
tor of the Durango Pregnancy Center, will be here to share with us about her work at
the DPC, which is one of ICC’s supported missions.

Jesus commanded us to practice two memorials as His Church of His saving
work on the cross; Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

We are baptized to show that we now belong to Jesus and have been saved
from our sin. We have crossed over from the life of sin to follow Jesus as a
testimony to the world. We should be able to look back at our baptism to re-
member God saving us from sin. If you have been saved; have you obeyed the
Lord by following Him in baptism?

We practice the Lord’s Supper every week as an ongoing remembrance of
Christ’s death to pay the penalty for our sin and a testimony to the world that
we are saved from our sin and are continuing to follow Jesus.

New Here?

We trust the Lord will bless your time with us. Here is a brief description of our regu-

lar Sunday morning activities:

e Worship begins at 10:30 am. A nursery is available for kids ages birth through
pre-K. Children’s Church is available for kids ages 3 through 5th grade. Children
are dismissed to Children’s Church following the music.

o Tithes and offerings are an expression of worship. Please place your offering
in the offering box, located near the entrance. Visitors, as our guests, please do
not feel obligated to give an offering. If you prefer, online giving is available at:
www.ignaciocommunitychurch.org

e Regular Meetings:

Celebrate Recovery — Mondays at 6:00 pm at ICC

Women'’s Bible Study — Thursdays at 10 am (Call Rachel Ashley at 970-
769-3654 for information and directions.)

Women’s BSF — Thursday Evenings at 6:30 pm at ICC

PRAYER

e Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, please fill out a prayer request
card and drop it in a Prayer Request box located near the rear of the chapel. For
emergency prayer requests, contact Pastor Randall at (970) 759-3633. Prayer
requests may also be completed online at: www.ignaciocommunitychurch.org

e Pastoral Prayer: During the worship music, we encourage you to meet with
Pastor Randall and the Elders in the rear of the chapel to make intercession for
you as recorded in James 5:14-15 “Are any among you sick? They should call
for the Elders of the church to pray for them...” Pastor Randall and the Elders
are available after the service to minister to you as well.

JANUARY PRAYER & FASTING FOCUS

We invite those who are able to fast to do so on Wednesday each week as we join as
a body in seeking the Lord’s will.

Fasting Focus: Pray and fast as we continue work on our new facility; that it will be
completed by March within existing finances. Pray that we will continue to focus on
ministering to our church family and community during this time.
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Today’s Scripture Reading

Joshua 3 & 4 wr

'Early the next morning Joshua and all the Israelites left Acacia Grove and arrived at the
banks of the Jordan River, where they camped before crossing. ? Three days later the
Israelite officers went through the camp, ®giving these instructions to the people: “When
you see the Levitical priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD your God,
move out from your positions and follow them. * Since you have never traveled this way
before, they will guide you. Stay about half a mile behind them, keeping a clear distance
between you and the Ark. Make sure you don’t come any closer.”

®Then Joshua told the people, “Purify yourselves, for tomorrow the LorD will do great
wonders among you.”

®1n the morning Joshua said to the priests, “Lift up the Ark of the Covenant and lead the
people across the river.” And so they started out and went ahead of the people.

"The LoRb told Joshua, “Today | will begin to make you a great leader in the eyes of all
the Israelites. They will know that | am with you, just as | was with Moses. ®Give this
command to the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant: ‘When you reach the banks of
the Jordan River, take a few steps into the river and stop there.”

®So Joshua told the Israelites, “Come and listen to what the LoRD your God
says. ' Today you will know that the living God is among you. He will surely drive out the
Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites ahead of
you. "Look, the Ark of the Covenant, which belongs to the Lord of the whole earth, will
lead you across the Jordan River! > Now choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel,
one from each tribe. ** The priests will carry the Ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth.
As soon as their feet touch the water, the flow of water will be cut off upstream, and the
river will stand up like a wall.”

4 So the people left their camp to cross the Jordan, and the priests who were carrying the
Ark of the Covenant went ahead of them. ®It was the harvest season, and the Jordan
was overflowing its banks. But as soon as the feet of the priests who were carrying the
Ark touched the water at the river's edge, '®the water above that point began backing up
a great distance away at a town called Adam, which is near Zarethan. And the water be-
low that point flowed on to the Dead Sea until the riverbed was dry. Then all the people
crossed over near the town of Jericho.

" Meanwhile, the priests who were carrying the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant stood on dry
ground in the middle of the riverbed as the people passed by. They waited there until the

'When all the people had crossed the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, ?“Now choose
twelve men, one from each tribe. 3 Tell them, ‘Take twelve stones from the very place
where the priests are standing in the middle of the Jordan. Carry them out and pile them
up at the place where you will camp tonight.”

4So Joshua called together the twelve men he had chosen—one from each of the tribes
of Israel. °He told them, “Go into the middle of the Jordan, in front of the Ark of
the LORD your God. Each of you must pick up one stone and carry it out on your shoul-
der—twelve stones in all, one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. ®We will use these
stones to build a memorial. In the future your children will ask you, ‘What do these stones
mean?’ " Then you can tell them, ‘They remind us that the Jordan River stopped flowing
when the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant went across.’” These stones will stand as a memori-
al among the people of Israel forever.”

8S0 the men did as Joshua had commanded them. They took twelve stones from the
middle of the Jordan River, one for each tribe, just as the LORD had told Joshua. They
carried them to the place where they camped for the night and constructed the memorial
there.

Today’s Scripture Reading, Cont.

® Joshua also set up another pile of twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan, at the
place where the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant were standing. And they
are there to this day.

" The priests who were carrying the Ark stood in the middle of the river until all of
the LORD’s commands that Moses had given to Joshua were carried out. Meanwhile,
the people hurried across the riverbed. "' And when everyone was safely on the other
side, the priests crossed over with the Ark of the LORD as the people watched.

2The armed warriors from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh
led the Israelites across the Jordan, just as Moses had directed. ' These armed
men—about 40,000 strong—were ready for battle, and the LorRD was with them as
they crossed over to the plains of Jericho.

" That day the LORD made Joshua a great leader in the eyes of all the Israelites, and
for the rest of his life they revered him as much as they had revered Moses.

"®The LorDp had said to Joshua, "®“Command the priests carrying the Ark of the Cove-

nant to come up out of the riverbed.” ' So Joshua gave the command. " As soon as
the priests carrying the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant came up out of the riverbed and
their feet were on high ground, the water of the Jordan returned and overflowed its
banks as before.

" The people crossed the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month. Then they
camped at Gilgal, just east of Jericho. ?° It was there at Gilgal that Joshua piled up the
twelve stones taken from the Jordan River.

?'Then Joshua said to the Israelites, “In the future your children will ask, ‘What do
these stones mean?’ 22 Then you can tell them, ‘This is where the Israelites crossed
the Jordan on dry ground.” 2 For the LORD your God dried up the river right before
your eyes, and he kept it dry until you were all across, just as he did at the Red Sea
when he dried it up until we had all crossed over. 2 He did this so all the nations of the
earth might know that the LORD’s hand is powerful, and so you might fear
the LORD your God forever.”

Teaching Notes

Joshua 3-4 — Crossing over into the Promised Land

These two aspects of God’s nature — his close, comforting presence and his awesome,
fearsome glory — are kept in a healthy balance in the Bible and we need to always
keep them in balance in our lives.

Often God waits for us to step out in faith before He opens the way for us.

Hebrews 3:7-11, “Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts as Isra-
el did when they rebelled, when they tested me in the wilderness. There your ances-
tors tested and tried my patience, even though they saw my miracles for forty years.
So I was angry with them, and I said, ‘Their hearts always turn away from me. They
refuse to do what I tell them.’ So in my anger I took an oath: ‘They will never enter
my place of rest.” Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your
own hearts are not evil and unbelieving, turning you away from the living God.”



