22 WAYS TO RUIN YOUR CHILDREN
Genesis 30:6

And Rachel said, God... hath given me a son:

Psalms 127:3

Lo, children [are] an heritage of the LORD: [and] the fruit of the womb [is his] reward.

Proverbs 22:6

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

Proverbs 29:17

Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.

Deuteronomy 4:9

Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons;

Proverbs 19:18

Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.

Proverbs 22:15

Foolishness [is] bound in the heart of a child; [but] the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.

Proverbs 23:14

Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell.

Proverbs 29:15-17

The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left [to himself] bringeth his mother to shame. When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increaseth: but the righteous shall see their fall. Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.

1. PICK THE CHILD UP EVERY TIME HE CRIES. THIS WILL TEACH THEM THAT THE WAY TO GET ATTENTION IS TO THROW A FIT.  AFTER ALL WE MUST NOT TAKE SERIOUSLY THE FACT THAT EVEN INFANTS CRY WHEN THERE IS NOTHING WRONG.

Psalms 58:3

The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies.

2. LAUGH AT YOUR CHILD FOR DOING WRONG AND SAY “ISN'T HE CUTE."

Proverbs 14:9 Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous [there is] favour.

3. LET EVERYONE TELL YOU HOW TO RAISE YOUR CHILD BUT GOD OR THE GODLY.  THIS IS ESPECIALLY HELPFUL TO REMEMBER WHEN YOU HAVE COMPANY OVER (ESPECIALLY RELATIVES).  WHEN YOU START TO CORRECT THE CHILD THEY WILL SAY, “OH, HE DIDN'T MEAN IT,” OR “DADDY, DON'T BE SO HARD.”
Proverbs 1:33

But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.

Proverbs 8:33-34

Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed [is] the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.

Proverbs 14:33

Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding: but [that which is] in the midst of fools is made known.

Proverbs 15:33

 The fear of the LORD [is] the instruction of wisdom; and before honour [is] humility.

4.  DON'T SPANK YOUR CHILD UNTIL HE IS SIX SO HE'LL UNDERSTAND WHAT IT'S FOR.  EVEN BETTER, DON'T SPANK HIM AT ALL.  YOU WOULD NOT WANT TO WARP HIS PERSONALITY OR SUPPRESS HIS INNER DRIVES.  AND YOU CERTAINLY WOULD NOT WANT TO BREAK HIS WILL.

Proverbs 19:18

Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.

5. READ SOME “GOOD” PSYCHOLOGY BOOKS BY BROTHERS, SPOCK, OR NARRAMOR.  THEY WILL GIVE YOU A TON OF EXCUSES FOR WHY CHILDREN ACT THE WAY THEY DO.  THAT WAY YOU WON'T FEEL SO GUILTY FOR RAISING A BUM AND FAILING AS A PARENT.

I Corinthians 1:20-25

Where [is] the wise? where [is] the scribe? where [is] the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

6. WHEN YOUR CHILDREN GET OLDER LET THEM MAKE THEIR OWN DECISIONS ABOUT SUNDAY SCHOOL, CHURCH, ATTENDING YOUTH MEETINGS.  REMEMBER WHEN THEY TURN 16,  IF YOU LET THEM DECIDE ON THEIR OWN, IT WILL HELP THEM GROW UP.

Proverbs 29:15

The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left [to himself] bringeth his mother to shame.

7. TRUST YOUR CHILD AND WHEN YOU GET A BAD REPORT, SIMPLY SAY TO YOURSELF, “NOT MY CHILD.”
I Samuel 2:22 -25

Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did unto all Israel; and how they lay with the women that assembled [at] the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And he said unto them, Why do ye such things? for I hear of your evil dealings by all this people. Nay, my sons; for [it is] no good report that I hear: ye make the LORD'S people to transgress. If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge him: but if a man sin against the LORD, who shall entreat for him? Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the LORD would slay them.

I Samuel 3:13

For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not.

8. LEAVE THEM ALONE IN THE HOUSE WITH THEIR “DATES” AND OTHER FRIENDS.  RESPECT THIE PRIVACY OF THEIR OWN ROOMS.

Romans 3:23

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

9. KEEP SAYING TO YOURSELF, “CHILDREN HAVE A MIND OF THEIR OWN.”
Ephesians 6:1

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.

10. LET THEM MISS CHURCH OCCASIONALLY FOR IMPORTANT EVENTS, LIKE ALL-STAR BASKETBALL GAMES, SCHOOL OUTINGS, AND CATCHING UP ON HOMEWORK.  YOU WOULDN'T WANT THEM TO SEEK GOD'S KINGDOM FIRST AND FEAR HIM MORE THAN HAVING FUN.

Psalms 34:11

Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

11. ALWAYS YELL AT THEM FOR DOING WRONG BUT NEVER PRAISE THEM FOR GOOD THINGS THEY DO.  BE SURE TO PRAISE THEM FOR TALENT BUT NEVER FOR CHARACTER.

Ephesians 6:4

And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Romans 8:29

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

12. JUST KEEP WARNING THEM THAT THEY'RE GOING TO GET IT IF THEY DON'T BEHAVE, BUT NEVER DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT.

James 5:12

But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and [your] nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.

13.  WHEN YOUR CHILD GETS A PART-TIME JOB, LET HIM SPEND HIS MONEY ON ANYTHING HE WANTS.  AFTER ALL, HE EARNED IT - SHOULDN'T HE HAVE THE RIGHT TO DECIDE HOW HE SPENDS IT?
Colossians 3:20

Children, obey [your] parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.

14.  LET THEM GO PLACES YOU REALLY DO NOT APPROVE OF, LIKE DANCES, NIGHTCLUBS, MOVIES, MALLS, ETC.  AND LET THEM HANG AROUND THE WRONG CROWD AND HAVE FRIENDS YOU REALLY DO NOT LIKE.  THEN PRAY FOR THEM LIKE ABRAHAM DID FOR LOT AND JUST LIKE LOT WATCH THEM RUIN THEMSELVES.

Proverbs 1:10

My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.

Proverbs 1:15

My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path:

15. CRITICIZE THOSE IN AUTHORITY SUCH AS YOUTH LEADERS, DEACONS, TEACHERS, OR PASTORS.  BE SURE TO TAKE UP FOR YOUR CHILDREN WHEN THEY ARE DISCIPLINED.  TELL THEM YOU DON'T THINK THEY WERE TREATED FAIRLY.  ALWAYS LET THEM KNOW YOUR ON THEIR SIDE.

Hebrews 13:17

Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that [is] unprofitable for you.

Romans 13:7

Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute [is due]; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.

Romans 12:8-9

Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, [let him do it] with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. [Let] love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.

16. CRITICIZE BIBLICAL TEACHING AND APPLICATIONS OF THE TRUTH TO LIFE AND LAUGH AND SAY, “THAT'S JUST HIS OPINION.” THEN THE NEXT TIME THE PREACHER PREACHES TO YOUR CHILDREN, PRAY FOR THEM TO GET RIGHT.

Psalms 12:4

Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our lips [are] our own: who [is] lord over us?

Romans 12:8

Or he that exhorteth on exhortation: he that giveth, [let him do it] with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

17.  GET MAD AT THIS CHRISTIAN APPROACH TO RAISING CHILDREN AND GO TO A MORE MODERATE OR LIBERAL CHURCH WITH A MODERN YOUTH GROUP.  FIND A CHURCH YOUR CHILD WILL “LIKE”. THAT WAY YOU HAVE A NUMBER OF PARENTS THAT ARE RUINING THEIR KIDS. THEN YOU ALL CAN SIT AROUND AND SHAKE YOUR HEADS AND SAY, “I JUST CAN'T BELIEVE IT.”
Romans 16:17-18

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.

I Corinthians 15:33

Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

18.  WHEN YOUR CHILDREN ARE OLD ENOUGH TO DATE, LET THEM DATE WHOEVER THEY CHOOSE. CERTAINLY, YOU WOULD NOT WANT TO EMBARRASS YOUR DAUGHTER BY HAVING HER BRING HER BOYFRIEND HOME TO BE “CHECKED OUT”.  AS THEY DRIVE OFF INTO THE SUNSET FOR A NIGHT OF WHO-KNOWS-WHAT, JUST SHAKE YOUR HEAD AND SAY I SURE WISH MY DAUGHTER HAD BETTER TASTE IN YOUNG MEN.  KEEP SAYING, “YOU CAN LEAD A HORSE TO WATER, BUT YOU CAN'T MAKE HIM DRINK.”
II Corinthians 6:14-18

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean [thing]; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

19.  ATTACK YOUR CHILDS SPIRIT BY CALLING THEM DUMB, STUPID, DOPEY, CREEPY, ROTTEN, LOUSEY, ETC. RATHER THAN BREAK THEIR WILL BY CORRECTING THEIR ACTIONS.

Ephesians 6:4

And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

20.  WIVES: ARGUE WITH AND DEGRADE YOUR HUSBANDS IN FRONT OF THE CHILDREN.  CALL HIM LAZY, STUBBORN, STUPID, CHILDISH, SLOPPY, HYPOCRTITICAL, ETC. SO AS TO DESTROY THEIR RESPECT FOR DAD'S AUTHORITY.  CHANGE THE RULES BEHIND HIS BACK AND ONLY GIVE HALF-HEARTED SUPPORT TO HIS DESISIONS BECAUSE YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND OR HAVE ALL THE FACTS HE DOES.  ACT DEPRESSED FOR THE KIDS TO SEE, SO YOUR REBELLION IS EVIDENT.  THEN WONDER WHY THE KIDS WON'T LISTEN TO YOU, EITHER.  (REMEMBER: AS THE CHURCH HAS NO AUTHORITY WITHOUT CHRIST SO THE WIFE HAS NO AUTHORITY WITHOUT THE HUSBAND.)

Ephesians 5:22-24

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so [let] the wives [be] to their own husbands in every thing.

Ephesians 6:1-3

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.

21. HUSBANDS: TREAT YOUR WIVES LIKE DIRT. TEAR THEM DOWN AND CRITICIZE THEM IN FRONT OF YOUR KIDS. CALL THEM NAMES LIKE DUMPY, SCATTER-BRAIN, THE OLD LADY, WITCHY, ETC.  SO YOUR SONS WILL GROW UP DEGRADING ALL WOMEN AND YOUR DAUGHTERS WILL FALL PREY TO THE FIRST CREEP THAT SPEAKS A KIND WORD TO THEM.

Ephesians 5:25-31

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

22.  DAD: TAKE LITTLE OR NO INTEREST IN SPIRITUAL MATTERS SO YOUR KIDS CAN'T WAIT TO GROW UP AND BE LIKE YOU: ONE WHO IS WORLDLY AND COULD CARE LESS ABOUT ALL SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY AND BE SELFISH AND CARNAL.   MOM: JUST FIGHT GOD'S SANCTIFICATION PROCESS FOR YOU THROUGH YOUR HUSBAND SO HE GET DISCOURAGED AND QUITS TRYING TO LEAD YOU AND YOU'LL GET THE SAME RESULTS.

Ephesians 5:26-27

That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

Ephesians 6:4

And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

CONCLUSION: AFTER ALL THIS, SHAKE YOUR HEAD AND SAY “WHERE DID I GO WRONG? - I DID EVERYTHING I COULD, I GAVE THEM EVERYTHING.  I JUST DO NOT UNDERSTAND IT.”
Proverbs 29:15

The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left [to himself] bringeth his mother to shame.
