Supreme Court of the United States of America

"Consider these court statements delivered concerning the role of God and religious principles in schools...
"Prayer in the public school system, even if voluntary and nondenominational is unconstitutional (Engel v. Vitale, 1962);  If portions of the New Testament were read without explanation, they could be, and...had been, psychologically harmful to the child (Abington v. Schempp, 1963); Freedom of speech and press is guaranteed to students unless the topic is religious, at which time such speech becomes unconstitutional (Stein v. Oschinsky, 1965; Collins v. Chandler Unified School Dist., 1981); If a student prays over his lunch, it is unconstitutional for him to pray aloud (Reed v. Van Hoven, 1965); A k-5 nursery rhyme was declared to be unconstitutional because someone might think it was a prayer even though the word `God' was not contained in it (Despain v. DeKalb, 1967);  It is unconstitutional for students to hear the prayers of the Chaplain of the U.S. House or Senate (State Board of Education v. Board of Education of Netcong, 1970); It is unconstitutional for a Board of Education to use or to refer to the word `God' in any of its official writings (Ohio v. Whisner, 1976); It is unconstitutional for a kindergarten class to ask whose birthday is being celebrated by the Congressionally established holiday of Christmas (Florey v. Sioux Falls School, 1979); The posting of the Ten Commandments is unconstitutional for if the students were to see the Ten Commandments, they would be induced to read meditate upon perhaps to venerate (respect) or obey them and this would be unconstitutional (Store v. Gramm, 1980); Invocations or benedictions at graduation ceremonies are unconstitutional (Graham V. Central, 1985); Prayer before athletic events is unconstitutional (Jage V. Douglas, 1989) . 

"Many similar cases may be cited, but the message is clear: Nothing concerning God or His principles (morals) is officially welcome in our public school system.''

David Barton
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