
LIMITATIONS OF SCIENCE
Science = is the accumulation of facts that man has observed about nature.

Scientific Facts = are attempts to explain or describe that which is observed.

Limitations of Science

A.
The scientist operates from a basis of faith

1.
It is the criterion of REPEATABILITY that makes a scientist accept a certain observation as representing a true fact; observations that cannot be repeated should be discarded.  (Logic and truth are not synonymous.)

2.
Scientists demand an orderly universe that functions in a predictable and repeatable manner.  (Yet they base this order on random change.)

B.
Science lacks knowledge of the basics

1.
Light

2.
Electricity

3.
Gravity

C.
Difficulty in sense perception
1.
All properties that we give to things are really artificial.

2.
We know what we know only through what others have told us.

3.
We do not know anything outside our bodies except what we receive through our senses.

D.
Scientists are human

1.
Because they are human; they cannot be unbiased.

2.
The information that a scientist gets and reports is what his biases want or will let him get.

E.
The scientific method is not infallible

1.
Men can make mistakes.  (Miss something, forget something)

2.
The method is open to mistakes.  (Observation, interpretation)

F.
Science is only capable of description

1.
It cannot explain.

2.
When science tries to explain something, it goes into the realm of speculation or guessing, not observation.

G.
Other limitations

1.
Science cannot set itself up as a god through which absolute facts can be found.

2.
Facts in science are not absolutes.  (they change)

3.
Scientific facts usually do not last long.

4.
Every branch of science works with a model.

5.
There are many things that science cannot predict (Because of many changing factors, the weather, etc.)

 Suggestions

A.
Do not accept anything a text or person gives you unless they have factual proof and evidence.

B.
Science will never disprove the Bible.  Science is outside of its sphere of influence and knowledge where spiritual things are concerned.

C.
Remember that a man believes in God or does not believe of his own free will.  (II Peter 3) True science does not do it or force him to do it.

