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The Second Sunday of Advent: Dec. 10, 2017
The Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at 8 and 10 a.m.
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church!
What is ADVENT? Advent is a time of expectation, preparation, and vigilance for the coming of Jesus Christ. It precedes Christmas by four Sundays, and is marked by the use of deeper colors, special prayers, and images of light in darkness. The service begins differently, and candles on the Advent Wreath are lit for each of the four Sundays preceding Christmas.

In the Episcopal Church all baptized people may receive Holy Communion regardless of age. This is the Lord’s Table and not ours, and no one who comes to the altar seeking Christ will be turned away. Both the consecrated bread and wine are offered to all. Some may decline either the wine or the bread or come to the altar rail for a blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available; please let the priest know if you would prefer to receive this type.
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

5500 North Adams Road, Troy, MI 48098

248-641-8080 phone, 248-641-8067 fax

Website www.ststephenstroy.org      Email
office@ststephenstroy.org
The Right Rev. Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr, Bishop

The Rev. Susan Anslow Williams, Rector
Suzanne Gore and Connie Jose, Musicians
WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S.  If you are visiting, we hope that you find St. Stephen's a warm and friendly place for all ages. Please join us for fellowship, coffee and snacks in the Parish Hall following the 10 a.m. service.  If you are looking for a church home, please fill sign the guest book in the Gathering Area so that we can be in touch.
SUNDAY SCHOOL INFORMATION:  

Nursery for children 0 to 2 years old is available during the 10 a.m. worship service.  

Classes for children in pre-K to grade 4, meet at 10 a.m. in the Education Wing. Grades 5 and up meet after Communion until 12 noon. Ask an usher for directions to the Education Wing!   
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 at 8 AM
Lighting of the Advent Wreath


Celebrant:
Our God and Savior now draws near: 

People:
O come let us adore him.

The Celebrant says a prayer after lighting the candles. All respond, Amen.
Opening Acclamation

Celebrant
Blessed are you, holy and living God.


People 
You come to your people and set them free.
Song of Praise:  from the Third Song of Isaiah

V.  Arise, shine, for your light has come,

R.  And the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.


V.  For behold, darkness covers the land; deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.


R.  But over you the Lord will rise, and his glory will appear upon you.

V.  The Lord will be your everlasting light,

R.  And your God will be your glory.
The Collect of the Day

see insert

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 40:1-11
sit; see insert
Gradual Psalm
85:1-2,8-13
insert
Epistle
2 Peter 3:8-15a 
insert
Holy Gospel
Mark 1:1-8
insert, stand

Response before the Gospel:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Response after the Gospel:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

Nicene Creed
 
stand, BCP p. 358
Prayers of the People and Confession of Sin
bulletin p. 5
The Peace
Welcome and Announcements


THE HOLY COMMUNION

Supplemental Eucharistic Prayer 1
bulletin p. 6
The Lord’s Prayer


The Breaking of Bread, silence follows
  
Emmanuel, you take away the sins of the world: Have mercy on us.  

Emmanuel, you take away the sins of the world: Have mercy on us.  

Emmanuel, you take away the sins of the world: Grant us your peace.
The Communion

The congregation proceeds to the altar rail for Holy Communion: All are welcome.
 Communion can be brought to you in the pew if mobility is difficult. 
Please let the priest know if you would prefer a gluten-free wafer.
Post Communion Prayer

kneel or stand

God of abundance,

you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;

you have united us with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world

and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Advent Blessing 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Dismissal   Response:  Thanks be to God.
 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 at 10 AM  
Prelude: While Shepherds Watched their Flocks
G.F. Handel
Introit:  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
The Word of God
Processional Hymn:  76, “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”
Lighting and Blessing of the Advent Wreath

The Celebrant says a prayer after lighting the candle. All respond, Amen.
Song of Praise: “Prepare the way of the Lord”
Taizé 

Sung first in unison, then several times in canon
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Collect of the Day

lesson insert
All may be seated for the lessons
Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 40:1-11
sit; see insert
Gradual Psalm
85:1-2,8-13
insert
Epistle
2 Peter 3:8-15a 
insert
Sequence Hymn: “The King of Glory Comes”
back cover
Holy Gospel
Mark 1:1-8 
lesson insert, stand

Response before the Gospel:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Response after the Gospel:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

The Rector 
The Nicene Creed, said by all, standing as able
BCP p. 358

Prayers of the People, for Advent


God of the prophets, give your church courage to speak truth and to tell of your love. We pray especially for prophetic voices in the Episcopal Church: for Michael our Presiding Bishop and Wendell our bishop; for our clergy, wardens and vestry; and in our diocesan cycle of prayer, for: (…).  God of the prophets,   Hear us and help us, we pray.
God of the angels, give your church a strong voice to sing of your presence in the world. Bless our parish, especially the families in our prayer cycle: (…)  Give the world a freedom song, and comfort those who seek safety and peace. Bless the leaders of the nations, and those who offer their lives in the service of peace as they serve in the military: (…)   God of the angels,  
Hear us and help us, we pray.
God of the shepherds, give your church patience to wait and to watch, ready to respond when called.  Bless those who sit in darkness, alone and afraid. Bless those who suffer from illness, pain or tragedy; comfort especially those we love in need of healing: (names…)   God of the shepherds,  
Hear us and help us, we pray.

God of the Wise Men, give your church the gifts it needs, and the will to leave our comfortable resting places in order to find you among the poor and the outcast. Bless the work of the Judson Center, Baldwin Center, SOS, Bound Together, and the many other places of hope in our community.   God of the Wise Men, Hear us and help us, we pray.

God of all the saints, give your church grace to see in death the gate of eternal life. Bless the souls of all who have died (…) and bring us to the joys of heaven.   God of the saints,   Hear us and help us, we pray.
God of all forgiveness:
We confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, 

and in the world you have created.  

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.
The Celebrant declares God’s forgiveness and absolution of sin.

The Peace 

Welcome and Announcements
Holy Communion
Offertory: God’s time Is Always Best
J.S. Bach
Presentation of Offering & Doxology
stand


Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;


Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Supplemental Eucharistic Prayer 1
Enriching Our Worship
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we say (sing):

Celebrant and People



        Sung at 10:00 to setting by R. Proulx: Hymnal S-125
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,



heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. (Hosanna in the highest.)
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. (Hosanna in the highest.)
The people may kneel or remain standing, as the Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer.
…Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People


Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant concludes the Prayer
…Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of Bread:  silence follows. The following is sung “call and response”
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Em - man -u - You take a- way
[ Repeat as needed
the sins of the world: Have mer-cy on us. (twice)
[ Last time

s

Grant us your peace, grant us your peace.




Communion: All are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Gluten-free wafers are available.
Please inform an usher if you would like Communion brought to you in the pew.

Communion Music: 
For the Bread which you have broken
Communion Hymn:  67, “Comfort, comfort ye my people”  
Post Communion Prayer

kneel or stand

God of abundance,

you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;

you have united us with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world

and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Advent Blessing 

Closing Hymn:  65, “Prepare the way, O Zion”
stand
Dismissal
Postlude:  Angels We Have Heard on High
arr. Rey Koury
Please join us for refreshments after the service, in the Parish Hall
Additional music is reprinted with permission, OneLicense.net A-721749
